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 Dear Parents/Carers, 

 We have had a  fun start to term with  Tennis 
 coaching and the visiting farm as you will see below. 
 Highlights for me included the way Ted in KS1 could 
 not contain his joy at being invited to hold the mouse 
 and Ruby in KS3 taking charge of the pigmy goats and 
 Sofia, in KS3, rounding up the escapee lamb. 

 At the foot of the newsletter you can see how the 
 Secondary extension is taking shape. It's an amazing 
 space. We can’t wait to get in there! 

 Best Wishes 
 Stephen 

 Dates for the Diary: 

 ★  Monday 9th May 2022  - TDP/MENacwy vaccination 
 in school for year 9 students 

 ★  Friday 27th May 2022  - last day of term (normal 
 finish time). 

 ★  Tuesday 7th June 2022  - Pupils return to school. 
 ★  Thursday 21st July 2022  - last day of term (early 

 finish time of 1.15pm) 
 ★  Friday 2nd September 2022  - inset day 
 ★  Monday 5th September 2022  - inset day 
 ★  Tuesday 6th September 2022  - pupils return to 

 school 

 This week’s round up from the classes… 

 Reception / KS1: Sunflower Class: 
 We  have had a fantastic start to 
 term 5. The students really 
 enjoyed the farm visit and their 
 confidence around animals grew 
 as they touched and stroked the 
 animals, remembering at all 
 times to use gentle touches. All 
 our work in class last week was 

 based on 
 the farm 
 so we were counting farm animals and 
 singing number songs about the farm 
 during our maths activities which the 
 pupils really enjoyed and practising our 
 mark making and pencil control  using 
 pictures of farm animals. 
 This week we have begun to think 
 about the Queen’s Jubilee celebrations. 

 Our classroom has been full of red, white and blue artefacts to 
 support our theme. The students have enjoyed playing with 
 the red water while using red white and blue plastic 
 containers for pouring. They have designed their own bunting 
 and made jigsaw puzzles of the Queen. We have also looked 
 at a new book written for the Jubilee called the Queens hat. 
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 KS3/4 Iris Class: 
 These last two weeks 

 have been very busy in 

 class. 

 For Maths, we continue 

 solving problems by 

 adapting recipes 

 depending on the 

 ingredients, measuring 

 scoops, grams, or millilitres of those ingredients. Some of 

 us are also working on solving time problems, calculating 

 when the food will be ready, or learning to put a timer on 

 an iPod. Taking advantage of the weather, we are doing a 

 lot of outdoor learning, and we have been using a 

 measuring tape to measure different equipment. 

 We continue to work on our reading and writing skills 

 based on the Sound Reading System activity related to our 

 writing about the weekend and reading comprehension. 

 We keep developing our communication skills by using 

 discussions, such as talking about consent in different 

 scenarios, or playing board games. 

 Iris Class really enjoyed the Farm visit and it was the perfect 

 way to finish our week. We took turns to pet the animals 

 and we asked about their different needs and diets 

 following our career curriculum. 

 We also continue to work on our independence skills by 

 reading and following recipes to cook fruit salad and 

 healthy pizza and working. 

 KS1: Snowdrop Class: 
 We’ve had a wonderfully busy start to the first summer term. 
 The farm visit was such a lovely way to kick start our new 
 term. There were chickens, goats, guinea pigs, a cow and 
 some lambs.  The favourites for Snowdrop Class were the billy 
 goats who we enjoyed running around with, and also a gentle 
 calf whose tongue was quite rough as it licked our hands. 
 Holding the mice was a ticklish affair, but watching them so 
 closely taught us to be very gentle with them. 

 We have started our Jubilee celebration in art by painting the 
 union jack and making beautiful crowns for ourselves. We 
 have been counting people on a big red bus and worked on 
 bonds of 5, by putting an amount of  people on the top row, 
 then adding an amount to make 5 on the bottom row of the 
 big bus. 



 We have been practising our batting and fielding skills 

 during Cricket time, working very closely as a team. 

 Working on our mental health and well being, we practised 

 our relaxation techniques during yoga sessions. 

 KS3/4 Cosmos Class 

 We have had a really 
 brilliant start to the 
 summer term. A 
 highlight was the 
 visit from the mobile 
 farm. The students 
 enjoyed looking at 
 and stroking the 
 different animals. 
 The goats seemed 
 the most popular! 
 We also learnt how 
 to care for some of 
 the animals and asked the farmers some insightful 
 questions about the animals. 

