
Welcome to Key Stage Two 
 

 

In KS2 we encourage active learning based on real life experiences. We tell stories with 

sensory activities to bring them to life, go for walks to see science in our environment, and 

base our maths on practical cooking, measuring and counting activities. 

 

SLICE 

 
We are proud of the fantastic learning culture at John Watson. The decisions we make are 
guided by SLICE.  
 
These 5 areas drive the work of the school. Our aim is to empower each child to ensure they 
can live as full and as independent lives as possible.  These principles underpin all of our 
activities in the school. 
 
 

Safety Learning Independence  Communication Engagement 

 



 
 
 
So when we go for a walk into Wheatley we will be 
teaching children how to cross the road safely, how 
to walk along the footpath safely, and how to go in 
and out of a shop safely. Learning comes into all 
areas of our school life, whether it is learning to 
read, write and mathematics, or learning how to 
make a pizza.  We teach independence to support 
our pupils in their future lives, from being able to 
wash their hands to preparing a simple tortilla wrap 
meal. 
 

 
 

Communication is key to all of our work as it allows our 

children to make their own choices, to tell us how they 

feel and to develop relationships.  It supports them to be 

independent, to learn and to keep themselves safe too. 

We support all forms of communication including 

Makaton signing, PECS, SCERTS, technological 

communication aids and Colourful Semantics to develop 

sentence 

structure.  

 

 

 

Engagement shows us how well we are 

meeting the interests and needs of our 

children.  If they are focussed on an activity 

they will be learning. 

 



  

 

 

Our Curriculum 

These activities focus on Communication and Interaction, the Cognition and Learning of 

English and Maths, Physical and Sensory development, Social, Emotional and Mental Health, 

and fostering Independence, and Health. 

 

 

 

Each term we choose a topic based on the children’s interests that we hope will motivate 

and engage them. Then we plan different activities for these areas of learning that will help 

children to progress with their learning.  

 

 



       
 

 

 
Thematic planning  

An example of the weekly overview of topics from a KS2 class is below. Each class follows 

the same long term plan but offers activities that are aimed at the specific needs and 

learning styles of the children in that class.  

 

Example Weekly Overview for Waterperry Class 

 
Short Term Plan:  Week 2: Hot and Cold 

 

Session 1 2 3 4   5 6 7 8 

Mon 
 
 

  
SWIMMING IN 

 
BARTON 

 
POOL 

L 
U 
N 
C 
H 

 
Music: in Wheatley Primary 
School /  Integration 
 
With Rachel Cave 

English: 
Weekend 
News - share, 
write & draw: 
Group 1 & 2 
 
C&I:  Others 

PSHE: 
How do 
you feel 
today? 
Warm 
and fuzzy 
/ cold and 
prickly? 

Tue 
 
 

Rice  
& 
glitter 
/  
Hello 
song 

Eng: Sensory story:  
Winnie in Winter by 
Valerie Thomas 
 
- Write about your 
favourite season 
- write name in  sand 
- mark make in 
English book 

Maths :  
Seasons - 
write and 
match 

Phonics: 
th, th 
Play 
Starfall  
 
 

L 
U 
N 
C 
H 

Circle 
games 

EHCP linked 
activities:  
PD: Fine Motor 
 
physio balls / 
theraputty / 
hand writing, etc  
 

EHCP linked 
activities:  
PD: Fine Motor 
HJ  to lead 
 
Frost painting 

Songs: 
C&I: 
children’s 
choice 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MO51JtbV6yc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MO51JtbV6yc
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xtiB-9cnJmYQWQKdJnGsaYv6npE7WzGwg_yvVBZnSE0/edit
http://more.starfall.com/?


Wed 
 
 

Dough 
Disco 1 
/  
Hello 
song 

Eng: Sensory story:  
 
- Write about 
Winnie’s spell 
- write name in  
- mark make in 
English book 

Maths:  
Seasons - 
sorting 
objects by 
season 
 

Phonics: 
ch, sh 
Play 
Grab a 
Giggling 
Grapheme 
 

L 
U 
N 
C 
H 

Treasure  
Box - hot 
& cold 
 

EHCP linked 
activities:  
C&I:  
Sorting hot area 
/ cold tough tray 
(ice polar 
animals) 

EHCP linked 
activities:  
PD:  
 
MAKE ICE 
CREAM 

PSHE: 
How do 
you feel 
today?  

Thur Lentils
writin 
/Hello 
song 

Eng: Writing / Mark 
making 
SRS Sheets / 1:1 
phonics / 
pre-handwriting 
exercises 
 

Assembly:  
See 
Assembly 
Plan. 

