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 Dear Parents/Carers, 

 This term has gone well. The weather last week  picked up 
 and this meant improved and extended opportunities to be 
 outside as you will see in the round up from teachers. The 
 music making on Friday outside at Primary was very 
 special. It was clear that the children enjoyed it very much. 

 We are getting excited about the Secondary extension 
 nearing completion . We hope to have an official opening 
 next term and we will keep you posted. 

 Covid is still very much in evidence in the wider 
 community. We remain extremely grateful for your support 
 in ensuring we keep its spread to a minimum in school. 

 Best Wishes 
 Stephen 

 Dates for the Diary: 

 ★  Monday 28th March 2022 -  HPV vaccination in 
 school (morning) for years 8 & 9. 

 ★  Friday 8th April 2022 -  last day of term (early finish 
 time of 1.15pm). 

 ★  Monday 25th April 2022 -  Pupils return to school. 
 ★  Friday 27th May 2022  - last day of term (normal 

 finish time). 
 ★  Tuesday 7th June 2022  - Pupils return to school. 

 This week’s round up from the classes… 
 Reception / KS1: Sunflower Class: 

 We have 
 continued with 
 our Minibeast 
 theme over the 
 past few weeks 
 and have 
 chopped, drawn 
 and hunted for 
 beasts galore. 
 We have also 
 been working on 
 our fine motor 
 skills at every 
 opportunity and 
 been very 
 creative around this, making caterpillars, lines and trails. 

 With the arrival of spring we took the opportunity to look for 
 tell tale signs in the garden, drawing and painting some lovely 
 daffodils which are now displayed in the classroom for all to 
 see. 
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 Music for Autism 

 On Friday we were 
 lucky enough to 
 have a Music for 
 Autism visit again. 
 This time they were 
 able to visit both 
 the Secondary and 
 Primary sites in 
 person and it was 
 wonderful to have 

 live music out in the open air in our beautiful 
 playgrounds.  We are 
 very grateful for their 
 continued support.  The 
 children respond to the 
 music so well! 

 KS1: Snowdrop Class: 
 The students have been quite busy as we continued to 
 explore our minibeasts theme. We are very excited about our 
 own class caterpillars growing and we can’t wait to see them 
 as butterflies one of these days. 

 We have been counting minibeasts and building houses for 
 them. We enjoyed a sensory story on the Very Hungry 
 Caterpillar. We practised handwriting and learnt about the 
 letters ‘o’ and ‘g’ this fortnight. 

 We made sentences about our story The Very Busy Spider 
 and like always, enjoyed visiting the PE hall for safe 
 development of our gross motor skills. We absolutely loved 
 painting and creating our own version of minibeasts through 
 art. 



 KS3/4 Iris Class: 

 We have had a lovely few weeks, enjoying the beautiful 

 weather and trying to spend as much time outside as 

 possible making some outdoor music or art. We also tried 

 some new outdoor equipment, and we are preparing the 

 planters at the Venison house to plant yummy vegetables! 

 We continue working hard on our maths skills to recognise 

 numbers and use manipulatives like Numicon. We are also 

 learning the time, and some of us are starting to use a but 

 timetable! 

 KS1: Sweet Pea Class: 
 We have had a lovely couple of weeks, enjoying our insect 
 themed activities.  Last week we focused on slugs and snails 
 and had many mark making, maths and sensory activities 
 based on these creepy crawlies. 

 We have also been monitoring 
 our live caterpillars and have 
 enjoyed watching them grow 
 from tiny caterpillars to 
 chrysalises. 

 We have also taken 
 advantage of the 
 lovely sunny 
 weather this week 
 and have been 
 exploring and 
 engaging in outdoor 
 activities. 

 During Maths lessons this week we 
 have focused on shape, space and 
 measure.  We enjoyed hunting for 
 shapes in rice and lentils and using 
 Numicon to understand number and 
 size. 



