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Contact Details: 01865 452725 (Primary and Nursery) 01865 876716 (Secondary) www.johnwatsonschool.org 
primary@johnwatsonschool.org , secondary@johnwatsonschool.org , wheatleynurseryschool@johnwatsonschool.org 

 

Changes to the management of COVID19 

We are aware that moving to 3 bubbles, one for Wheatley 

Nursery School; another for Primary and a third for 

Secondary will put more strain on staff cover. Classes need 

to be safe to open and there may need to be class closures 

as a last resort, should too many class team staff be absent 

on a given day for us to be safe at the Primary or Secondary 

Site. We hope you understand that we will do all we can to 

avoid this, but recognise it is a distinct possibility, 

 

Improvements at Pick Up and Drop Off time on the 

Primary site 

Thank you all for supporting us with this. It is  further 

supporting social distancing working as Wheatley Nursery 

pupils and families come through the canopy area at the 

beginning and end of the day. The new alphabet letter 

system for each parent at Primary has improved things 

further. 

 

Google Classroom-** Important reminder!** 

The school now communicates regularly through Parent 

mail and Google Classroom 

Please do call the school office (Primary) and Amy will talk 

you through how to access google classroom, if you need 

support. 

MEDICATION IN SCHOOL- If your child is 
coming in from a different setting, or 
going to stay at a different setting, please 
ensure that medication coming in is 
labelled and the class teacher and the 

office are aware  
 
Dates for the Diary:   
 
★ Thursday 22nd October - Last day of term 

 
★ Monday 2nd November - Pupils return to school  

 
★ Friday 18th December - Last day of term, early  

finish 1.15pm  
★ Wednesday 6th January 2021 - Pupils return to 

school 

This week’s round up from the 
classes… 
Nursery and Little Windmills 
 
We noticed that some of the leaves 
in the garden are changing colour 
and falling onto the ground. We 

looked in an 
information book about Autumn 
and found out that this is a seasonal 
change that 
happens 
every 
autumn.  

 
We had fun 
painting 
autumn colours onto our hands and 
making autumn leaf handprints for 
our special Golden Books.  

 
 
 
Reception/KS1: Adele Class 
We have continued our Autumnal 
theme again this week and made our 
very own model paper mache 
pumpkins. We have also had lots of 

fun printing with 
fruit and 
weighing 
different fruit and 
vegetables. In the week prior to this, 
we made bread and talked about 
healthy bones and the importance of 
eating healthy. 
Having fun 

outdoors and promoting independence 
in the lunch rooms. We have also taken 
part in sensory massage over the weeks 
and enjoy exploring all the 
multicoloured lights and sensory 
objects whilst listening to Autumnal 
music.  
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KS3/4: Celine Class 
We have had a fantastic past couple 
of weeks.  
For English we continue working on 
writing our name, others we are 
starting to read simple books or more 
complex reading material like fiction 
books or food recipes always 
following our Sound and Reading 
System approach (SRS). 

For Maths, we are ordering 
numbers and matching numbers 
with Numicon shapes to 
understand the value of each 
number. We are using scales to 
measure different materials like 
playdough or Numicon, and 
some of us started to understand 
the concept of dividing. 

 
 
We keep working on our 
independence, by wiping out tables 
before eating, washing our hands 
thoroughly with water and soap, 
getting our lunch and tidying up. 
We also are learning to prepare 
milkshakes with more or less 
support. You can find the recipe on 
google class if you want to have a go at home. 
 
KS3/4 Corrs Class 
 
We have had a fabulous couple of 
weeks. We have been celebrating 
Black History month and have 
explored and learnt about different 
black icons that have made History. 
We have covered Louis Armstrong, 
Bob Marley and talked about their 

achievements within the music 
industry signing some of their 
popular songs. We have also 
learnt about inventers such as 
Garrent Morgan who invented 
the traffic lights and George 
Crum who invented the crisp.  
 
 

We have also looked into the 
culture and have enjoyed making 
traditional carribean foods such 
as fried dumplings. 
 

 
 
 

*Please note that we are currently having a fantastic, 
engaging time in the mud kitchen and have now dug up 
enough mud nearby to run a whole bakery!  
Please can you send your child in with Wellington boots as 
the all weather suits we provide only cover so much sensory 
exploration. 
 
KS1: Sinatra Class 
We have continued with the autumn 
theme this week.  We explored 
pumpkins in our food sensory class, 
examining the textures of the insides 

of a pumpkin. 
We also 
explored 
making 
pumpkins out of paper, cotton balls 
and glitter. 

  
We also had 
our first 
cooking 

session this week, making and 
decorating gluten-free cookies. 
 

The mud 
kitchen has also 
been a lot of 
fun, we dug and 
found worms 
and have been 
cooking a lot of 
chocolate cakes. 

 
 
KS1/KS2: Stevie Class 
We have been very busy enjoying 

sensory stories and sensory 

activities related to autumn and 

the Harvest Festival. Children took 

part in cooking sessions and they 

enjoyed exploring food, including 

pumpkins and fruits and 

vegetables. They also worked 

hard in Maths and English, 

counting, mark making and 

writing.  

