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Contact Details: 01865 452725 (Primary and Nursery) 01865 876716 (Secondary) www.johnwatsonschool.org 
primary@johnwatsonschool.org , secondary@johnwatsonschool.org , wheatleynurseryschool@johnwatsonschool.org 

 

Dates for the Diary: 
   

★ Friday 13th December, Christmas Jumper Day 
★ Tuesday 17th December, 2pm  

Primary Christmas sing-a-long 
★ Wednesday 18th December, 2pm  

Primary Christmas sing-a-long 
★ Thursday 19th December 10am 

Secondary Christmas Performance 
★ Thursday 19th December- Last day of term. Pupils 

Early finish at 1.15pm  
 
Please remember we are a nut free 
school and there should be no nuts 
in school, or food which may 
contain nuts  
  
 

 

Thanks to all who donated to Children in        

need, together with Wheatley Nursery School      

we raised £97.43 

 

 

SLICE captures JWS’ Core Principles 
We are proud of the fantastic learning culture at John 
Watson. The decisions we make are guided by SLICE. These 
5 areas drive the work of the school. Our aim is to 
empower each child to ensure they can live as full and as 
independent lives as possible… 
 

                         SLICE 

Safety 

Learning 

Independence  

Communication 

Engagement 

 

 

This week’s round up from the classes… 
 
Nursery and Little Windmills 
 
We have had lots of fun exploring 
mark making with mud.  
 

The 
children are busy learning the 
songs and practising for their 
Christmas play.  

 
 
KS1: Forest Hill Class 
Last week we continued with our story of 
the Gingerbread man and printed with 

gingerbread paint and 
following the story using 
the interactive 
whiteboard.  
This week we 
dusted off our 
santa hats and 
began getting into 
the Christmas 
spirit by making 
our very own Christmas tree. The children 

have had fun building with the boxes and we all got very 
green in the production! 
We have also made sparkly decorations to decorate the 
classroom, which im sure you agree look very festive. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KS1: Otmoor Class 
We have been getting into the 

Christmas spirit by doing lots of 

Christmas themed crafts and activities. 

This week we have been counting pom 
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KS3/4: Horspath Class  
We have been doing a lot of 
work creating our ideas for our 
Christmas Enterprise - making 
tablemats and cutlery holders.  
 
This week all the students took 
our Therapy Dog out for a walk. 
They all enjoyed taking the lead 
and walking round the Wheatley 
Park School grounds. 

 
We have all been working 
hard on our individual 
targets. In Maths we have 
been using Numicon, clocks 
and money and in English 
we have been doing Speech 
and Language games, SRS 
and writing recipes. Some 

students have been doing some individual work and doing 
art. One student was asked to make an Autumnal pictures 
and this was the result. 
 
 
KS3/4 Shotover  
We have been working hard on 
our sewing skills, sewing 
together our tree decorations 
for the christmas enterprise. We 
have also started  decorating 
them using buttons, shapes and 
pipe cleaners. Alongside this we 
have been constructing our 
napkin holders to sell. 

 
We have been trying hard to 
follow a yoga programme, 
with a routine of increasingly 
complex poses such as 
downward dog, angry cat, 
cobra and the tree! We have 
been working on trying to 
get further than the previous 

weeks and hold them for 
greater lengths of time. The 
pupils are getting really 
good at the poses! 
 
We have enjoyed meeting 
the Therapy dog over the 
last two weeks. The pupils 
have read to them, tried 
walking them in the classroom, stroking them and other 
activities linked to their targets on their Individual Learning 
Plans. 
 
 
 

poms to decorate Christmas trees. We have also started to 

make Christmas cards and have been doing lots of Christmas 

sensory exploration with ‘snow’. 

We have been continuing baking every 

Thursday. Last week we made 

gingerbread men as 

we have been 

reading ‘The 

Gingerbread Man’. 

This week we have 

been choosing 

toppings to 

decorate pizzas, we 

tasted the toppings before we put them 

on and decided what we did and didn't 

like.  

We have started to practice our singing 

and signing for the Christmas celebration, 

hope you can make it! 