 We have 
 continued 
 to learn 
 about 
 how to 
 eat a 
 healthy 
 diet. The 
 students 
 enjoyed 
 choosing 
 what 

 fruits they wanted to make a fruit salad, they then carefully 
 chopped the fruits and mixed them with orange juice and 
 lemon to make their own healthy snack. 

 KS1: Sweet Pea Class: 
 We have had 
 a fantastic 
 start to the 
 term.  We all 
 really enjoyed 
 the farm trip 
 and had so 
 much fun 
 handling and 
 petting the 
 animals.  The 
 pony, mice 
 and goats 
 were our 
 favourites. 

 This trip then 
 influenced the 
 activities that 
 we did that 
 week and we 
 really enjoyed 
 doing the “Old 
 McDonald” 
 nursery rhyme 
 where we 
 learnt the signs 
 and sounds for 
 each animal. 
 We also did 
 lots of mark 
 making and enjoyed colouring and painting pictures of our 
 favourite animals. 

 We have also started the celebrations for the Platinum Jubilee 
 and we have had a focus on the colours of the Union Jack and 
 had Attention Autism Sessions focused on this theme.  We 
 have also enjoyed water trays with red blue and white glitter 
 and red and blue sensory trays outside. 



 KS3: Ivy Class: 
 It has been an amazing start to the summer term. The high 
 point has to be the visit from the farm. Everyone really 
 enjoyed this and engaged amazingly. 

 In Maths, we have been working on measurements. Some 
 of us have incorporated our bodies with this by measuring 
 our arms, hands, fingers, feet and ears! We have been 
 looking at how our bodies change as we grow and 
 discussing protective behaviours. 

 We had lots of fun making fruit salads last week and super 
 healthy pizzas this week. 

 We have also been making portraits 
 of the queen for the upcoming 
 jubilee. 

 KS1/KS2: Snapdragon Class: 
 It’s been a fabulous and busy start to the first summer term. 

 We were lucky to start the term with a visit from the mobile 

 farm.  The children took great interest in all of the animals. 

 There were chickens, goats, guinea pigs, a cow and some 

 lambs.  The favourites for Snapdragon Class were the 

 ducklings who we enjoyed feeding, and also a beautiful pony 

 whose coat was carefully brushed and stroked by the children. 

 In Maths we have begun our jubilee celebrations as we 

 matched colours and quantities to decorate a giant crown 

 with cupcake cases.  The children have also done very well 

 using finger painting techniques to create Union Jack flags to 

 decorate the classroom with. 



 KS4/Sixth Form: Clover 
 Class: 
 We have had a fantastic 2 
 weeks. We have been settling 
 back into our class routines 
 and been working hard at 
 making both fruit salad and 
 healthy pizzas. We have been 
 linking these skills into our 
 English and Maths and 
 everyone has enjoyed taste 
 tasting. 

 We have also started our work on the Jubilee. Students did 
 either portraits or their own interpretation of the Queen. 

 We had a visit from Farms2Ewe on Friday and everyone 
 enjoyed meeting the animals! We held some of them and 
 we were able to feed the lambs and ducklings. The pony 
 enjoyed being brushed and eating the grass. 

 KS2: Lotus Class: 

 We started the term with a visit from the mobile farm, 
 which gave everybody a great opportunity to learn about 
 farm animals and interact with them. 

 We also looked at the signs 
 of spring through sensory 
 activities, including an 
 attention autism session 
 where we experienced 
 “spring showers'' and created 
 a spring collage with farm 

 animals. 

 In our cooking session we tried new 
 recipes, including twisty cheese strips. 
 Our children enjoyed rolling the pastry, 
 mixing the pesto and cream cheese 

 and twisting the 
 pastry. 

 Lotus Class have 
 kept active in our 
 PE sessions by trying different 
 equipment such as the tunnel, the 
 climbing frame, the walking beams 
 and the trampoline. 



 Sixth  Form: Elderflower Class: 
 It has been great to get back to school after our Easter 
 holidays. 

 We have had fun starting our new life skill challenges for 
 the summer term. One of these is learning how to look 
 after three house plants including an African violet, a fern 
 and a cactus. Students also selected what colour 
 decoupage paper they wanted to decorate their picture 
 frames with. 

