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Dear Parents

Wow we have nearly got there!   Your children have
worked so hard and achieved so much this term. Thank you
so much for all your support.  We are deeply grateful  for
the effective working relationships that we have with you
all.
As we look forward to the holidays we are hopeful that
everyone will have a good break and keep well.
We  will be having a couple of INSET days in January to
support the curriculum  and managing behaviour, so weill
look forward to seeing you all  on Thursday 6th January.
By then,  we are expecting to see the main secondary
building on site, weather permitting. Exciting times ahead
as John Watson School accommodation grows. After
Easter secondary students will hopefully be able to use the
fabulous new Lifeskills room etc.

Have a Happy Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Best Wishes
Stephen

Dates for the Diary:

★ Friday 17th December 2021- last day of term
(early finish time of 1.15pm)

★ Tuesday 4th & 5th January 2022 - INSET Days
(closed to pupils)

★ Thursday 6th January 2022 - Pupils return to
school

★ Wednesday 19th January 2022 - HPV Vaccination
in school for year 8 & 9’s

This week’s round up from the classes…

Reception / KS1: Sunflower Class:
We have had a busy fortnight as we get nearer to the end of
term. We have been focusing on cold weather so we have
played with our snow scene and enjoyed the sensory aspect
of the cotton wool and white paint. We have also been
counting and sorting. We have counted Christmas baubles
and vegetables (carrots and sprouts).

We have continued to listen to our Christmas song The Little
Snowflake and we have made sparkly snowflakes for us to
hold while we dance to the music.
We have continued to enjoy our time outside and have
continued to explore the climbing frame and wheeled toys.
We also really enjoy listening to counting songs on the white
board and like to use the board pens to draw on the big
screen.
We have also been playing with dolls house furniture and
thinking about the furniture we have in our house and in
maths we have been stacking and counting shapes
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Secondary Enterprise
Our Virtual Pop-up Shop is now open!

As part of our careers
development, we have been
working hard to use our creative
talents to produce items we can
sell. All students have been
involved in creating a range of
festive decorations, coasters and
plant pots. Some students used
their English and Maths skills to
formulate a pricing structure and
consider how to sell them. The

student council voted to use the profits towards saving for
a hand-cycle.
Please follow the link to find festive items for sale. All
products sold on a first come, first served basis - Order
Form
Please contact Trudi with orders or any queries:
t.rainsberry@johnwatsonschool.org

KS3/4 Iris Class:
These last two weeks have been
very busy in Iris class.

We continue to work on our
reading and writing skills based
on the Sound and Reading
Sistem activity
related to

practising our reading and writing and
reading comprehension.

We also continue to work on our
independence skills by reading and
following recipes to cook cheese cones or
dry lemon for potpourri bags.

For Maths, we continue solving problems adapting recipes
depending on the ingredients or measuring scoops or grams
of those ingredients. Some of us are also working on solving
time problems, calculating when the food will be ready or
learning to put a timer on an iPod.

We have been working really hard to have all of the art craft
resources finished for the enterprise during the past week.

KS1: Sweet Pea Class:
The past two weeks  have been very exciting for Sweet Pea
class.  We have continued to explore our Christmas and
Winter theme and particularly enjoyed the snow and ice that
we had last week.  It was great to feel the smooth slippery
blocks of ice and the cold powdery snow.

We have then focused on fine motor activities and in line with
our christmas theme, made lolly stick snowflakes and plastic
bottle snowmen.

We also continued to focus on the
gingerbread man sensory story and
have done activities around the story.
We have also done a christmas
sensory story and explored different
sensory christmas activities.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13-H4KtJdUPpLCW_Xxlrk_-5yESZqouhW/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13-H4KtJdUPpLCW_Xxlrk_-5yESZqouhW/view?usp=sharing


KS3/4 Cosmos Class
We have had a busy 2 weeks in Cosmos.

The students  have continued to
focus on their individual targets for
English. Some pupils have been
answering questions about a book
using visual symbols from a choice
of 2 or 3 answers. Some have been
researching topics that interest
them and finding out facts or
answering questions about it.
Others have continued to work on
their SRS skills and are becoming

much more confident.

In maths they have continued to
work on addition, subtraction,
multiplication and division as well
as counting and recognising
amounts, money and time
activities. Some pupils have linked
cooking with their addition
targets.. They used shopping lists
of the cooking ingredients they
will be using that week. They
chose two items, recorded the
cost in addition calculations and worked out the total cost.

We have also continued to work on our independence
including cleaning our own tables after sensory or messy
activities. Some pupils have been washing up plates, cutlery,
cooking equipment and their own sensory trays.

KS1/KS2: Snapdragon Class:
Our winter theme conveniently coincided with some snowfall

which the children enjoyed making prints and tracks in.  We

have also been decorating the classroom in winter scenes and

woolly hat and mitten bunting to practise fine motor skills.  In

Maths we’ve made cotton wool snowmen to develop our

counting and matching skills.

Despite the changeable weather, Snapdragon Class have
embraced outdoor learning over the last couple of weeks.
The children have been developing their gross motor skills
and hand eye coordination with ball games and challenging
themselves on the climbing apparatus.  Outside we’ve also
focused on repeating patterns in Maths and a wide range of
mark-making opportunities.



KS3: Ivy Class:
Work has continued at pace in Ivy
Class. We have been busy practicing
our communication, English and
Maths skills in a range of ways. As
communication is key, we practice
and use our skills throughout the
day. Ivy Class are increasingly
independent, alongside making
informed choices.

Numicon has helped us to visualise
and use our number skills. Whilst
water has proved a fabulous way to
measure more, less and the same, as
well as comparing and counting. In
cooking, some of us have measured
using scales and others have made use
of measuring cups.

