
 John Watson School Newsletter 
 8th April 2022 

 Contact Details:  01865 452725  www.johnwatsonschool.org 
 office@johnwatsonschool.org  ,  secondary@johnwatsonschool.org 

 Dear Parents/Carers, 

 I hope you all have a wonderful  Easter break, we are 
 all looking forward to the summer term. 

 Best Wishes 
 Stephen 

 Dates for the Diary: 

 ★  Friday 8th April 2022 -  last day of term (early finish 
 time of 1.15pm). 

 ★  Monday 25th April 2022 -  Pupils return to school. 
 ★  Monday 9th May 2022  - TDP/MENacwy vaccination 

 in school for year 9 students 
 ★  Friday 27th May 2022  - last day of term (normal 

 finish time). 
 ★  Tuesday 7th June 2022  - Pupils return to school. 

 This week’s round up from the classes… 
 Reception / 
 KS1: 
 Sunflower 
 Class: 
 Sunflowers 
 have 
 engaged 
 really well 
 with the 
 minibeast 
 topic this 
 term. We 
 have enjoyed 
 The Very 
 Hungry 

 Caterpillar  and this has steered 
 our learning throughout the 
 past few weeks. We have 
 enjoyed watching real life 
 caterpillars transform into 
 butterflies and hope to get 
 more again next term. We 
 have truly begun to work 

 together much 
 more, showing our 
 own growth and 
 development too. 
 This week our focus 
 turned to Easter 
 celebrations and we 
 have made cards, 
 nests and bonnets 
 to celebrate the 
 final week of term. 
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 KS3/4 Iris Class: 

 We had a busy couple of weeks as usual. 

 For English, we are working on finding ingredients and 

 equipment and finding them. We are putting our 

 communication and interaction skills into practice by 

 playing social games and using Communication Mats if 

 needed. 

 For Maths, we continue working on putting into practice 

 our timetables by doubling and halving ingredients. We also 

 continue to recognise the time using analogue and digital 

 clocks. We calculate one hour more or after or learning 

 about bus timetables. 

 KS1: Snowdrop Class: 
 We have enjoyed the Minibeast topic this term. We were very 
 excited to see four live butterflies this week. They are 
 beautiful and we had to be very gentle as we fed them and 
 later set them free. 

 In Maths we counted spots on 
 ladybirds and we sequenced 
 them by sizes. We made beautiful 
 artwork and made sentences 
 about minibeasts. We worked on 
 bonds to 5 and matched numicon 
 with giant number lines to 
 discover bonds of 10. We built 
 them houses with blocks. 

 In English we role-played 
 our story  The Very Busy 
 Spider  with the giant 
 plastic bugs as well as 
 with dress-ups. We made 
 sentences and we 
 matched the bugs with 
 their names. 

 We painted butterflies, bees and 
 made gorgeous window decor 
 with insect body parts as puzzles. 
 We even painted rocks to look like 
 our favourite bug. We made our 
 own bugs with play dough, Kids 
 Knex and Linking Blocks. 



 We continue having very active afternoons, doing a lot of 

 exercises like going on the go-karts, bikes and trikes, taking 

 turns to jump on the trampoline. We also have dance, yoga, 

 curling and our weekly cricket sessions with  Lord  Taverners  . 

 We continue pulling weeds and preparing the raised bed to 

 plant lots of lovely vegetables during cooking and sensory 

 activities. 

 KS3/4 Cosmos Class 

 We have had a busy couple of weeks in class. We have 

 enjoyed engaging in outdoor learning when the weather 

 allowed, especially maths. We have been learning what 

 makes a healthy pack lunch. We followed instructions to 

 make some sandwiches, we chose what fillings we wanted 

 in this. 

 KS1: Sweet Pea Class: 
 Sweet Pea class has had a fun filled last few weeks. We have 
 continued to focus on our bug theme and this has influenced 
 our Attention Autism and craft activities.  We enjoyed taking 
 turns in stage 3 with the Incy Wincy Spider umbrella session 
 and making paper plate ladybirds in stage 4. 