  

Children also had good fun in 

the mud kitchen outside. There was a lot of interaction and 

good communication through play.  

 

 

 

 



 

We have also enjoyed looking at 
trailblazers in  gymnastics. We 
looked at Dominique Dawes and 
celebrated her achievements. 
We then replicated some 
gymnastic moves completing 
counter balance activities, and 
single balance activities. 
Continuing to promote working 
together, incorporating the school 
principles of Slice- safety. 

 

 
 
 
KS3/4: Coldplay Class 
We have had a fantastic past couple 
of weeks! We had a variety of 
sensory experiences in which we 
explored, weighed, described and 
compared different ingredients and 
materials. Pupils had a go 
manipulating and using scales, 
measuring jugs and a variety of 
measuring cups to carry out a 
science experiment. During the 

session, students worked on 
making predictions and on their 
individual EHCP targets for 
communication and interaction.  
 
We also gave a big push to learn 
about safety and protective 
behaviour. With the support or 
symbols and scenario pictures, 
students 

learnt about public and private 
behaviours and places.  
 
We had Bella and Katie revisiting us 
last week. Students took turns to 
stroke, brush, walk and read to the 
dog.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KS2: Ludovico Class 

Last week Ludovico class used 
the book How to Wash a 
Woolly Mammoth to help us 
to learn a little bit about 
taking care of ourselves, a 
little bit about following 
instructions, and a lot about 
making bubbles and sharing 
with friends.  
 
We decided to make a banana 
cake too, as elephants like bananas (so mammoths 
probably do too!). Everyone had a go at mashing the 
bananas, and most of us tried eating them too.  
 

This week we are 
learning about 
Harvest, and we used 
the traditional tale 
‘The Little Red Hen’ to 
learn about planting 
seeds and cutting the 
wheat.  We also made 
bread, just like the 
Little Red Hen did. 

Kneading the dough was great exercise too, especially 
for our hand muscles which will support our 
handwriting too!  The warm bread smelt lovely and 
everyone had some to smell or eat. 
 
We have also been using the trampette, physio balls 
and crash mat in PE.  The children are working really 
well towards their 
targets!  
 
We also used seeds 
and lentils to make 
collage hens and 
wheat sheafs!  I 
hope you like them.  
 
 
KS2: Lennon Class 
This week we have enjoyed a lot of 
cooking.  We love “toasty 
Tuesday”, where the children 
wrote about what topping they 
wanted on their toast and had to 
purchase it from our “toast Cafe”. 
We had lots of fun and its a great 
way to practice our real life skills in 
the classroom.  
 
 

 



 

Sixth Form: Ezra Class 
Students in Ezra have been busy 
completing their Asdan coursework.  
  
Students have had fun following 
musical terms during drumming 

lessons, 
their 
favourite is 
‘Lento 
which 
means 
slowly. 
Other creative lessons this week 
include painting in the style of 
Matisse’s colour pictures. 

 
Excellent concentration during the making of milkshakes 
linked to a Asdan life skill challenge. 
Other activities completed this week include ‘jobs’ litter 
picking  and sweeping. 
 The litter picking focus, was this week communication and 

working together as a team. The 
students 
worked 
really 
hard and 
collected 
litter 
from the 
blue 
area and 
outside 

the front of the Steve drywood 
building. The sweeping learning 
outcome this week was to keep the brush on the floor and 
to use both hands when holding the broom. 

On Thursday the student’s in 
Ezra all worked together to make 
their lunch, which was pizza, 
salad and a jacket potato 
followed by angel delight and 
homemade biscuits. 
 

KS2: Louis Class   
A highlight for us  has been the 

activities we have done around healthy 

eating. We have been reading the story 

called ‘Oliver's Fruit Salad’. We have 

written what we would like in our own 

fruit salads as well as writing 

instructions on how to make it and 

even tried still life drawings of fruit.  

 

We eventually moved on to making 

our own fruit salads, we carefully 

peeled and chopped our fruit. It was 

also great to try lots of new fruits, a lot 

of the children had not tried mango 

before and really enjoyed it!  

 

 
 
KS3: Idina Class 
Our learning focus has continued 
on the theme of Celebrations. 
Over the past few weeks, we 
have been creating different 
party food, following our 
cupcakes with sandwiches, and 
this week fruit jelly. All of the 

students work as independently 
as possible, following a modelled 
example and visual instructions.  
 
We have also enjoyed thinking 
about Harvest celebrations, 
exploring fruit and vegetables, 

considering which we like and don’t 
like. This has 
inspired our 
writing, and 
enabled us to 
understand 
where food grows, linking to our work 
preparing the gardens at Venison 
House, which we are really enjoying. 

  
 
Some of the class participate in the 
Lord Taverner’s Cricket, which is a 
fantastic opportunity. We learn 
batting and fielding skills. It is also 
fantastic fun too! 

 

 


