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Contact Details: 01865 452725  www.johnwatsonschool.org
office@johnwatsonschool.org , secondary@johnwatsonschool.org

Dates for the Diary:

★ Thursday 21st October 2021 - last day of term (normal
finish time)

★ Friday 22nd October 2021 - INSET Day
(closed to pupils)

★ Monday 1st November 2021 - Pupils return to school
★ Friday 17th December 2021- last day of term

(early finish time of 1.15pm)
★ Tuesday 4th & 5th January 2022 - INSET Day

(closed to pupils)
★ Thursday 6th January 2022 - Pupils return to school

Flu vaccination

The Immunisation Team
will be coming to school on
Tuesday 12th October 2021 to offer the flu vaccination. For
almost all children this is given by a quick, painless spray up
their nose. If a health condition such as a severe allergy
prevents your child from having the nasal flu spray, we will
contact you to discuss the suitability of an injection after we
receive your consent form.

Flu is an unpleasant illness and can cause serious complications,
such as bronchitis. Severe complications and hospital
admissions due to flu are more common for children with long
term health conditions. Vaccinating your child can protect them,
and by reducing the spread of the flu virus, can protect other
family members too.

Because the flu virus changes from year to year, it is important
that your child has a vaccination every year, before the start of
the flu season.

COVID-19 Vaccination (for age 12-15 years students)

You should have received an information pack via Parentmail
regarding the COVID-19 vaccination taking place in school on
12th October 2021. We will be sending you the consent details
and school code for you to give consent for your child to receive
this vaccination very soon.

This week’s round up from the classes…

Reception / KS1: Sunflower Class:
We have had a busy few weeks full of fur and feathers!
The children have really enjoyed looking at their and
some of the staff pets, so thank you for sending them in.

We have had great fun listening, reading, and acting out
the story of “Pete the Cat” and his new shoes. The
children have been colour sorting and mixing materials
to make different colours like Pete's shoes in the story.
This week we used  a sensory approach to maths and
english. Writing numerals and marks in squirty cream,
and painting with feathers and sticks. We have
continued mark-making outdoors and singing songs
using symbols to aid our speech.
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KS3/4 Iris Class:

We have had a busy couple weeks.
For our English lessons, we
continue working on our SRS skills
and reading comprehension.

We continue practising our
communication and interaction
skills by playing board games with
and without communication mats
to support us.

During our Maths sessions, we
continue working on number
recognition, adding numbers or
even double digits then we are
putting those skills into practice
by measuring ingredients using
digital scales.

We continue working on our
independence by wiping tables,
doing dishes and preparing simple meals.

KS1: Sweet Pea Class:
These past two weeks we have continued to focus on
our theme of Fur and Feathers.  Last week we looked at
furry animals and this week we explored feathered
animals, and had lots of fun making bird’s nests and
food for the birds.

We have also been focusing on food sensory play and
have been using various ingredients in different ways to
explore their textures.

We also focused on our gross motor skills in PE this
week.  We had great fun playing ball games, balancing
on the beam and climbing on the climbing frame.



KS3/4 Cosmos Class
We have had a busy couple of weeks.
In Communication and Interaction sessions we have been
learning to say and sign “Good morning/afternoon my name

is……..” We are  now
beginning to extend this,
with support, for “What’s
your name”. They will be
putting this into practice next
week to use the conversation
starters to greet both staff at
the Secondary Site and
visitors.

Pupils have continued to use games such as Snakes and Ladders
and Guess Who to support working with peers, asking questions
and using communication mats to interact with others. They have
enjoyed playing these with 6th form students from Wheatley
Park School during Reverse Integration Sessions.

In maths pupils have joined in a range of activities around
addition, multiplication, money, and practical sensory maths
including counting spoonfuls of ingredients to make Cheese
Straws.  In English we have continued with our SRS sessions and
SRS activities, reading comprehension and linking SRS reading
skills to our writing. Some pupils have explored sensory writing
activities.

Pupils have enjoyed taking
part in our weekly Cricket
sessions and keeping fit
routines, while some pupils
explored gross and fine
motor activities. They have
really enjoyed the therapy
dog Bella coming into school
and are becoming more
confident around her.

KS1/KS2: Snapdragon Class
The children have been enjoying our theme this term of
Fur & Feathers, where we have used animals as an
inspiration for developing communication and
interaction with Role Play and turn-taking.  Pets in
particular have featured in the children’s artwork,
painting our feet to make dogs.

We have been developing our writing skills using the
interactive whiteboard and having fun with some
Sensory Maths activities.  In Science we have looked at
how materials change when we made slime.

