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Dear Parents

As you may be aware we had an outbreak of COVID.
Thankfully this seems to be under control now, thank you
everyone for your patience and understanding.

I thought I would share some positive news from this week
with you:

The Meet the Teacher meetings went well, despite having to
be online due to COVID. Thank you to those who were able
to join.

The revamped secondary play area , eagerly awaited by our
secondary students., is already having a positive impact on
engagement levels and social and  physical development.

I am pleased to be able to report that the Secondary
extension is moving along nicely and we expect the building
to land in November, weather permitting. It is a modular
build design which will have a conventional shell to blend
with the current build.

We very  much hope families have a restful half term break.

Stephen

Dates for the Diary:

★ Thursday 21st October 2021 - last day of term
(normal finish time)

★ Friday 22nd October 2021 - INSET Day
(closed to pupils)

★ Monday 1st November 2021 - Pupils return to school
★ Friday 17th December 2021- last day of term

(early finish time of 1.15pm)
★ Tuesday 4th & 5th January 2022 - INSET Day

(closed to pupils)
★ Thursday 6th January 2022 - Pupils return to school

This week’s round up from the classes…

Reception / KS1: Sunflower Class:

We have continued to
have a productive week
as everyone is now
settled into the school
routine. The past few
weeks we have worked
on motor skills and
dressing as well as
personal care.

We are really proud of
every child in the class for
working on their targets
and we have had some
good success stories. This
week we digressed from
the theme slightly and
went with the children's
interests. Activities were
planned around the
leaves falling and the
colourful Autumn days.

The children had great fun
making ramps and filling
and emptying containers
with all the conkers and
we have. We also had a
great sensory experience
of breaking open a large
pumpkin and seeing what
was inside.
We have looked at
themed books, drawn,
mark made, and glued
with craft activities around the season that's amongst us.
Well done Sunflower Class!
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KS3/4 Iris Class:

As usual, we had a fantastic couple of weeks in Iris class.
We continue practising our maths skills using scoops or
scales depending on our levels. Some of us are practising our
multiplication and division skills by adapting recipes,
doubling or halving
ingredients.

We also continue to put our
reading skills into practice when
cooking following recipes or to

identify ingredients using symbols.

We have continued to improve
our communication and

interaction skills by playing board games with peers,
Wheatley Park and Magdalen College School Sixth Formers
during our reverse interaction sessions. We keep practising
our independence skills by doing the dishes, sweeping the
floor or putting coats on when we go outside independently.

KS1: Sweet Pea Class:

Sweet Pea Class has continued to enjoy the theme of fur and
feathers and scales and have done various art and sensory
activities to explore this theme.

Last week we started a new sensory story called a Hole in the
Bottom of the Sea and we have all been enjoying being some
of the sea animals in the story as well as reenacting the story
in our play.  It also became the focus for last week's cooking
activity when we made jellyfish quesadillas.

We have continued to focus on self care and independence
skills.  We have been especially focused on toothbrushing
skills and we all participate in daily sessions.



KS3/4 Cosmos Class
Cosmos have once again had a
busy couple of weeks. We have
continued our focus on  building
relationships and working with
peers that they may not usually
work with, alongside looking after
our mental health and wellbeing.

The pupils
have been
exploring
different

activities, both physical and
mindfulness which makes them happy
and feel calm. For some this was
music, singing and  dancing, keep fit
exercise routines, or jumping on the
outdoor trampoline. For others it was meditation activities,
colouring, puzzles or exploring different textures and
ingredients in sensory trays.

They  have worked hard on their
Communication and Interaction targets,
playing games linked to their Individual
targets such as following instructions,
asking questions and making choices
and of course interacting with others.
Pupils have also been applying their
addition, multiplication and counting
skills  to Maths games, Cooking, and
Science activities.

Recently we had an Attention
Autism session, which led to them
all having a go at their own sensory
science experiment on making
potions.  Some pupils made
predictions on what would happen
and why,
others
commented
on what
they could
see. They
had to read
and  follow
the written
and
symbolic
instructions carefully to stay safe
and complete the experiment.
They then went on to order steps or
write out the experiment and
ingredients used.

KS1/KS2: Snapdragon Class:

It’s been a busy
couple of weeks
in Snapdragon
Class.  We clung
on to the
summer as long
as possible,
practising
hand-eye
coordination
with some
cricket.  The
next Joe Root
may be among
us!  We’ve had
lots of great social interactions in Snapdragon Class.  A focus
on collaborative play has seen the children sharing, turn
taking and cooperation.

We’ve begun
exploring the
sights and
textures of
autumn, using
fallen leaves in
Maths and Art.
We’ve also been
investigating
some seasonal
produce,
including a very
large pumpkin.

The children have
also been developing their fine-motor skills, chopping fruit to
make animal faces, using scissors safely and threading
feathers.  We’ve also enjoyed creating fizzing volcanoes by
adding vinegar to paint mixed with baking powder.