 KS3/4 Cosmos Class 

 We have had a great few weeks and  have enjoyed baking a 

 variety of foods such as delicious cheese scones and soda 

 bread. We use symbols to order the instructions and some 

 of us wrote them. We then followed instructions and used 

 the equipment safely. 

 We have been enjoying spending time outside as the 

 weather has been so beautiful. We have had fun exploring 

 the outside equipment, some of us were big fans of the 

 new balance board! 

 KS3: Ivy Class: 
 The wonderful weather has meant that we have thoroughly 
 enjoyed being outside. This supports our mental health and 
 provides us opportunities for SLICE. Ivy Class have 
 continued with our weekly gardening sessions, preparing 
 the soil for planting. We also had time with Bella the 
 Therapy dog, where we worked on safe interactions, turn 
 taking and good communication. Bella thoroughly enjoyed 
 being groomed! 

 KS1/KS2: Snapdragon Class: 

 It’s been a busy couple of weeks and the children have 

 enjoyed exploring our minibeast theme even further.  March 

 20th was The Very Hungry Caterpillar Day, so we’ve been 

 sharing a sensory version of the story and have been using it 

 as the basis for some of our Maths work too.  It’s also been 

 lovely to watch our very own class caterpillars grow and grow 

 over the last couple of weeks too. 

 In Cooking activities we’ve made pastry snails and worm 

 sausage rolls, which tasted better than they sound!  In Art 

 we’ve celebrated the arrival of spring by using different 

 coloured popcorn to make blossoming trees.  We marked St 

 Patrick’s Day with some sensory Maths by making handprint 

 shamrocks. 



 KS3: Ivy Class: 

 Ivy Class enjoyed other forms of mindfulness and keeping 
 physically active, through yoga and Sensory Circuits. Whilst 
 we continue to follow our individual targets for fine and 
 gross motor skills. 

 In cognition and learning activities, we are developing our 
 skills through games and practical activities. In maths, we 
 have been building jigsaws that help us to read the time, 
 with some of us working on quarter to, which is really 
 tricky! Numicon has been used to help us to learn our 
 number bonds. We also did a lot of outdoor learning, 
 thoroughly enjoying reading books in the sunshine! 

 We have enjoyed making carrot cake muffins and soda 
 bread. Cooking helps us in so many ways. We take turns, 
 communicate and use our fine motor skills, as well as 
 learning how to keep safe in the kitchen. 

 KS2: Lotus Class: 

 We have continued working on our theme  Awesome Earth 
 and this time we have explored Northern Ireland and Mexico. 
 Last week children  took part in activities about St. Patrick’s 
 Day with music, cooking  and sensory exploration. 

 In our cooking last week we 
 made soda 
 bread, which 
 we all tasted 
 at snack 
 time in the 

 afternoon. This 
 week we made 
 Vegetarian Nachos. 

 Our children engaged in our PE 
 sessions in the hall. 

 As the weather became warmer, 
 children also enjoyed various outdoor 
 physical activities, including a walk into 
 the meadow last Friday. 



 KS4/Sixth Form: Clover Class: 

 We have been continuing our 
 work using different activities to 
 work on individual outcomes. 
 We have enjoyed using games 
 such as monopoly, table football 
 and pig goes pop to work on our 
 communication students. 

 Clover Class have also begun working on our life skills to 
 tidy away and use the hoover and also practising making 
 our bed by putting a cover on pillows and duvets. 

 We have focused on 
 our mental health 
 and wellbeing by 
 participating in yoga 
 and doing outside 
 learning 

 We have also continued to join in with our weekly cooking 
 sessions. We have been making cheese scones and carrot 
 cake muffins. 

 KS2: Lupin Class: 

 What a busy time we 
 have had since the last 
 Newsletter! 

 Barnaby Bear travelled to 
 Ireland and we learnt 
 about giants and soda 
 bread.  We painted 
 rainbows using a ruler too! 

 We also worked hard on 
 our maths skills, making 
 different types of 
 patterns. 