 Cooking and food play 
 activities have also been 
 a focus this week.  We 
 enjoyed making our pizza 
 baguettes, following 
 visual instructions and 
 counting the pieces of 
 pepperoni. We loved 
 eating them too! 

 Easter celebrations started this week and this has been the 
 theme of our activities. We did a chick hunt in rice for maths 
 and made Easter bonnets for our Easter Assembly. 
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 We have been enjoying the fresh Spring weather, we 

 discussed what we may see in the Springtime. We then 

 learnt how to use the Ipods to take photos. We enjoyed 

 taking a walk down the venison house to take some photos 

 of flowers, trees and grass. Our photography looks great! 

 KS3: Ivy Class: 
 Goodness what changes in weather we have been 
 experiencing. Ivy Class made the most of the fine weather 
 and enjoyed using our independence skills to continue 
 cultivating the planters ready to receive seeds and plants. 

 It was also fabulous to engage in more outdoor learning, 
 particularly for our maths activities. Ivy Class love maths 
 and we use so many different ways to learn our skills in 
 number, time and measure. 

 KS1/KS2: Snapdragon Class: 
 Snapdragon Class have enjoyed and responded well to our 

 minibeast theme this term.  The children have shown great 

 collaboration as they made a  Very Hungry Caterpillar  collage 

 which supported our learning of shapes and colours.  Luckily 

 our class caterpillars have turned into beautiful butterflies 

 before the Easter break, and we have enjoyed seeing the 

 transformation.  We have continued to enjoy the story ‘What 

 the Ladybird Heard’ and have had great fun with stick puppets 

 to match animals and animal sounds around the farmyard. 

 In Cooking activities we’ve worked on Maths as we made 

 pastry spiders and we’ve been developing our fine motor 

 skills by slicing cucumbers and tomatoes to make hungry 

 caterpillars.  In Science we looked at simple chain reactions 

 using vinegar and bicarbonate of soda to make fizzing and 

 buzzing bumble bees.  We’ve also been using songs to learn 

 and match body parts. 



 Following our core values of SLICE, we use our 
 independence skills to engage in as much of our learning as 
 possible. This includes following widgit instructions to 
 prepare healthy fruit pots and hot cross buns! 

 Using our gross and fine motor skills are an important part 
 of the day and week. Sensory Circuits is a particular 
 favourite on a Friday. We have also ridden the trikes, bikes 
 and go-karts. On Monday a visitor from Panathlon came to 
 teach us how to play Boccia and Kurling, which was exciting. 

 We hope Ivy Class will continue practising their skills at 
 home over the Easter break. 

 KS2: Lotus Class: 

 We have had 2 busy weeks continuing 
 working on the Awesome Earth theme 
 and last week we learnt about the 
 USA. Children participated in various 
 activities related to our topic, including 
 Maths, English, Attention Autism 

 (popcorn) and cooking. 

 In cooking we  made key lime pie, which we all enjoyed as a 

 snack in the afternoon. Children used their fine motor skills to 

 squeeze the lime juice, crumble the biscuits using a roller pin 

 and mix the ingredients. Last Friday our children used the hall 

 equipment in their PE session: walking on the beam, climbing 

 on the climbing frame and engaging in throwing and catching 

 a ball. 

 This week our 
 children enjoyed 
 activities related to 
 Easter celebrations. 
 They did an egg hunt 
 in flour, they 
 decorated Easter 
 bonnets to show off in the assembly 

 and cooked Easter biscuits and chocolate nests. 



 KS4/Sixth Form: Clover Class: 

 Clover Class students have been focusing lots on their life 
 skills. We have been using SRS and numicon to work on our 
 individual English and Maths targets and also used real life 
 learning e.g. using bus timetables to work on time and 
 measuring during cooking. 

 We have also been using communication games to continue 
 to work on our speech and language and social skills. Using 
 our ‘pop up cafe’ in class has also allowed the students to 
 work on communication, social and kitchen safety skills. 