Phonics: 
Capital 
Ltrs 
Play 
Buried 
Treasure/ 
Dragons / 
Obb & Bob  

L 
U 
N 
C 
H 

Bucket 
Time 
 
EAT ICE 
CREAM 

EHCP linked 
activities:  
Science / DT: 
Sorting hot 
clothes / cold 
clothes 

Maths: Seasons 
Sorting clothing 
pics into 
suitcases 
(Twinkl) 

Story time 
children’s 
choice + 
maths 
songs 

Fri Doug 
Disco 2 
/  
Hello 
song 

English:   Reading 1:1  
Group 1 - reading bks  
Group 2 - CVC & 
picture match 
Group 3 - Choosing a 
story / using PECS  

Maths:  
 
Seasons - 
paintings 
 

Phonics: 
Tricky 
Words:  
 was   
(Phs 3) 
Tricky 
Word 
Trucks  

L 
U 
N 
C 
H 

Treasure 
Box - hot 
& cold 

EHCP linked 
activities: 
SEMHI & C&I:  
 
Gluing work 
/photos into 
books & talking 
about it 

EHCP linked 
activities: 
SEMHI  
 
Choosing time / 
work catch up 

Songs: 
C&I: 
children’s 
choice + 
PANTS 
(NSPCC) 
song  

 
Individual Planning 

 

Each child has individual long term targets drawn from their Education and Health Care Plan. 

From these long term targets we set the children’s targets for the year ahead and then for 

each term.  When we work with the children we assess their learning and their progress 

towards these targets.  

 

How we respond to Children’s learning  

 
We complete a Responsive Teaching Record for each learning activity, recording our 

observations of the child’s learning, their engagement, response and the next steps needed. 

The class teacher will use this information to plan your child’s next targets. These records 

and targets can be found in your child’s books. 

 
 
A brief guide to the KS2 Curriculum (more information available on request.) 
 
The curriculum is comprised of the following areas: Communication and Interaction; the            

Cognition and Learning of English and Maths; Physical and Sensory development; Social,            

Emotional and Mental Health, and fostering Independence, and Health. 

 

Communication and Interaction 

Communication in Key Stage 2 takes is child specific and so takes many forms. You may see 

some or all of these strategies being used when observing a particular activity being taught 

at any given time, according to need: 

- Minimal language/ wait time 
- Now/Next boards 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jZG0rkhPkeY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jZG0rkhPkeY
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xtiB-9cnJmYQWQKdJnGsaYv6npE7WzGwg_yvVBZnSE0/edit
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/member-only/GrabAGigglingGrapheme.html
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/member-only/GrabAGigglingGrapheme.html
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/member-only/GrabAGigglingGrapheme.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1e2xz8zqQ6mmlksmp2Kf-iewJIF_kORoIkNiGhpYWMAs/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1e2xz8zqQ6mmlksmp2Kf-iewJIF_kORoIkNiGhpYWMAs/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1e2xz8zqQ6mmlksmp2Kf-iewJIF_kORoIkNiGhpYWMAs/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xtiB-9cnJmYQWQKdJnGsaYv6npE7WzGwg_yvVBZnSE0/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xtiB-9cnJmYQWQKdJnGsaYv6npE7WzGwg_yvVBZnSE0/edit
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/Phase3Menu.htm
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/Phase3Menu.htm
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/Phase3Menu.htm
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/Phase3Menu.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EMz7wls3mjU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EMz7wls3mjU
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1s-ZP3PjBDP6QOGlQMI7EpyhvevUZOV52Pp45de4c7mg/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1s-ZP3PjBDP6QOGlQMI7EpyhvevUZOV52Pp45de4c7mg/edit
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/member-only/TrickyWordTrucks.html
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/member-only/TrickyWordTrucks.html
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/member-only/TrickyWordTrucks.html
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/underwear-rule/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/underwear-rule/


- Song 
- Objects of Reference 
- Signing 
- PECS (Picture Exchange Communication System) books/communication books 
- iPads with a signing program  
- Choosing Boards 
- Symbols in all areas of the classroom 
- Social Communication, Emotional Regulation and Transactional Support (SCERTS) 
- Colourful Semantics 
- Switches 

 
We work in small supportive groups to help children find a way of communicating with 

others. We may use objects that they can give us, or pictures of what they want.  We also 

use Makaton signs to support spoken language. Some children have communication 

technology that speaks for them, such as an iPad or tablet using a talking app. Verbal 

children are supported to speak in full sentences by using Colourful Semantics. We make 

sure that there are lots of opportunities to practise these skills in real life situations, both in 

School and by going for trips out to the shops and local attractions. 

 

We also support positive interactions between the children and their peers and with adults. 

Adults will join in with sensory exploration or shared Lego construction to model positive 

interactions.  In collaboration with the Physiotherapists, some children may attend weekly 

horse riding sessions at a local Riding for Disabled centre (RDA)  

 

 
 
Pets as Therapy offer: 

We have weekly visits from a local Pets As Therapy dog (called Milton) to support gentle 

interactions and communication between the children and animals too. 

 

 

 
  

 



 
Cognition and Learning: 
English 
 
In English lessons the children read a variety of 
materials. Some read pictures so that they can use 
them to communicate more effectively.  Others 
will be learning to sight read words and names, 
while other children will be learning phonics to 
help them to decode and blend words to read 
accurately.  