 Community visits started again after the Easter break, these 
 include the Wheatley park library,  Wheatley village library, 
 ‘Wheels’ and swimming. 

 Students carried out a science experiment where they 
 made an ‘eggless’ gluten free cake and a gluten free cake 
 containing eggs. The textures of both cakes were different 
 but both were enjoyed when filled with jam and decorated 
 with icing. 

 Linked to a life skill challenge students 
 have been learning about suitable 
 gardening clothes and the names of 
 gardening 
 tools. We 
 planted the 
 herbs 
 marjoram and 
 french parsley 
 into the herb 
 end of the 
 raised bed. 

 KS2: Lupin Class: 
 We have had an exciting 
 return to School after the 
 Easter break.  It started 
 with a visit from the 
 mobile farm, Farms2Ewe. 
 It was lovely to see them 
 again, and the children 
 built on their experiences 
 from last year and were 
 much more confident 
 about feeding, stroking 
 and handling the animals, 
 and about speaking to the Farmers.  It also gave the children a 

 chance to show how 
 well they had learnt to 
 listen to instructions and 
 to be kind to animals. 
 They were very 
 impressive and the pony 
 was gleaming after it 
 had been brushed so 
 well! 

 Of course the farm 

 visit generated some 

 fantastic writing 

 afterwards: 

 We also started work 
 on our topic, Me and 
 My Robot.  Of course 
 we had to play with an 
 actual robot to see 
 what it could do. 

 Then we made our own robots using construction toys and 

 junk modelling - they do look handsome, don’t they? 

 We have 
 also been working hard on our 
 cooking skills!  We are trying 
 lots of different recipes to make 
 for our Jubilee Party at the end 
 of this term.  The Victoria 
 Sponge looked fantastic and 
 tasted delicious. 



 We really enjoyed the farm visit to the secondary site on 
 Friday. 

 Other activities completed included playing percussion 
 along to a piece of music by trombone shorty called 
 Hurricane season and identifying the instruments in the 
 brass family. 
 A small group of students have been using chrome books to 
 research climate change and the effects of it. 

 Secondary School Council Meeting  was held on 27th  April - 
 see minutes  here 

 It was a very busy meeting with a lot of great ideas for the 
 Queen’s Jubilee and fund raising for a handcycle. 
 We also talked about Mental Health and Internet Safety. 

 KS2: Lavender Class: 
 We have had a very busy few weeks in class.  We had an 
 amazing time last week when the farm came to school.  We 
 enjoyed stroking, feeding and brushing the animals.  We all 
 had a go at holding the little mice and we even named one of 
 the mice “Gerald”. 

 We have also been enjoying cooking a victoria sponge cake. 
 The children worked really well following a recipe and 
 practised their skills at mixing, weighing ingredients and 
 stirring.  Once the cake was cooked we all enjoyed using the 
 hand mixer to make buttercream icing.  The children loved 
 tasting the cake, describing it as “the best cake ever”. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12IP0IBftYlOMg7I5y3fCFVXjE7oFXVi7/view?usp=sharing


 Music for Autism 
 As part of the Dorchester on Thames Festival, a group of John 
 Watson Secondary department students attended a Music for 
 Autism concert organised by John Lubbock, Orchestra of St John’s 
 (OSJ). The students were so excited! They had a picnic before 
 enjoying the concert. Our students listened to the two piece 
 ensemble playing viola and keyboards (piano and clavichord), 
 enjoying music by Bach, Fauré, Romanian folk music and more 
 contemporary pieces. Their behaviour was exemplary! They 
 shouted “Bravo”, conducted and danced! Well done! 

 --------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 Our fantastic expansion at secondary 

 KS2: Lilac Class 
 We have had a lovely return to school following the Bank 
 Holiday weekend and have enjoyed a lot of fun filled 
 activities. Lilac class particularly enjoyed the mobile farm 
 coming to visit and enjoyed the opportunity to touch and 
 interact with different farm animals. 

 Lilac class have also enjoyed their weekly cooking sessions 
 and have made cheese twists. They have enjoyed mixing, 
 rolling and spreading out the ingredients. They enjoyed eating 
 them even more!! 

 We have also completed some outdoor learning and 
 completed our physical education session walking to the park 
 and completed some work on road  safety, learning how to 
 cross the road and protective behaviours around people we 
 don’t know on our visit to the local park. Pupils enjoyed 
 investigating the different equipment and developing their 
 gross motor skills. 