Maths has taken
a spooky turn as
we’ve created
multi-legged and
eyed creepy
crawlies



KS3: Ivy Class:

As our first half term comes to a close, we continue to be as
busy as ever. Our learning has focused on using a range of
skills, with students engaging in measuring activities,
alongside developing their social interaction with others.

Following our theme of In Out and Beyond, Ivy Class worked
on building relationships with others, creating portraits of
them. Students worked using communication aids to think
about the person’s features.

Being healthy is really important and we have made fruit
salad jelly, followed by this week’s tortilla pizzas. It has been
important for us to follow instructions and use knives safely,
building fine motor confidence.

We have of course been delighted to use the new outdoor
learning area, with students increasing their physical activity,
communicating to make requests and taking turns with their
peers. It has also been lots of fun!

KS2: Lotus Class:

Lotus Class have continued working on the theme All About
Me, focusing on the 5 senses. Our children explored light and
sounds through lots of sensory activities, including sensory
stories, sensory Maths, English, mark making, sensory play,
Science experiments, attention groups,  and nature walks.

Last week Lotus Class enjoyed  a
walk to the local park, exploring
the equipment and the
surroundings.

As part of
the
attention

group this week we focused on different
shades of colour and children made their
own lava lamps using oil, food colouring,
glitter and water.

Our children created some
beautiful stained glass window
effects in their Science lesson this
week.

In cooking we made fruit crumble and boat pizzas, which
they enjoyed eating at snack time.

As part of the sensory story The Artist Who Painted a Horse
Blue, by Eric Carle our children joined in with a painting
activity, choosing their own colours to paint animal
templates of their own choice, followed by written and
reading activities.



KS4/Sixth Form: Clover Class:

In Clover Class, we have been working hard on our Life skills.
We have been using manipulatives and real life objects in
Maths. In English we have been using computers to focus on
our targets and work on our computer and online safety.

We have really enjoyed our
reverse integration sessions this week with Magdalen
College School and Wheatley Park School. Everyone has
participated in the activities and engaged in social
interactions.

We have been engaging our weekly cooking sessions and
have used these skills on a day to day basis, for example,
cutting up our fruit for snack

KS2: Lupin Class:

We have had a lot of fun in the last two weeks as we have
learnt about our sense of hearing, sight and taste.

Last week we shared books
about sounds, including
What the Ladybird Heard.
This inspired us to write
our own books of Farm
Animal Sounds using
symbols and our own
handwriting.  We also
made a crunchy pasta
salad and a ladybird

biscuit.  We had to be very
careful to keep ourselves safe
when we were using the
graters and the knives to
grate and chop the crunchy
vegetables.

We had to use our maths
skills when we made a
ladybird biscuit as we had to
count out the number of
spots for each ladybird.

Our outdoor music lesson with Rachel Cave meant that we
could make very loud music and very calm music with a

variety of instruments
that we could tap, strum
or shake.

We moved on to learning
about the sense of sight
this week.  To help us
learn about how we need
light to see, we had an
exploration session in a
dark, dark tent.  We
couldn’t see anything!

Then we used different light up equipment to compare how
bright they were in the dark.



Sixth Form: Elderflower Class:

A group of sixth form students visited the bakery in the
village this week to practise their communication, numeracy
and road safety knowledge. Other community visits
completed this week included swimming and our weekly visit
to the Wheatley Park library.

Independence  skill activities include making toast, filled
rolls,  pizza by using a packet mix base and cold drinks
including milkshakes or orange squash.

Childcare activities on a Thursday afternoon are a great
favourite, this week the students brushed the real life baby
dolls with a soft brush and the hairdressing head with a
normal hair brush. Students dressed their dolls by using
clothes suitable for a new born including socks and vests.

The herbs which a small group of students
sowed from a packet of seeds are
beginning to germinate.
During this week's gardening lesson we
continued to weed the raised bed at the
Venison House.

KS2: Lavender Class:

We have had a
lovely few weeks in
Lavender Class.  We
have been very busy
exploring our
senses. We loved
going into the dark
den and exploring
different lights.

We loved taking part in
our tasting experiment
and enjoyed tasting
salty crisps, sour lemon,
sweet jam and bitter
chocolate.

KS2: Lilac Class

In the last two
weeks we have
been enjoying
exploring our topic
of All about me.
We have been
focusing on senses
and have done a
variety of exciting
activities such as
making delicious
pizza boats when we were learning about taste. The children
chose what toppings they did and didn't like and followed
instructions to make the pizza boats. They also used a knife
to safely and carefully prepare the vegetables such as
peppers. The children enjoyed eating them at lunchtime!

We have also
enjoyed
learning about
the sense sight.
The children
loved exploring
the dark tent, a
particular
favourite item in
it was the UV
writing board

which they practised letter formation on. They enjoyed
painting animals in lots of different colours after reading a
story about lots of different coloured animals. It was great to
see the children using their creativity and imagination to
produce some lovely paintings!


