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Contact Details: 01865 452725 (Primary and Nursery) 01865 876716 (Secondary) www.johnwatsonschool.org 
primary@johnwatsonschool.org , secondary@johnwatsonschool.org , 
wheatleynurseryschool@johnwatsonschool.org 

 

Dates for the Diary:   
 
★ Tuesday 11th February - Safer Internet Day.  

 
★ Friday 14th February - Last day of term.  

Pupils finish at normal time 
 

★ Monday 24th February - return to school 
 

★ Thursday 5th March - World Book Day 
 

★ Wednesday 11th March - Parents’ Evening - 
Parentmail booking form coming out soon 
 

★ Friday 13th March - Sport Relief Day 
 

★ Tuesday 17th March - Primary Science Open 
Afternoon  
 
This term’s workshops for parents... 

Developing Protective Behaviours on 28th February 
2020 @ 10am (for about an hour) for parents of 
female pupils, Year 6 and above information about 
this event 
------------------------------------------------------------------------
-- 
MEDICATION IN SCHOOL- 

If your child is coming in from a 
different setting, or going to stay at a 
different setting, please ensure that 
medication coming in is labelled 
and the class teacher and the 

office are informed. 
 
Please follow the below link to read an article which 
features John Watson School and talks about 
breaking down the barriers to the arts for pupils with 
SEND 
https://www.tes.com/news/how-break-down-barriers-a
rts-send-pupils?amp 
 
❖ Reminder: Phone calls home always happen 

the Wednesday before the last week of term 
between 3:15 & 5:00pm. If inconvenient, 

This week’s round up from the classes… 
 
Nursery and Little Windmills 

 
We have 
enjoyed 
learning 
about space. 
We turned 
the outside 
house into a 

space station and the children have 
been engaging in lots of space based 
role play games. 
 
KS1: Forest Hill Class 

Last week we took 
part in activities 
themed around the 
spring festival, 
Chinese New Year. 
We had fun tasting 
traditional food, 
listening to the 
story of the race of the animals and 

dancing to traditional music. 
Kung hei fat choi! 
This week we returned to our 
transport 
theme and 
looked at 
the story, 
Naughty 

Bus.  We have re-enacted parts of 
the story and particularly enjoyed 
the bus falling in the beans and 
making our very own traffic lights. 
Lots of messy fun! 
 
KS1: Otmoor Class 
We have been enjoying our theme 
of transport and have explored 
many related activities. We have 
been learning about different shapes 
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please contact the office to arrange a more 
suitable day and time 

 
 
 
 
 
KS3/4: Horspath Class  
Last week some of us 
started to walk to the 
bakery, and we put into 
practice all the things we 
are learning in class: 
paying for food and drinks; 
crossing the road safely; 
protective behaviours in 
the community… 
In maths, we have been 
working on our additions 
and subtractions skills. 
Some of us have been 

working on the 2s, 3s, 5s 
and 10s times tables and 
we are starting to 
understand the concept 
of divisions using cubes. 
For English, we are 
focused on writing words 
and sentences through 
the SRS approach. This 
term, for cooking, we are 
learning how to cook rice 

with different sauces, with the aid of visuals and recipe 
symbols. 
 
KS3/4 Shotover  
We have had a very busy fortnight. We have 
continued to learn about the time and now we can all 
tell you what we expect to be doing in the morning and 
evening, some of us can now relate that to a clock 
face and others can even tell us the exact time we can 
expect our lunch and how long we have to eat it! 
We have also done lots of work on signs and symbols 
around us including looking at which shops we would 
go in to buy a whole range of different items. Some of 
us walked down to the village so we could look at 
signs and symbols in our community.  
We have done some lovely art work using recycled 
magazines as part of our “rubbish “ project. 
Yesterday afternoon we had great fun practising our 
physical co -ordination and using a whole range of 
different equipment. 
 
KS3/4: Beckley Class  
We have had a busy couple of 
weeks. We have been learning 
about Museums. What are they? 
What can you find there?  

 

such as squares, circles and triangles. We practised our 
fine motor skills by cutting out these shapes and gluing 

them together to make trains.  
 
We have also been practising our 
fine motor skills in dough disco, we 
had lots of 
different 
transport shaped 
playdough 
cutters to 

choose from. 
 

This week we 
had a lot of fun 
in PE, we 
enjoyed using a big colorful 
parachute to wave up and down. 
We also enjoyed practising our 
balancing on beams and the 
climbing frame.  We really love PE! 

 
KS2: Chinnor Class  
We have had a busy few weeks. Last 
week we were thinking about space, 
we read Whatever Next and acted out 

the story.  We 
baked star shaped 
biscuits and made 
“ cheese twist 
rockets”.  We also 
completed a 
tower building 
challenge, 
where we had 
to build a 

tower taller than ourselves. Some 
of us worked independently and 
some of us worked in a group and 
built some really tall towers.  

We had a 
lovely music 
session this 
week exploring 
drums and 
listening 
carefully to a 
beat. We tried 
to repeat it.  
 

 
KS2: Waterperry Class  
 
Last week we learnt about the 
oceans and the sea.  We read 
The Snail and the Whale and 
enjoyed the adventures they 
shared going around the world.  
The snail and the whale passed 



 

Some students went to the Museum of Natural History 
in Oxford, where they saw and explored many 
interesting things and animals. They touched a stuffed 
cheetah, a live tarantula, real dinosaur poo, taxidermy 
hare and different beetles.  

Students 
applied their 

communication, protective 
behaviours and Maths skills in the 
museum. They used money or 
credit cards to purchase a hot 
drink and a snack in the Museum 
coffee shop, and they interacted 
with the museum staff 
appropriately.  
 
 
 
 
 
Sixth Form: Oxford Class 

On a Thursday some of the 
students work together to 
produce a yummy lunch. This 
week on the menu it was Veggie 
cottage pie with peas followed by 
a choice of 
either 
banoffi pie 

or jelly. 
 
For one of the life skill 
challenges some of the 
students have been exploring 
capacity. We have been encouraging them to see how 
much flour fits in a cup. 

The students 
also had fun 
using cups and 
measuring 
spoons to 
measure the 
ingredients for 

their 
dough. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Another life skill challenge the 
students have been working on is completing 

lots of boats in the story.  We tried making our own 
boats using tin foil.  
They floated really well! 
This week we have been learning about another country 
in the world, China.  We have 

celebrated Chinese 
New Year and learnt 
about the story of the 
Chinese Year 
animals.  We used 
masks to pretend to 
be the different 
animals in the race.  

 
We used our fine motor skills to paint over Chinese 
characters of the animals’ race.  Then we practised our 
scissor skills to make Chinese lanterns.  
 
KS2: Wheatley Class   
We have had a great time celebrating 
the Chinese New Year with food, props 

and sensory activities. 
We dressed up and we 
explored different 
types of Chinese food 
and ingredients. We all 
had a try at making 
sushi and tasting 

vegetable 
noodles.  
We really 
enjoyed the 
dragon dance 
and the animal 
race  story. 

We practiced our counting skills in Maths and 
mark/writing over Chinese characters.  
In Art we decorated beautiful fans and we cut lanterns 
as part of the Chinese festival.  
 
KS2: Thame Class  
We have enjoyed Winter walks 
completing a winter check -list. 
Pupils used observation skills to 
find items such as pine cones, 

ice, holly, 
robin red 
breast, 
Evergreen 
tree and 
bare trees 
walking 

around Wheatley fields and wild 
wood area. 
Pupils were 
very excited and used good 



 

housework tasks as as independently as possible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

communication skills when articulating where we would 
find some items- such as a robin in a tree.  

 


