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Happy New Year and welcome back! 
 
Dates for the Diary:   
 
★ Tuesday 11th February - Safer Internet Day.  

More details to follow 
 

★ Friday 14th February - Last day of term. Pupils 
finish at normal time 
 

★ Monday 24th February - return to school 
 

This term’s workshops for parents: 
 
Sensory Feeding workshop, 21st January 2020 
1:00pm-3:00pm at our secondary site 
 
Developing Protective Behaviours on 28th February 
2020@ 10am for parents of female pupils, Year 6 and 
above information about this event 
 
Update on Improvements to accommodation at both sites 
You may have noticed that major works are in full flow at 
the Primary Site (Four Wheatley Primary classrooms being 
refurbished for handover to us at Easter). All the children 
are enjoying watching men and machines wallowing in 
mud! 
 
Meanwhile meetings are underway determining final 
details for the extension to the secondary building, which 
will include 4 classrooms, start date yet to be agreed. 
 
We are all very excited! 
 
Reminder: Phone calls home always happen the 
Wednesday before the last week of term between 3:15 & 
5:00pm, if you will not be able to take a call then, please 
contact the office to arrange a suitable day and time 
 
Christmas Jumper Day 
We were delighted to raise £64.61 for Save the Children .  
Many thanks for all the donations.  
 
 
 
 

This week’s round up from the classes… 
 
Nursery and Little Windmills 
We have been busy exploring 

natural 
objects and 
using them 
to count 
carefully using 1-1 correspondence.  
 

Primary Pantomime 
The primary children were very 
fortunate to see the pantomime 
Robin Hood.  A travelling theatre 
brought the entire stage into our 

dining hall 
and 
transformed it 
into Nottingham 
Castle and 
Sherwood 
forest.  The 
children were 
amazed to see 
a big cooking 
pot on a fire in 
their hall!  They loved the singing and 
we all joined in with shouting ‘Oh no, 
you don’t!’ 
 

KS1: Forest Hill Class 
We started the term with our topic of 
wheels and wings and there’s no better 
time to explore transport than looking 
at the building works in school. We have 
enjoyed watching all the diggers in the 
school grounds and discussing noises 
and machinery.  

Our story We all 
Go Travelling By 
has helped with 
sequencing and 
lots of sensory and 
art themed crafts. 
We have made a 
big yellow bus and 
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KS3/4: Horspath Class  
 
Students had a great first few weeks back about after the 
Christmas holidays. We have all been keen to be back. 
In maths, we continue working on 
our number recognition, additions 
and subtractions skills and some of 
us we were working on 2s, 5s, 3s, 4s, 
6s and 10s times tables. 
In English, we have been practising 
writing sentences or words 
independently following the Sound 
Reading System. 

This term, 
for cooking, we are learning how 
to cook rice with different sauces 
with the aid of visuals and recipe 
symbols.  
Some of us have been to the Park 
Sports Centre to the Dance Studio 
to do Yoga and practising crossing 
the road. Others have continued 
Sensory Circuits in the classroom 
and interactive interactions. 

We also tried out our new PE equipment, and we had a 
great time!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have continued going over to the Wheatley Park 
School ICT suite to use computers and use websites like 
TopMarks to support our Maths targets. Others have 
continued using the Interactive Whiteboard to do their 
maths in the classroom. 
 
KS3/4 Shotover  
Shotover have begun to look at our 
topics, Reduce, Reuse and Recycle, 
alongside Responding Responsibly. In 
our English and Science and PSEMHI 
sessions, we have been asking why we 
need to recycle and explore the 
process. We have begun to look at 
how we can cut our waste in school, as 
well as what makes  a good friend and 
how to deal with disagreements with peers in a more 
responsible way.  
 
We have been looking at 
how we can take 
responsibility for the new PE 
and Playtime Equipment. 
We are thinking carefully 
about putting the 
equipment and games back 

enjoyed our own journey 
on bikes around the 
classroom collecting coins 
and counting as we shoot 
along. 
 We have also been 
counting with transport 
and writing letters and 
marks in the sand.  

 
KS1: Otmoor Class 

 
We have had a busy 
and exciting start to 
the term, we have 
been having lots of 
fun exploring our 
theme for this term 
which is Transport. 

We have been 
learning about 
trains, we have been 
building train tracks and playing with 
trains.  
We have also been practicing our mark 
making skills by using cars with pens 
taped to them, we choose what colours 
we wanted to use. We also used toy cars 
to create tracks in paint.  

We are having some building work done at the moment and 
we have had lots of opportunities to learn about diggers. We 
have enjoyed watching the builders dig big holes and move 
mud around.  
We look forward to exploring more transport related 
activities, next week we will be reading the story We all Go 
Travelling By.  
 
KS2: Chinnor Class  
We have had a busy start of the term.  We 
have started our Awesome Earth topic by 

focusing on weather. 
We have read One 
snowy night and 
enjoyed playing with 
snow dough and foam.  
We have done some 
winter painting using 
“frozen icey paint”  and 

enjoyed feeling ice and watching it melt.  
 
We continued to think about weather 
and talked about 
our favourite 
types of weather. 
We had a 

wonderful time making kites and flying 
them outside. 
 
 



 

on the playtime trolley after we have used them, alongside 
making sure we play with them correctly so as not to break 
them.  
 