 
 
 

The school 

follows the 

Sound 

Reading System to teach phonics. This is a 

highly-structured synthetic phonics approach. By using 

this approach, children can quickly progress to blending 

words and then to reading simple sentences.  At this 

stage children will also start to read books from the 

Beginning Reading Instruction (BRI) reading scheme. 

These books start with simple, repetitive phrases with 

simple illustrations in black and white so that they do not detract from the text and unduly 

distract the reader.  Beginner readers can work through these books, building their 

confidence until they are reading whole books. 

  
We use stories and the children’s own experiences to inspire them to write. To support this 

we organise trips and visits that they will want to write about.  To develop their writing skills 

children work with pre-handwriting activities, playdough and theraputty, weighted pencils, 

and are allowed the use of ICT to allow children to express their ideas in print. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
Maths 
 
In KS2 we follow the Stern Structural Maths to support 

children learn about numbers and calculations.  This is a 

hands on approach to learning that uses wooden blocks and 

boxes (manipulatives) to allow children to explore the 

relationship between numbers.  We start with numbers and 

rhymes to build confidence with rote counting and then use 

the Stern maths equipment to develop maths calculation 

skills using numbers up to 100. 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 



Physical and Sensory Development 

 

Many children in KS2 have physical 
development targets in their EHCPs set by 
Occupational Therapists or Physiotherapists. 
We help children to meet these targets by 
working closely with the therapists on 
activities and games that they have devised 
for individuals. 

 

 

 

We also use sensory exploration to develop handwriting 
skills and proprioception.  It is also an important part of 
our science.  We use our senses to explore and learn and 
to make sense of our world.  We give the children as 
many opportunities as possible to explore different 

tastes, 
smells, 
textures, 
sights and 
sounds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Recently we have had a visit from a 
mobile farm, Zoolab, and had minibeast 
hunts in the school meadow.  We also 
have regular food cooking and tasting 
sessions.  

 

 

 

 



 

This area of the curriculum includes physical 
education lessons to enable children to learn PE skills, 
such as swimming lessons, games and use of 
equipment. 

 

      

  

To support our sensory development we also have our music specialist (Rachel Cave) , who 
is employed by Wheatley Primary School, but offers sessions weekly music lessons  in 
Wheatley Nursery School and John Watson School. 

    

  

 



 

Social, Emotional and Mental Health, and Independence 

 

Our work in Circle Times and the Family Links Nurturing programme, supports children to 

develop their social and emotional skills.  We also work closely with health professionals, 

including the Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service, to help children to develop their 

mental resilience.  

To support our children’s social development and education, we encourage behaviours for 

learning by 

- using minimal language 

- meeting objectives through children’s interests 

- modelling positive behaviours 

- offering calm down time 

- positive praise and rewards 

Independence skills include toileting, hygiene, dressing, self care, feeding and cooking skills. 

We work with Occupational Therapists and Physiotherapists and other agencies to support 

children to become as independent as possible. The school may purchase specialist 

equipment, where necessary and within budgetary constraints,  to help children to become 

independent in their eating and personal care as much as possible. 

 

We also teach independence skills by teaching about money and practising buying items in 

shops.  This leads on to the work later in the school where children do all of their shopping 

and cooking. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Health 

During the school day, School staff will assist with individual  health needs.  This may be 

administering medication or changing dressings, or delivering nutrition through a PEG, or button 

feed, for example.  

 

Key Stage Two Home Learning Links 

We recognise that you are your child’s first educator and we aim to join up learning 
between home and school. We welcome any comments or sharing of your child’s 
day/achievements out of school and the home to school diary system works well for this.  

In KS2 we also prepare weekly home learning activities for you to complete with your child 
should you wish.  

These are simple practical activities for you to complete with your child over the term which 
link into the topic we are covering in that week.  

They are not compulsory but we do enjoy sharing any examples or photos that you send in 
with the rest of the class. It helps ensure children connect their learning and develop a 
wider understanding of the world. 

 

Clothing in School 

Many of our activities are sensory based and so are messy.  Art, science and design and 
technology can involve paint, glue, glitter and flour and this can get spread quite quickly. 
We have aprons for these sessions but sometimes paint or flour. goes beyond our aprons. 
We also go for walks around Wheatley and into the Forest School area.  In the Forest School 
we allow children to explore in the leaves and mud, and to climb trees (but not above head 
height).  This exploratory session could also result in mud on shoes and on clothes.   

Please can we ask that you label all clothing. Due to the nature of some of our activities 
clothing may sometimes get wet and we need to dry them. Many children also like to 
remove jumpers, shoes and socks and keeping track of unnamed clothing can be difficult.  

 

We hope your child enjoys their time in KS2.  If you have any questions please do get in 
touch with your child’s teacher. 

 

By the Key Stage Two Team.  

January 2020 

 

 

 

 


