
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

John Watson School Newsletter                                                                                                                          29th January 2021 

Contact Details: 01865 452725  www.johnwatsonschool.org 
office@johnwatsonschool.org , secondary@johnwatsonschool.org , wheatleynurseryschool@johnwatsonschool.org 

Dear Parents 
 
Thank you for your continuing support through these most 
testing of times.  We apologise for the latest disruption 
caused by the Wednesday closures, but we hope you can all 
understand the need for us to do this in order to maintain 
safe provision for both pupils and staff.  
 
It is heartening to know to see early signs of Spring and the 
days are beginning to feel like they are lengthening, so I do 
hope you are managing to get out and enjoy nature when 
the weather allows. 
 
Best Wishes 
 
Stephen 
 
link to our website 
 
Dates for the Diary:   
 
★ Friday 12th February 2021 - Last day of term 
★ Monday 22nd February 2021 - Pupils return to 

school 
 
 
 

Trousers wanted!!  
Both KS1 and KS2 would be very 
grateful for any donations of 

outgrown 
trousers 
or jogging bottoms.  All sizes are 
needed, from age 5 to age 12.  Thank 
you! 
 

 
 
KS3/4 Corrs Class 
We have had a lovely week 
developing their independence 
skills, making simple meals. 
Pupils thoroughly enjoyed 
measuring their ingredients using 
cups and spoons.  

                 This week’s round up from the classes… 

 
Reception/KS1: Adele Class 
Over the past two weeks we have 
continued with work based on the 
story Whatever Next and explored 
activities related to Space.  

 
We have 
made Space 
dough, sorted 
food to take 
to space, 
explored 
cause and 
effect toys 
and counted 
with rockets 

galore!  We have continued to work 
on our attention and listening skills with Bucket tTme and 
turn taking activities which are going well and all children 
are engaged.  
 This week we had a great 
surprise with the snowfall which 

meant 
we could 
use 
rockers 
and 
sledges 
to zoom 
across 
the 
playground. Lots of chilly fun!  

 
KS1: Sinatra Class 
We have continued to look at our 

Space theme in Sinatra Class.  We 

have done lots of painting, using 

shaving foam and paint to make our 

own planets.  
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They also refined their fine motors skills 
through cutting and grating.  

 
 We explored mug microwave meals 

and made Mug Pizza and Chicken   Mug 
Pie, linking the 

schools priorities of 
about- being safe in 

the kitchen, 
Learning how to measure ingredients, 
developing Independence of making 

their own snacks/meals, communication 
of reading 
the recipe 

and 
articulating if they wanted more 

or less cheese and the 
engagement of making and 
eating their own creations. 

  
 
KS3/4: Coldplay & Celine Class 
We have had a very busy couple of 
weeks. We have worked on 
consolidating our writing, reading and 
spelling skills throughout the Sound 

Reading 
System.  
 
Students 
applied their mathematical 
knowledge into real-life 
situations such as cooking. They 
followed a simple recipe card to 
make jelly. Pupils used scales 

and a variety of measurement equipment to follow the 
recipe. We worked on making predictions and focussed on 
descriptive language. 
We investigated the snow last week and explored the 
changes of state the water went through. We also carried on 
the experiment with ice to compare the information which 
we found out observing the snow. 
Students engaged in a variety of throwing and catching ball 
games. They put into practice their aiming skills as well as 
their general gross motor skills.  
 
Sixth Form: Ezra Class 
We have been busy completing 
home learning either linked to their 
Individual learning targets, Asdan 

coursework, or 
both. 
In these 
pictures a 
student is 
practising 
buttering toast 
and using the coffee maker. 

We also explored moon sand, strengthening our hand 

muscles by squeezing it and shaping 

it.   We made moon rocks and 

stomped on it like aliens. 

 

We have also 

been looking at 

the story 

Whatever Next 

and have been 

making sandwiches like Baby Bear did 

to take to the moon.  

 

On Monday we all enjoyed exploring 

the snow, making snowmen and 

doing lots of sledging!  

 

 

 

 

 

KS1/KS2: Swift Class 
 
In Swift Class we 
have continued our 
theme on Space 
and participated in 
the sensory story of 
Whatever Next 
using props as we 
read the story.  We 
have also had a 
galaxy themed 
activity tray, 
exploring the 
‘midnight sky’ 

made from dyed rice and using different measuring 
containers to explore cause and effect.  The children also 
enjoyed making icebergs using ice and shaving foam. 
We’ve been using rockets to practise our counting forwards 
and backwards to 
5.  In Science the 
children used 
air-powered 
launchers to 
propel cardboard 
mice into space 
and in PE we’ve 
been practising 
our throwing and 
catching skills. 
The children have 
been displaying 
their turn-taking 
skills and we’ve of course been enjoying the snow in the 
playground. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the pictures above you can see 
another student busy  making soup, this 
activity is linked to weighing 
and measuring and an Asdan 
life skill challenge about soup 
making. 
 
