
   

 

 

 

John Watson School Newsletter                                                                                                                          20th November 2020 

Contact Details: 01865 452725 (Primary and Nursery) 01865 876716 (Secondary) www.johnwatsonschool.org 
primary@johnwatsonschool.org , secondary@johnwatsonschool.org , wheatleynurseryschool@johnwatsonschool.org 

COVID19 
We are continuously reviewing our response to the 
pandemic. Thank you everyone for your support keeping 
children and staff safe, it is much appreciated, and so far 
proving very effective. However we know many Oxon 
schools have closed classes, year groups or more and this 
does impact on staff availability here. If we do get a case at 
a site the likely thing will be that it will impact on either the 
Primary phase or Secondary phase. Despite attempts to 
socially isolate, the nature of the work we undertake means 
this is often difficult to achieve within class and at points 
across the day. 

 
 
Google Classroom-** Important reminder!** 
The school now communicates regularly through 
Parentmail and Google Classroom. 
Please do call the school office (Primary) and Amy will talk 
you through how to access google classroom, if you need 
support. 

 
MEDICATION IN SCHOOL- If your child is 
coming in from a different setting, or 
going to stay at a different setting, please 
ensure that medication coming in is 
labelled, and the class teacher and  

                                office are aware  
 

Dates for the Diary:   
 
★ Friday 11th December - Christmas Jumper Day - 

further information to follow 
 

★ Friday 18th December - Last day of term, early  
finish 1.15pm  
 

★ Wednesday 6th January 2021 - Pupils return to 
school 

 
Information for parents - please follow the below link for 
some events which may be of interest to you - 
https://www.johnwatsonschool.org/parent-information-an
d-workshops/ 

This week’s round up from the classes… 
The primary site worked collaboratively to produce an 
outdoor display of Poppies to celebrate Remembrance day. 
We’re sure you will agree it is truly beautiful. 
 

 
 
Reception/KS1: Adele Class 
Last week we looked at 
Remembrance day and took part in 
activities linked to this. Here we are 
participating in Bucket time with 
falling poppies, crosses and 
soldiers. We held our focus for over 
1 minute silence and engaged really 
well throughout. 
Linked to this we have painted, 
collaged and decorated poppies 
along with sensory exploration and 
investigation opportunities. This 
week we moved onto the 
celebration of Diwali. We looked at 
light and dark, fireworks, Diva 
lamps and had fun making patterns 
and dancing to a Hindu dance of 
happiness. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

mailto:primary@johnwatsonschool.org
mailto:secondary@johnwatsonschool.org
mailto:wheatleynurseryschool@johnwatsonschool.org
https://www.johnwatsonschool.org/parent-information-and-workshops/
https://www.johnwatsonschool.org/parent-information-and-workshops/


 

 
Children in need - Thank you to all 
who sent in donations, we are 
please to confirm we raised a total 
of £179.61 
 
 
 
KS3/4: Celine Class 

We have had a wonderful past couple of 
weeks. For Maths, we are ordering 
numbers, and matching numbers with 
Numicon shapes to understand the value 
of each number. We are using scales to 
measure different materials like 
playdough or Numicon, and some of us 
started to understand the concept of 
dividing. 
 

 
For English, we continue working on 
writing our name, reading simple 
books or sentences or more complex 
reading material. 
 
We are putting in practice or English 
and math skills during cooking time 
learning to order recipes or following 
instructions, counting spoons, 
measuring grams and millilitres of 
specific ingredients. 
 
Monday afternoons we kept working on the blue area! We 
remove all the weeds, we plant mint and thyme, we put 
some compost, and we water the plants. Soon we will be 
able to make a lovely fresh mint tea! 
 

 
 
KS3/4 Corrs Class 
Last week we enjoyed working with the Therapy dog, 
developing non verbal communication and verbal 
communication skills with animals. We enjoyed calling 
Bella’s name and watching her come to us. We also enjoyed 
walking Bella to different coloured cones and playing ball 
games with her using signs and symbols to support 
communication. 
 

KS1: Sinatra Class 
These past few weeks we have been 
focusing on remembrance day, Children 
in Need and diwali.  We  painted  pudsey 
pictures, created a poppy display for 
outside and exploring coloured rice and 
spices in the Tuff Spot tray. 

 
 
We also did a toasty thursday this 
week, focusing on our 
communication skills, requesting 
items for our toast and physical skills, 
spreading our butter or jam. 
 

 
 
KS1/KS2: Stevie Class 
We have been very busy for the past two weeks. Last week 
we took part in sensory activities linked to Remembrance 
Day-decorating poppies, Bucket Time and Attention 
Groups. We have also focused on making requests and 
comments. 
 

            
 
Also last week we wore or spotty clothes for Children in 
Need and we decorated cupcakes with Pudsey spots.  
 
This week we started with the celebration of Diwali, the 
festival of lights. We made our own salt dough divas and we 
took part in a sensory story about Rama and Sita through 
role play and dancing.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

             
 
 
Corrs class enjoyed Table cricket with Lord Taverners.  
 