 This week Barnaby Bear 
 went on to Mexico!  So 
 we just had to make 
 nachos.  They were very 
 healthy as they had 
 beans, avocado, 

 tomatoes, and peppers.  To keep them healthy we made 
 our own nachos by cutting 
 up tortillas and grilling 
 them. 

 They were also delicious 
 as they were all eaten up 
 very quickly! 

 We 
 also made the most of the 
 sunshine to take our learning 

 outside.  Outdoor PE meant we 
 could practise our pedalling 
 skills as well as our ball skills. 



 Sixth  Form: Elderflower Class: 
 We have had another two busy weeks in Elderflower. 
 Small groups of student’s have been taking part in 
 community visits including walking to the village, Wheels, 
 visiting the Wheatley Park library and swimming for leisure. 
 Students have been finishing off life skill challenges for 
 example making themselves beans or tomatoes or cheese 
 on toast for lunch on Tuesday. 
 Each week we have been making smoothies. The smoothie 
 made last week was strawberry and banana. Some students 
 used a BIG MACK button while others used the switch on 
 the blender to operate it. The student’s decided this is their 
 preferred smoothie so far. 

 Students have been finishing a life 
 skill challenge about portraits, 
 activities 
 completed 
 so far 
 include 
 making 
 facial 
 expressions 
 and mixing 

 up photographs to make 
 interesting faces. 

 Students 
 have had fun 
 keeping fit 
 and working 
 together to 
 play Curling 
 and Boccia. 

 KS2: Lavender Class: 
 We have had a very busy few weeks in Lavender class and 
 have been enjoying spending time outside enjoying the 
 beautiful sunshine.  We have been working hard focusing on 
 our maths targets and have been exploring addition, 
 subtraction and number bonds. 

 We have also been enjoying music sessions and have been 
 exploring different instruments and playing them and 
 exploring different sounds. 



 Sixth  Form: Elderflower Class:  Maths activities completed 
 this week included playing board games,revising 
 division,practising weighing and measuring when making 
 pastry for cheese and onion pasties. 
 We have now finished our decorated 
 fabric bags, this was for part of our 
 hobbies life skill 
 challenge. 

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 Please remember to join our  National 
 Online Safety training  platform  where 
 you could access all the  resources 
 including Parents/Carers courses 
 (presented by Myleene Klass), online 
 video resources and weekly guides 
 covering a huge range of topics. 

 To create your account, please follow 
 https://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/john-watson-school 
 & complete your details. When you’re set up, you’ll be able to 
 set ‘Parent/Carer’ as your user type. 
 You can access National Online Safety online via any device- 
 including via our brand-new smartphone app. To download the 
 app, please go to: 

 apple app  google/android app 

 Ukraine Crisis 
 Thank you to each and everyone of you that has donated so 
 far to the school collection for Ukraine. We have received 
 notification that the baby clothing/ utensils went direct to 
 the border with Poland and the third haulage container 
 arrived safely in Lviv yesterday. 

 KS2: Lilac Class 
 We have had a very busy couple of weeks and have 
 completed a range of different activities. We have enjoyed 
 taking part in PE lessons outside, enjoying the beautiful 
 weather we have been having. They have completed a range 
 of sports adapting cricket , rounders and football. Pupils have 
 enjoyed playing kickball rounders developing a range of 
 different skills such as working as a team and developing 
 gross motor skills of throwing, catching and kicking a ball. 

 We have also enjoyed completing our cooking lessons 
 following a scheme that looks at food from different 
 countries. This week we visited Mexico and enjoyed making 
 Vegetable Nacho’s. Pupils have developed their fine motor 
 skills by independently cutting up the vegetable ready to mix 
 together and cook. 

 They have also developed their reading and Maths skills by 
 following recipes to support the cooking and measuring out 
 the correct ingredients. 

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/john-watson-school
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/john-watson-school
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/national-online-safety/id1530342372
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.co.nationaleducationgroup.nos