In PE this week, we had 
an Integrated session, 
whereby we had 
stations around the 
secondary site. The 
pupils could choose 
where they wanted to 
go, what equipment 
they wanted to try and 
who they would like to play it with. We also had some 
students from Wheatley Park join us for the session. It was 
lovely to see the pupils interact 

with them 
and play 
games they 
wouldn’t 
necessarily 
play. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
KS3/4: Beckley Class  

 
We have had a good first couple of 
weeks after the Christmas Holidays. 
Everyone has settled in and is 
engaging with their learning. In PE 
this week, we had an Integrated 
session in which we had stations 
around the secondary site. 
Students were able to choose 
where they wanted to go, what 
equipment they wanted to explore 

and decide who they wanted to play it with. We also had 
some students from 
Wheatley Park joining us 
for our weekley Green 
Teens the session. It was 
lovely to see the pupils 
interact with them and 
play games they wouldn’t 
necessarily play. 
 
 In cooking, we are learning how to 

follow simple recipes with symbols 
to make different dishes with rice. 
This week we are making rice 
salad. 

 
We have also been working in our 
practical Maths during our cooking 
sessions. Students have been 

KS2: Waterperry Class  
We have returned and got straight back into our learning. 
We started by thinking about winter and we shared the book 

One 
Snowy 
Night. 
We 
wrapped 
up in 
blankets 

to listen to the story and then made 
snowy pictures.  It hasn’t snowed 
yet but we are keeping our fingers 
crossed! 

 
This week 
we started 
work on 
our topic, 
Awesome 
Earth.  We have been learning 
about the South Pole and the 
North Pole through the story 

Lost and Found, by Oliver Jeffers.  We have been enjoying 
playing with ice and used toy penguins to retell the story.  
 

  
We talked about what food we could eat 
to keep warm at the  South Pole - 
porridge or soup?  The children chose 
soup, so we made Tomato Soup.  They 
decided it was delicious (thank you, Mary 
Berry!) and some had second helpings 
too. 
 

We have also 
worked on a 
collaborative 
artwork of a 
rainbow, sun and 
clouds.  This will 
support our 
learning about the 

water cycle later in the term. 
 
KS2: Wheatley Class   
We have been learning about Space 

through various sensory activities. 

Children enjoyed making paper flying 

rockets and they blew them from 

different 

angles to 

observe 

what 

happens.  



 

measuring and weighing 
ingredients and working out how 
many forks, knives and plates we 
need. Pupils have been working on 
their independence and life skills as 
well. They 
have been 
tying up 
and 
washing 
up all the 

kitchen equipment, managing 
their personal hygiene and 
practising their fine motor skills 
related to their clothing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Sixth Form: Oxford Class 
 
We  have had a busy week completing their coursework. 
Activities completed include having great fun using the 
new djembe drums and exploring the story objects linked 
to the new sensory story ‘Moving’. 
A small group of students worked together to use a switch 
to operate the liquidiser to make strawberry milkshakes 
made with ice-cream. 
 
Swimming for leisure started again and a group of students 
visited the village library, bakery and Wheatley park library. 
 
On the menu for lunch this week was vegetarian gluten 
free toad in the hole,  jacket potatoes, salad and jelly..  
Also in the life skills building this week  students practised 
making toast, cooked a delicious oat, apple and blackberry 
bake suitable for a healthy breakfast and one student 
successfully independently researched, selected and 
cooked a gluten free dish suitable for a main meal. This 
activity was linked to the student’s individual learning plan. 
 
Other activities include starting two new life skills 
Challenges- Hobbies and Art. Students have chosen which 
activities they would like to complete. Hobbies selected 
include board games, bird watching and making cards. 
Art activities include sewing, decoupage, Clay models and 
using fabric pens to design T-shirts. 

They also experienced balloon rockets as part of our Science 

experiment.  

Children also started making paper mache Sun and Moon, as  

part of Art and motor skill  activities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We continued with Whatever Next, as our Sensory Story and 

children participated in drama activities with props and bear 

masks. It was surprising to see how well they knew the story 

and they all could anticipate what was happening.  

 
KS2: Thame Class  

We have started the 
topic of Awesome 
Earth and have looked 
at the North Pole and 
South Pole. Pupils 
enjoyed exploring 
magnets and 
completing activities in 

‘Natalie’s Mad World of Magnets’.  
We had tasks of racing cars moving it only with a magnet,  

‘I’m a magnet get me out of here’- getting 
a magnetic ball out of a bottle using 
magnets. 
Moving a magnet through a tunnel and 
‘going fishing’, using rods to fish for letters. 
 
 
 

Friday Primary Integration Sessions 
From this Friday, 17 January, we will have some cross-phase 
integrated sessions on Friday afternoons.  Children will take 
part in activities that will support their targets for Physical 
and Sensory, Communication and Integration, and Social, 
Emotional, Mental Health and Independence.  
 
Children have been allocated to activities that we anticipate 
they will enjoy - Sensory Circuits, Music and Movement, 
Scooters and Kites, and Nature Explorers. 
 
We will buy waterproof trousers for children taking part in 
the Nature Explorers so that they can go into the meadow. 
However these children and the children in the scooters and 
kites group will be outside for about 45 minutes.  Please send 
them in to school with warm clothing, a coat and preferably 
a hat and gloves.  
 
Please let us have any feedback from your child about these 
sessions. 

 