 We have also loved using the 
 hoover to clear up the ‘mess’ in 
 the class and also practising our 
 independence to be able to put a 
 cover on a duvet and pillow. 
 These skills are hopefully being 
 put into practice at home. 
 Sixth  Form: Elderflower Class: 

 KS2: Lupin Class: 

 We have had 
 another busy two 
 weeks in Lupin 
 Class, continuing to 
 work on our maths 
 and our English 
 skills.  We have 
 been matching 
 objects to symbols 
 and sorting by 
 colour and learning 
 how to use a 
 number square. 

 Last week it started to snow!  This was extra exciting in 
 Lupin class as the snow was coming into the classroom 
 through the roof windows!  So we went outside to play 
 in the snow. 

 This week we were lucky enough to have a session with 
 the Panathlon team.  The class were able to learn how to 
 play Boccia and indoor curling. 

 We also wrote 
 Spring Cards and 
 made Easter 
 Bonnets! 



 We have been busy finishing Asdan coursework including 
 life skill challenges; started earlier on in the term. 
 One of the challenges the students have been completing is 
 learning how to play Boccia. Last Monday the weather was 
 so lovely the class had fun playing Boccia outside. The 
 students also took it in turns to practise scoring. 
 The smoothie we made last week was mango and banana. 
 Some students used a button to operate the liquidiser while 
 other students used the switch on the liquidiser. 

 Students have been using chrome books to practise writing 
 their names,sentences or short stories. 

 We have been developing our kneading skills during the 
 making of hot cross buns. 

 One of the leisure activities students complete weekly is 
 art. One of the artists we have been learning about is Joan 
 Miro. Students always read a fact sheet about the artist we 

 KS2: Lavender Class: 
 We have had a very busy few 
 weeks in Lavender class.  We 
 have continued to explore our 
 Awesome Earth topic and have 
 enjoyed learning about America. 
 Last week we made a delicious 
 Key Lime pie and demonstrated 
 our cooking skills by crushing 
 biscuits, whisking, mixing and 
 stirring.  All the children enjoyed 
 tasting it too, it was yummy. 

 We have been working hard on 
 our Maths and English targets and have been exploring mark 
 making in sand and enjoying number songs and rhymes. 

 KS2: Lilac Class 
 In lilac we have been extremely busy and active over the last 
 two weeks. Lilac class took part in a Panathlon that included 
 participating in activities such as indoor Kurling and Boccia. 
 Pupils enjoyed working in teams and playing games they 
 haven’t played before. 

 We have also continued to complete our English and Maths 
 and did this in a practical way using games. Pupils used target 
 boards to throw to generate numbers to add and subtract. 



 are studying . They learned that Miro became interested in 
 Surrealist art while living in Paris, and we discussed this 
 means that he used his thoughts and imagination to create 
 paintings. 

 Maths activities we have 
 completed this week 
 included playing games with our friends and 1-1 
 correspondence activities linked to independence. For 
 example How many cups do we need if 4 students are going 
 to make a cold drink? 
 One student used a google to research buses he could take 
 to the cinema so that he could watch a particular film. 

 Ukraine Crisis 
 Jennie took the last load of donations on Thursday 7th and 
 these have gone straight onto the next lorry for Lviv this 
 weekend. We thank you all for your generosity at this time. 
 Below is a collage of the recipients on receiving your 
 previous aid with thanks. 

 Pupils have also enjoyed cooking and eating Key lime pie 
 using the theme of America 

 We have also enjoyed making Easter bonnets for our parade 
 on Friday. We used the theme of Angry birds. 

 Primary Easter Assembly 

 We ended this term with a joint Primary Assembly.  Karen and 
 Stephen told a sensory Easter version of an old favourite - We 
 are Going on an Egg Hunt!  The children listened to the story 
 and joined in by singing ‘We’re going on an Egg Hunt!’  Then 
 we went on an Easter Bonnet Parade around the playground 
 before singing Chick, Chick, Chick, Chick, Chicken! 

 Happy Easter! 


