
   

 

 

 

John Watson School Newsletter                                                                                                                          18th December 2020 

Contact Details: 01865 452725 (Primary and Nursery) 01865 876716 (Secondary) www.johnwatsonschool.org 
primary@johnwatsonschool.org , secondary@johnwatsonschool.org , wheatleynurseryschool@johnwatsonschool.org 

Dear all, 
 
We are very nearly there, after a long challenging autumn for us all. 
Thank you everyone for your support in keeping children and staff 
safe, it is much appreciated. Certainly our wonderful children all 
deserve a big pat on the back for the amazing resilience they have 
demonstrated in the way they have adapted to the ‘new normal’ and 
the myriad restrictions to their freedom that have been imposed upon 
them and their families.  
 
A big thank you to our wonderfully committed staff who have given 
tirelessly of themselves over the last term and ensured that children 
are all safe, happy and progressing with their learning. Thank 
goodness vaccines are being rolled out now and let’s all hope that 
2021 proves easier for us all! 
 
We have minimised movement of staff and pupils across site in order 
to maintain 3 social bubbles across WNS/JWS, along with a raft of 
other COVID19 measures which have no doubt contributed to our 
success to date with minimal disruption to either schools. 
 
We are realistic that close social contacts will increase over the 
holiday period across the wider community and if that leads to 
increased transmission in our schools’ community, please be aware 
that staffing absence may mean that not all pupils can attend if it is 
unsafe to do so.  
 
Please keep your child at home if they are not well so as not to 
increase risk of staff absence, whether COVID19 symptoms, or not. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Happy Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
 
 
link to our website 
 
Dates for the Diary:   
 
★ Wednesday 6th January 2021 - Pupils return to 

school 
★ Friday 12th February 2021 - Last day of term 

 

                        John Watson Care packages  
John Watson School staff donated many wonderful items in 
our reverse advent calendar , we then received a donation 
from The Howe Trust in Wheatley , which meant we could 
provide 29 families with a lovely Christmas care package. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Governance 
 
The Governing Body of John Watson School is made up of 
a body of skilled volunteers from different backgrounds. 
They are the school’s key decision makers and, working 
closely with the headteacher and other senior leaders 
within the school, the role of the Governing Body is to set 
the school’s vision, in terms of its aims and objectives 
around how the school will develop and improve for the 
benefit of its pupils.  In addition, the Governors provide 
support and challenge to the school’s leadership and hold 
them to account for securing the best outcomes for pupils. 
By ensuring that it is being properly and efficiently run, the 
Governors help the school to be better placed to provide 
education of a standard that will give all children the 
opportunity to realise their full potential.  The individuals 
who make up the current Governing Body can be found 
here.  
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KS3/4: Celine Class 
We had a fantastic couple of weeks.For English and maths, 
we followed instructions to make 
pomanders and apple roll 
cinnamon. 
 
For Maths we made Christmas 
decorations out of salt dough. We 
kept working with our 
independence skills wiping tables 
and chairs and washing hands 
independently. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We had a Table Cricket session in the class, learned the rules 
and how to set up the game for us to play independently. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KS3/4 Corrs Class 
We too have had a fabulous couple of weeks, completing 
Christmas themed based activities.  We have been very busy 
making Christmas gifts and food and particularly enjoyed 
making gingerbread men and salt dough decorations.We 
developed our cutting and  grating skills.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This week’s round up from the classes… 
 
Reception/KS1: Adele Class 
Last week we introduced a new social 
story of  “That's not my Santa” To link 
with this we also added a story massage 
and lots of Christmas themed activities. 
The children enjoyed finding out all the 
different textures around the class and 
dressing up with the story props.  

We have worked on our number by 
counting decorations on trees and 
sorting pasta and baubles into a variety 
of containers. Not 
forgetting lots of sensory 
exploration of blocks, 
people and doorways in a 

frosty scene. Finally we made reindeer hats 
and enjoyed singing christmas songs related 
to this. 

We have also enjoyed a festive themed 
bucket time and our language use, 
concentration, and listening is really 
improving in these sessions. I'm sorry we 
had to finish early but your decorations 
and art work will be waiting safe for when 
we return. We didn't get time to film our 

class christmas song either but maybe you can listen to 
JIngle Bells at home and perform this to your parents 
directly? (We will make a new year performance to 
compensate next term) Aside from this we wish you all a 
safe and Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from 
everyone in Adele Class.  
 
KS1: Sinatra Class 
Over the last couple of weeks, we have continued 
Christmas themed activities.  

 
We used Christmas presents to 
help with our counting and 
gingerbread scented playdough 
to practice our fine motor skills. 
We also had fun mark-making 
by decorating snowmen with 

puffy paint and exploring our various 
Christmas themed sensory tough spots. We 
also had Toasty Thursday 
last week and we were 
able to use symbols to 
request what we wanted 
on our toast and then 
enjoy our lovely warm 
toast!  

 
We wish you all a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy 2021.  
Be safe and have a lovely break. 
 



 

Corrs Class also enjoyed making light meals using a 
microwave, including making and eating an omelette 
cooked in a mug in the microwave. 
 
We enjoyed Christmas Jumper day, and our Christmas song 
which will be shared on the school 
website and google classroom. Thank 
you for all your support this year.  
Please can you continue to support Corrs 
Class by sending in any empty 2 litre 
bottles you may have over Christmas.  
Merry Christmas! 
 