 
 
Pupils really enjoyed playing against different teams and 
using equipment similar to normal cricket. Using small scale 
bats enabled pupils to make more contact with the ball and 
score points which promotes inclusive fun and positive 
competition. 
 
KS3/4: Coldplay Class 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have had a fun and busy couple of weeks. We have 
enjoyed a fantastic opportunity this week thanks to Music 
for Autism. We enjoyed playing along and dancing to the 
music and playing a variety of instruments. 

Students have thoroughly enjoyed our practical lessons 
promoting ‘Kindness’ and ‘Working Together’ in PE and 
sensory lessons. We gave a big push to our PSHE lessons and 
circle time to promote a sense of justice and encourage 

 
KS2: Ludovico Class 
We started last week by learning about Remembrance Day 
and why we wear poppies to help us remember the 
soldiers, sailors and airforce people who fought to keep us 
safe.  

We made our own 
poppies for the Primary 
school Tree of 
Remembrance, using 
paper plates.  We also 
made  poppy biscuits 
which were delicious!  

Later in the week we looked 
after our KS2 garden, and 
we planted out a new 
blackberry plant.  Thank you 
for the generous donation 
that helped us to buy this 
plant. We had fun digging 
holes and pulling out weeds. 
On Friday we wore our spottiest clothes for  
Children in Need, but we also did some great reading and 
communicating.  

 
This week we have been reading the 
story, Pumpkin Soup. It is about 3 friends 
who argue about who does what when 
they make their soup, until they learn 
how much their friendship means to 
them.  Of course we had to make some 

pumpkin soup ourselves too, but we decided 
to practise first by making a bubbling potion. 
The children had to mix vinegar, washing up 
liquid, food colour and a sprinkle of glitter. 
Then they added a spoonful of bicarbonate of 
soda and watched the bubbles erupt!  
 
KS2: Lennon Class 
Over the last few weeks we have been thinking about 
celebrations. Last week we looked at bonfire night and did  
some  super firework dancing and made some lovely 
vegetable soup and enjoyed eating it with our delicious 
crusty bread rolls. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

This week we celebrated Diwali, 
we enjoyed exploring patterns 
with rice, dancing and made a 
Diva lamp out of clay.  We 
focussed really carefully making 
marks with our clay tools and 



 

 

students to make good choices and understand the 
consequences of their actions.  
 
We continued working on our Numbers skills, using 
Numicon matching correct numbers and amounts and 
understanding how the time table works. 
We carried on using our Sound Reading System (SRS) 
approach to support students’ writing, reading and spelling 
skills. 
 
 
Sixth Form: Ezra Class 
As part of our life skill challenge 
called ‘Safety in the bathroom 
for the under-fives, ‘ we have 
been learning about how to 
bathe a baby including testing 
the water with our elbows, 
supporting the baby’s head, and 
the type of bubble bath suitable 
for babies. 
 

 
 
A small group of students 
has been learning about 
nature linked to a life skill 
challenge called ‘Group 
nature project’. 
Other activities completed 
this week include practising 
our weighing and 
measuring skills as a small 

group of students made shortbread.  
 
Another group of students 
followed the instructions on the 
back of a biscuit mix. The 
students compared the two 
types, we all agreed both were 
really tasty. 
Other independence skills 
learned this week include how 
to use a vegetable peeler to peel 
a carrot. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

we are waiting for them to dry so we can paint and 
decorate them.  
KS2: Louis Class   
We had some lovely conversations 
about Remembrance and what it 
means. We wrote about why we wear 
poppies and then painted some of our 
own. On Remembrance Day a group of 
children from Louis class stood next to 
our poppy sculpture to do the two 
minute silence.  

 
We have been very excited about our 
school council elections, we worked hard 
on writing our speeches. We took turns 
presenting our ideas to the rest of the 
class. We voted for Joe and Mariah to 
represent our class. We are looking 
forward to our first meeting where we will 
decide what we want on the playground. 
As a key stage we enjoyed our Music for 

Autism session, the children enjoyed listening to the music 
and dancing along.  
 
KS3: Idina Class 
We have been kept very busy with our 
topics over the past two weeks. 
Remembrance was marked by watching 
a moving animation to mark the hour. 
Then each of us laying a cross down, 
sprinkled soil and dropped poppy 
petals, whilst The Last Post played. 
Everyone listened carefully. 
 
Concluding this very thoughtful week, we then had lots of 
fun on Friday with Children in Need and our friends from 
Music for Autism. We danced and played instruments to 
favourite tunes that included marching songs and the 
theme tune to Raiders of the Lost Ark. It was a lot of fun 
and really engaging!  
 
Alongside working hard on our English and 
maths skills in the morning, we continue to 
use these skills practically in the afternoon. 
This week we made hot chocolate, linking to 
our work on the changing weather. We 
followed instructions and really enjoyed 
adding the cream and marshmallows on top! 

 
We also thought about what we wear in 
rainy and cold weather, practicing our 
independence skills to try on different 
clothes. This included listening to and 
watching the weather - the blizzard was our 
favourite! 