Developing our English skills, we
continue to read and enjoy sharing
books on a daily basis. Including SRS
and phonic activities. We have also
developed our
fine motor and
memory skills
through
building
jigsaws.

Supporting our mental health and
wellbeing, as well as gross motor
development, we have enjoyed the

outdoor
learning area,
sensory
circuits,
go-karts and
bikes.

KS2: Lotus Class:
In Lotus Class we have been very busy working on activities
about winter. Children engaged in colouring and drawing
winter sceneries. They joined in with the attention groups,
taking turns with their peers, e.g.  to decorate snowflakes.

In our cooking session we made and
decorated delicious cookies, which we
enjoyed for the snack in the afternoon.
Some children helped to read the recipe
instructions and the ingredients.

We continued
working on our Maths
and English skills. In
English we learned
about emotions and
we read “The Colour

Monster”, by Anna Llenas. We also explored other books,
such as ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar”, by Eric Carl and “The
Three Little Pigs”.

In Maths we worked on shapes, counting and number  bonds
to 10.

Last Friday we finished our week with a cosy and relaxing
massage session with music and sensory exploration.

We hope you all have a lovely Christmas Holiday!



KS4/Sixth Form: Clover Class:

Clover Class has had a busy 2 weeks. We have been using
our life skills while focusing on our theme of “in, out and
beyond”. We have used our school programmes, like Sound
Reading System and numicon, to work on our individual
targets and support us with our practical lessons of cooking.

Students have been reading and following recipes, working
together collaboratively, weighing ingredients and
measuring spoonfuls of ingredients.

The students have been using
their own skills to create items
for our Christmas Enterprise.
Including baubles, coasters and
tree decorations.

We have also had great fun using
our new playground equipment
and learning to master new skills.

KS2: Lupin Class:
Two weeks ago we
were all very excited
to come to school
with a scattering of
snow!  We finished
our work quickly and
then got out to play
in it.  The snow was a
fine powder which
was great for
throwing snowballs,
and there was lots of
ice to explore too.

We also decided to bake a favourite food of ours - chocolate
cake!  We made
lots so that we
could have cake
and custard for
two days.  It took
a lot of maths
skills - counting,
measuring - and
physical skills -
pouring and
stirring.  It was
fun to make, and
fun to eat, too!

We have also started
work on our Holiday
Crafts.  Last week we
made decorative
snowmen, inspired
by the snow we had
seen on Monday.  We
had to cut out the
shape, add snow
balls to make its
body, and then remember to add the eyes and a nose.

We have also
continued with work
on our other targets,
such as making
repeating patterns
and labelling 2D
shapes, and counting,
addition and
subtraction.



Sixth Form: Elderflower Class:
A group of students have been
learning to use a microwave. This
included cooking jacket potatoes
for 5mins in the microwave
before they were put into the
oven for 30 minutes to crisp up
the skins. When cooled the
potatoes were cut in half before
the potato was scooped out and

mixed
with
milk, margarine and grated cheese.
After the potato contents had been
mashed together it was spooned
back into the potato skins.
Students complete housework at
least twice a week, tasks include
hanging laundry on the clothes
horse, wiping tables and washing
up.

Students have also been busy
making wrapping paper by printing in paint and finishing
their decoupage models.
The stylish wrapping paper was used to decorate the
hyacinth bulbs which were planted in September.

Linked to a life skill challenge, one of the year 14 student’s
made bread sauce so the other student’s could taste 3
Christmas foods including sliced turkey and cranberry
sauce.

KS2: Lavender Class:

We have had a busy few weeks in Lavender class.  We have
been thinking about the weather and really enjoyed exploring
the ice and snow.  We investigated the frozen playground and
enjoyed finding large chunks of ice.  We had a go with “ice
painting” and even made an ice rainbow.

We have been very busy this week developing our maths
skills.  We have been working on our maths targets and have
been working hard with ordering numbers, forming numbers
and working on our bonds to 10.

This week we enjoyed a lovely winter walk round wheatley
spotting “signs of Christmas”.  We found beautiful Christmas
lights in shop windows, a lovely Christmas tree, four little elfs
and a giant elf.  We stood by the giant elf and sang him our
Christmas song.



During the term students have grown herbs from seed
including parsley and herbs. This week we compared our
self grown herbs with  shop bought fresh  and dried.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

JWS Mental Health Reflections:
Looking after our wellbeing is
essential in order for us to have the
tools to support our children’s
mental health.

We hope you find our ideas and tips
helpful:

1. Childline has a Toolbox of
ideas and activities. You
could support your child to try the Calm zone

2. Check out a short video/vlog on Social Pressures for
young people - log on and access through the NOS
website - link here

3. Thinking of positive aspects in your life, can be
beneficial for mental health and wellbeing - Dr
Pooky Knightsmith suggests trying to think of 3

Good Things - link here

KS2: Lilac Class

We have been enjoying our topic of ‘All about me’. Last week
we worked on our communication skills by asking each other
what our favourite things are, such as our favourite foods and
favourite toys. We then wrote about them and drew some
lovely pictures.

This week we have been learning about what animals live in
cold climates. We sorted animals into groups that live in hot
places, and those that live in cold places like the antarctic. We
used the internet to research facts about reindeers. We
created our own reindeer fact files!

After learning about reindeer, we started to practise our class
Christmas song ‘Rudolph the Rednosed Reindeer’. We learnt
the makaton signs for reindeer, nose, glows, Christmas and
santa. We then had a lovely afternoon performing it to our
friends.

https://www.childline.org.uk/toolbox/calm-zone/
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/hub/view/webinar/social-pressures
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dSMjzhDUurA