The beautiful poster to the 
right was made at home linked 
to a life skill challenge about 
researching a famous person 
of each student’s choice. As 
you can see the student chose 
her majesty, Queen Elizabeth 
II. 
 

The photograph to the left shows a 
student decorating her pizza with a 
topping of her choice again linked to 
a Life skill challenge. 

 
 
 
 
 
It was great on 
Tuesday to have 
six students join 
us for our online 
session. The 
students enjoyed 
chatting with 
their friends and 
sharing the exciting work they had been completing. During 
our time together we thought about each of the four 
seasons , we practised saying them out loud and we looked 
at objects linked to each season. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The photographs above show a student making herself a 
milkshake and helping with the housework at home. 

KS1/KS2: Stevie Class 
We have been talking about     
space as part of our theme      
this term “Up, Up and Away”.      
Children have had lots of     
sensory experiences around   
this theme, enjoying Art    
lessons, e.g. planet painting    
with shaving foam and paint,     
bucket time, e.g. drones and light spinners and the sensory          
story Whatever Next. Our children also made their own jam          
sandwiches in our cooking session for our Moon picnic. 

 
On Monday we all went     
outside to play in the snow      
and there was enough snow     
for a good sledge ride, which      
our children really enjoyed.  
 

We also worked hard on our      
Maths and English skills through     
counting games, phonics and    
mark making.  
 
KS2: Lennon Class 
 
We have had a wonderful time 
continuing to focus on our topic 
Opposites, this week we have focused 
on Light and Dark.  We have enjoyed 
looking at touches and used CDs to 
make rainbows.  We have listened to a 
sensory story of The Dark and thought 

times when we 
have felt scared and 
what help us to feel better.  We have 
also been learning about nocturnal 
animals and have enjoyed writing facts 
about them.  This week we were very 
lucky to be able to explore the snow. 
We loved sledging down the hill and we 
explored different ways to sledge and 

the best ways to go really fast. 
 
KS2: Louis Class   
We have had a lovely week, we 
have learnt about the planets 
in the solar system in line with 
our topic of light and dark. We 
followed instructions to make 
playdough, we then used food 
colouring to make playdough planets.  
 
We have been learning to tell the time, the children have 
enjoyed drawing the time on a large chalk clock on the 
classroom floor, it was very engaging. 



 

 

 
 
 

In school on Thursday the students 
practised using a kettle and making 
themselves a yummy hot chocolate 
with marshmallows and cream. 

 
 
 
 
KS3: Idina Class 
Continuing our thoughts and 

activities on the topic of Our 

Lifetimes, Idina have explored 

traditional activities and games. 

We made fruit tarts, following 

instructions and preparing the 

pastry 

carefully, before choosing the fruit 

and jam we put in them. They 

really were delicious!  

 

A favourite of Idina Class is the 

traditional activity of completing 

jigsaws, which develops our 

independent thinking skills, 

alongside it being a fabulous fine 

motor and mindfulness activity. 

We enjoyed a range of themed 

jigsaws and even had an amazing 

500 piece jigsaw puzzle completed, which took a great deal 

of focus and patience over several days!  

 

We continue to build our knowledge 

and understanding in all areas of the 

curriculum, including many students 

working on time targets. 

 

 

Our students at home are able to keep 

busy with their remote learning activities and had a chance 

to catch up and see each other online. Meeting virtually has 

been a time to catch 

up, feel connected 

and share what we 

have been doing. We 

sang and signed with 

Holly, played games, 

taking turns to 

unmute, and even 

wore hats! 

 

We had a wonderful time playing in the 
snow, we used trays to sledge down 
the hill. It was great to see the children 
helping each other to push the sledges. 
It was also a fab way to explore hot and 
cold! 
 
 
 

KS2: Ludovico Class 
 
Since the last newsletter we 
have been exploring  light and 
dark as we continue with our 
topic, Opposites.  We shared the 
story of Night Monkey, Day 
Monkey and did a night and day sorting activity.  We also 
went exploring in a dark room with torches.  We found 
some nice toys to take back to our classroom!  
 

We also worked together to 
take turns in our parachute 
game, the ‘washing machine’. 
Everyone helped to spin the 
washing machine and most of us 
were 
brave 

enough to sit in the middle and 
be spun around.  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The highlight of the fortnight was the snow, though.  So we 
went back to thinking about Hot and Cold and had a great 
time experimenting with going very fast downhill, and 
making a slow snow angel.  
  
 
 
 

 
 