Exploring a variety of food textures continues to be a
key focus in Snapdragon Class.  The children were very
hands on while we made a healthy flapjack, with a
variety of cereals.  We’ve practised our cutting skills
using scissors and spaghetti, and also our chopping skills
with a variety of vegetables.



KS3: Ivy Class:

We have settled into our class routine
- Ivy Class is a busy place to be!
Working on our individual outcomes
linked to the topic of In, out and
beyond, students have engaged in
many practical activities over the past
two weeks, including getting to know
members of the wider school
community and visitors.

Students
continue
to

develop their English and Maths
skills in a variety of ways, including
generalising their skills and working
on SRS activities, Colourful
Semantics, number bonds, time and
measurement, such as more/less
and the same.

We have baked dairy-free muffins and
cheese straws. Working on making simple
healthy snacks, alongside using our
measuring skills. As well as the art of
cracking eggs!

The valuable skill of
working in small group
activities has been
practiced whilst
engaging in speaking
and listening, focus and
memory games, such as
pelmanism
games(pairs).

An important aspect of looking after our
physical and mental health and wellbeing is
keeping active. So Ivy Class students have
enjoyed using the bicycles, tricycles and
Go-Karts, as well as participating in cricket
and engaging with the pet therapy dogs.

KS2: Lotus Class:
We have taken part in lots of different activities related
to our topic this term “All About Me”. We learnt about
our five senses through various  sensory activities,
including the story  “My five Senses”. Children explored
materials and items, which involved visual, auditory,
tactile, olfactory and taste senses.

In our cooking session last week we made some yummy
oat biscuits, which we all enjoyed eating at snack time in
the afternoon.

On Friday last week our children went for a walk into
the meadow to look at the signs of autumn and we
picked up some apples for our snack later.

Our children also worked hard on their Maths and
English skills.



KS4/Sixth Form: Clover Class:

We have been doing lots of work on
our Life Skills. We have been using
computers in English to work on ICT
and online safety skills. Some students
have also been using colourful
semantics to create sentences for
writing.

In Maths we have been using
categories to match objects
including where foods are stored.
We have also been using our
maths skills in our cooking lessons.

The students in Clover Class have
been participating in
communication and interaction
activities such as our wonderful
therapy dog and working together
to tidy and wash up after cooking.

One of the students has been
using a racket to role play a
guitar and we have been lucky
enough to be donated a
guitar. The students have
loved playing them and
teaching each other.

KS2: Lupin Class:
This Term our topic is All About Me, and last week we
learned the names for our body parts.  We sang Head,
Shoulders, Knees and Toes a lot, and we played Simon
Says  to find different parts of our body.

We also made gingerbread men and had to make sure
they had enough arms and legs, and added the eyes and
mouth.

This week we have
been learning about
our sense of touch.
We sorted out items
by their feel - soft,
hard, bumpy or
smooth.  We also
played with lots of
different massage tools
and tried giving each

other a massage!  We also practised chopping and
grating vegetables to make a crunchy textured pasta
salad.



Sixth Form: Elderflower Class:
It has been lovely being able to take part again in community
activities. These include Wheels, swimming and visiting the
Wheatley park library.

Students worked together to make a selection of salads, one of
the salads included raw grated turnip!

We have been spending time down at
Venison house weeding the raised bed.

Other activities included housework for
example washing up, wiping tables,
sweeping, vacuuming, hanging the wet
laundry up and using the washing
machine.

A group of students have been
having fun engaging  with puppets,
smelling plants including a curry
plant and sowing parsley seeds.

KS2: Lavender Class:
We have had a busy few weeks.  We have continued our
work on All about me and have been focusing on the
senses.  We really enjoyed exploring sense of smell, we
smelt different things and chose our favourites to make
some “smelly play dough”.  We then had a go making
oat biscuits and chose between lemon and ginger to
flavour them.

We have loved exploring building blocks and had great
fun building towers and knocking them down.  We then
took our learning outside and exploded building giant
towers with cardboard boxes.



Sixth Form: Elderflower Class continued...

Students have been finding the days of the week and looking for
programmes they like to watch in TV magazines.

Look at the yummy gluten free cake a group of student’s made
and art in the style of Roy Lichenstein.

KS2: Lilac Class
We have been enjoying our topic ‘All about me’. This
week we have been focusing on our senses. We have
especially enjoyed sensory massages. We listened to
calming music and chose from a variety of massage
tools. We spoke about how we have to ask our friends if
they would like a hand massage first and why this is
important.

We have enjoyed exploring different senses such as
feeling different textures, listening to different sounds
and smelling different scents. We followed instructions
to make playdough. We added lemon, cinnamon and
ginger to the playdough to make it smell.