 
KS2: Chinnor Class  
We have been very busy reading 
Stickman.  We have listened to a sensory 
story, written about the characters, 
made a stickman and explored snow 

dough and 
made some 
wonderful 
snowmen.  We have also been very 
busy cooking this week, we wrote a 
shopping list of ingredients and 
designed and made some very tasty 

biscuits.  We have also made 
some cheese and sweetcorn 
muffins.  
We have been working hard 
on our individual targets.  In 
maths we have been using 
numicon to help make number bonds to ten, and have had 
great fun printing with numicon in paint, gloop and slime.  
 
KS2: Waterperry Class  
Last week we read the Big Book of Families and this inspired 
us to paint portraits of our own families!  
 
We also practised writing Mummy, 
Daddy, and our own names.  Our 
cooking that week was to make a 
tortilla wrap, so first we tried lots of 
different foods that could be put into 
a wrap.  We tried cream cheese, red 
leicester cheese and a mild cheddar 
and found that most of us lied the 
cream cheese best.  We also tried 
hummus and liked that too though. 
The tomato and cucumber had a more mixed response.  The 



 

KS3/4: Beckley Class  
We have been working very hard on 
our communication and interaction 
skills and protective behaviours by 
running reverse integration sessions 
with different students from Wheatley 
Park School. We started the Green 
Teens Programme with different 
volunteers from WPS. Some of our 

students have been elected to be part of 
the eco-warrior team. Their duty is to 
look after the 
environment and 
spread awareness. 
We have done a 
session litter picking 
at the Venison House 

and an initial getting to know each 
other time.  
 

We have also been 
focussing on our 
mental and 
physical health 
throughout our 
weekly yoga 
sessions. Students 
learnt different 

techniques for their self-regulation such as deep breathing, 
stretches and meditation postures.  
 
Sixth Form: Oxford Class 
A group of Oxford Class students did 
really well serving afternoon tea last 

Thursday to a 
small group of 
their relatives and 
family friends. 
The theme of the 
event was Autumn 
time and it took 

place in the life skills room. 
Linked to this the decorations featured 

coloured leaves 
and co-ordinated 
table cloths. 
The students prepared a selection of 
sandwiches, 
cheese 
scones, 

cookies and a selection of cakes 
including a gluten free option. 
The event was linked to the 
students Asdan courses: Focus 
and Personal progress. 

wraps still seemed to end up being very full!  And very 
yummy and they disappeared very quickly! 
This week we moved on the 
the book Meerkat Mail about 
a little meerkat who lives in 
the desert but finds it too hot. 
He travels the world and 
sends postcards home. 
Eventually he finds the best 
place for a meerkat is bac in 
the desert with his family.  We decided to make our own 
postcards using pictures from around Wheatley.  The 
children wrote on the back and glued pictures on the front. 
Some of us were able to go for a walk into Wheatley to post 
our post cards too!  Watch out for them arriving in the post. 
We also have been busy practising our Christmas songs, 
ready for our concert at the end of the term. 
 
KS2: Wheatley Class   
We have continued to  explore  Families - primarily our own 

family, but introducing our wider family members - aunts, 

uncles, grandparents and cousins. We 

also  looked at animal families. Our 

sensory story for this week is ‘Owl 

Babies’ and we used repeated refrains 

as well as taking on narrative parts 

ourselves. Our Maths focus was on 2D 

shape names and what pictures we could make from using 

these shapes. Fun was had using our sensory based activities 

ie making an owls nest for our furry owls using lettuce as 

leaves, cocoa as mud, oats as bark and then adding feathers 

and sticks to this in the tuff spot tray. 

Rachel came in for our Monday music session and we had 

fun singing and making movements to The Music Man.  

 
KS2: Thame Class  
We have been working really hard on 
individual targets this week, linking it to 

the theme of 
winter, moving 
into Christmas. 
We have 
completed a winter walk to the Wild 
Woods, looking at signs for autumn 
and winter. 

 
We have also enjoyed a 
lot of integration with 
Wheatley Primaryschool 
practicing for the 
Christmas Show. 
Thame class were very 
lucky to have a mini performance of 
Christmas Carols performed by Stephen on 

his violin. Some pupils were lucky enough to have a go! 

 