 
KS3/4: Coldplay Class 
We have had a very busy couple of weeks. We have had a 
big push promoting and modelling healthier food choices. 
We have also been engaging in a variety of physical 
activities tailored to their needs and abilities to support 
pupils' mental health and physical well being. Among them 
are physiotherapy sessions, yoga, team-building activities 
with a variety of PE equipment and table cricket.  
 
Students have also taken part in different communication 
and interaction activities to support their social and 
communication skills using their preferred method of 
communication (iPads, PECs, signs, words).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Everyone had a lot of fun exploring new interesting cause 
and effect objects that Maria got us for our "What is in the 
box?" time. The flashy objects were the most popular ones! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
KS1/KS2: Swift Class 
Everybody has settled in really well to their new class.  Last 

week we began our Christmas themed activities, including 

making fabulous salt dough tree decorations and Christmas 

tree bunting.  We’ve also enjoyed practising and performing 

christmas songs for our Christmas Jumper Day sing-along. 

 

The children have been using their 

maths skills to order and group 

Christmas themed objects by size 

and colour. 

 

 
 

KS1/KS2: Stevie Class 
Last week we had lots of fun with our         
Christmas theme. Children decorated    
Christmas trees with fruit prints and shredded       

paper, they decorated   
snowflakes with white paint    
and glitter working on their     
fine motor skills.  
 

They also took part in The Gingerbread Man story through          
role play, sensory prop explorations, decorating our       
gingerbread house, baking and decorating our own       
gingerbread men.  
  
They practised their writing and Maths      
skills through mark making in fake      
snow, sorting and number activities. 
 
Children also enjoyed the Bucket time with lots of fun          
lighting up toys, engaging in turn taking snowing activity,         
“wrap you up like a present” and “Santa beard” shaving          
foam splat. We also had a sing along in the playground with            
children joining in with playing jingle bells.  
 
From all of us in Stevie Class we hope you have a safe             
Christmas Break and we wish you all a Happy New Year! 
 
KS2: Lennon Class 
We had a lovely christmas week last week, 
we have been doing lots of baking and 
sensory play.  We have been exploring our 
christmas activity advent calendar. We 
have made mince pies, listened to 
christmas music, enjoyed playing with 
bubbles and made christmas slime.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Sixth Form: Ezra Class 
A student in Year 14 has been making her own packed lunch 
linked to her Asdan Focus modules. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Linked to their Creative Unit, students have been showing 
their friends their great dance moves. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Below are some photographs of craft Sixth form have made, 
linked to their Asdan coursework. 
 
The students used acrylic paint to paint their wooden 
flowers.Ribbon was used to make the tree decorations 
colourful. 
 
All students had fun completing decoupage, the Year 14s 
choose  to make different models including a car and a dog. 
This week students have been making wrapping paper by 
using brown paper, stamps and ink pads. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
KS2: Louis Class   
In Louis class we have been doing a lot of 
lovely Christmas activities. Last week we 
read the Nativity story, we used props to act 
it out. We also chose what characters we 
would like to be and wrote some lines about 
what the character may say.  
 
We have also made lots of Christmas crafts, we used paper 
plates and cotton wool to make some miniature Christmas 
hats, we then put them on our class Christmas tree. We 
have had lots of fun practising our singing and signing for 
our class Christmas song ‘On A Starry Night’. Here is a sneak 
peak! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KS2: Ludovico Class 
We have been busy getting ready for the holidays in 
Ludovico class!  
 

Last week we had our School 
Christmas Lunch so children 
made festive hats and 
placemats to add to the party 
mood.  
In our regular cooking session 
we made some mince pie 
cookies. It took a whole jar of 

mincemeat and we had to work together to 
make them.  Trying to get just an egg yolk 
was quite a challenge!   Eating them was a 
lot easier!  

We have continued with learning to 
write and spell names, and counting and 
reading numbers. 
 
We have also practised 

showing Safety, Learning, Independence, 
Communication and Engagement in School. 
Look at the photos below and see which of 
the School’s core principles are in evidence! 
I am sorry we did not get the share the last 
week of term together.  Don’t worry, everything will be 
waiting for us when we come back in January!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Other activities completed this week include students 
working together to make a healthy carrot, raisin and spring 
onion salad linked to a life skill challenge.  
 
They also made their own healthy sandwiches using 
wholemeal bread, low fat mayonnaise, reduced fat cheese, 
chopped pepper and grated cheese. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Merry Christmas  
and 

 a Happy New Year 
 

 from all at JohnWatson School  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
KS3: Idina Class 
It has been a very busy few weeks. We have really worked 
hard developing our communication and independence 
skills. As always, Idina have really enjoyed our cooking 
activities. We followed instructions, used ordinal numbers 
to show us what to do next. We made, and decorated, 
delicious festive gingerbread and Christmas Krispie cakes. It 
is fantastic how independent we are becoming. 

 

We developed our fine motor skills, sewing hessian with 
raffia twine. Using these skills, we made some wonderfully 
scented lavender bags.  
 
It was an interesting sensory experience, gathering the 

lavender into bags, and sewing our 
initials onto the hessian.  
 
We also 
participated in a 
box time 

activity, where we used improvised role 
play, and visual prompts, to remember 
the nativity story.  
 

Christmas helped to inspire us to learn to sign new songs, 
developing our ability to communicate with each other.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Not forgetting Christmas Jumper Day, when we all got into 
the spirit of Christmas, which was great fun! 
 
 


