
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

John Watson School Newsletter                                                                                                                          15th January 2021 

Contact Details: 01865 452725  www.johnwatsonschool.org 
office@johnwatsonschool.org , secondary@johnwatsonschool.org , wheatleynurseryschool@johnwatsonschool.org 

Dear all, 
 
Thank you to everyone for being so understanding and 
supportive as we face all the immense challenges posed by 
Lockdown Number 3. The new term is generally going well, 
despite the pandemic affecting staffing levels. We will 
continue to inform you of any closures with as much warning 
as possible.  
 
Having home learning systems in place from the previous 
lockdowns has supported us to build on the great work 
already done. We are receiving frequent communications 
from parents/carers about how well the children are doing 
and they generally appear to be coping in spite of 
everything. The small group of students who are in school 
are enjoying doing the same learning activities as the 
suggested home learning for students who are currently not 
attending school.  
 
We hope you find some time this weekend to share happy 
moments with each other, such as sharing a book or a board 
game. Stay safe.  
 
Stephen 
 
link to our website 
 
Dates for the Diary:   
 
★ Friday 12th February 2021 - Last day of term 
★ Monday 22nd February 2021 - Pupils return to 

school 
 
 
 
Thank you for all the donations 
on Christmas Jumper Day, 
Wheatley Nursery School raised 
£34 and John Watson School 
raised £75.50 
 
 
 
 

           This week’s round up from the classes… 
 
Reception/KS1: Adele Class 
Since our return to school we have 
been looking at the frosty weather and 
thinking about hot and cold. We have 
made snowmen with cotton wool and 
explored the ice and cold outdoors. 
We have also begun our theme on 
Space and participated in the sensory 
story of “Whatever Next” using props 
as we read the story. 

 
 
As a class we 
have built a 
sensory area and stuck stars and lights 
around the area in a space theme. We 
have explored different balls and 
flashing toys within this.  
 
We have also made sensory umbrellas 
with rockets to the moon counting up 
and down from 5 and making choices 
from rockets- whoosh! Up, Up and 
Away! 
 

 
KS1: Sinatra Class 
Welcome back everyone!  This week we have started our 

story ‘Whatever Next’ in line with our space theme.  

 

The role play area has been set up as a picnic and we have 

been having fun exploring different foods.  

 

We have also had a galaxy themed water tray, exploring 

measurements and cause and effect. 
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KS3/4: Celine Class 
Our new topic on returning after the holiday is ‘Our 
Lifetimes’. We are thinking about who we are, looking at 
family photographs, and what makes us female and male. 
 

 
 
We have considered how we use our senses, with our Maths 
being very linked to using sensory objects, such as familiar 
household objects to measure capacity, plastic jugs and 
pipettes. We have also enjoyed choosing and mixing 
different coloured water for pouring.  
 
Linking to our communication, reading and writing, we 
linked to measuring capacity, by following and writing 
instructions to take seeds out of pomegranates, using 
different objects to take the juice out of the 
seeds. Using a measuring beaker, we 
explored how much we had managed to 
squeeze. 

 
 

The very cold weather was used for inspiration, where we 
experimented with ice and paint. We also used a real snow 
flurry as part of developing our understanding of the 
weather and world around us.  

 
KS3/4 Corrs Class 
We have had a lovely full packed week. Pupils have enjoyed 
completing independence targets and activities through 
making 1 mug meals. Pupils developed their skills of grating, 
measuring and managing safety features around the kitchen 
making macaroni cheese. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Pupils have also been working hard during English and 
Maths lessons and have enjoyed practical kinesthetic 
lessons linking to time- including gross motor skills, number 
ordering and identification of time. 
 
Pupils have also enjoyed developing 
communication and language skills 
using the theme of  “ Our Lifetime”. 
Looking at pictures and videos of 
themselves and their peers describing them  using 
descriptive language. 

 

We explored the different textures of food 

this week looking at the difference 

between canned and frozen. 

 

This week in maths, in 

line with our space 

theme, we used 

playdough and rocket playdough mats to 

count and recognise numbers. 

 
KS1/KS2: Swift Class 

 

We had a great start to the 

new term. Our activities 

have helped explore our 

topic of Space, where 

we’ve been using songs to 

learn about the solar 

system, exploring our 

moonscape and counting 

with ‘moonrocks’.  

We’ve also been making, 

drawing and reading about 

strange aliens.  We’ve also 

enjoyed the snow and making 

paper-chain snowmen (& 

Snowcats).  

 

 
 

 
KS1/KS2: Stevie Class 
We started the new term with      
activities based on the “Lost and      
Found” story by Oliver Jeffers. We      
looked at the signs of winter and       
we went on   
a pretend trip   

to the South Pole. We made a penguin        
with cotton wool and we made icicles       
using silver foil and glitter .  
 
Children also enjoyed making an     
iceberg using ice and shaving foam. 
 
KS2: Lennon Class 
We have had a busy start of term and it has been lovely 
seeing everyone back after christmas. We have done some 
lovely newsharing and writing about what we did over 
christmas and have enjoyed thinking about our new topic 
Oppersites.  This week we have thought about hot and cold, 
we loved playing in the snow and then warmed ourselves 
up by making a cup of  delicious hot chocolate.  



 

 
KS3/4: Coldplay Class 
We have had a good couple of weeks. Linking to our topic 
this term “ Our Lifetime” we have been looking at pictures 
of ourselves and sharing them with our peers. Using pupils 
preferred method of communication, students have been 
describing or identifying relatives/ known people who were 
on the pictures with them. We all had a lovely time sharing 
memories. 

 
 
We carried on with our Sound Reading System work to 
support students reading, writing and spelling skills. For 
those who are following a more sensory approach and are at 
a pre phonics level, we have been doing mark-making 
activities using a variety of sensory resources to support 
students' fine motor skills.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students had a lot of fun at school and at home playing 
“would you rather”. Very creative alternatives came up 
during this lovely Communication & Interaction activity. 
Another very popular activity this week was our Science 
experiment to make a crystal suncatcher! Those at home 
really enjoyed it.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sixth Form: Ezra Class 
We have been busy either working at school or completing 
home learning. They have been working on their individual 
learning targets as well as their Asdan coursework. 
Linked to a life skill challenge about the seasons, students 
have been completing winter themed art and listening to 
the winter movement from ‘Vivaldi Four Seasons’. 
For homework this week students have taken part in bird 
watching from their windows and during walks in their local 
community. 
 

 
 
We have been reading “Lost and found” and really enjoyed 
listening to a sensory story.  We then had to guess what 
animal had been frozen in the ice and then we had great 
fun trying to break the ice to discover what is inside.  

 
 
KS2: Louis Class   
We have had a fantastic start to the new term. We have 
enjoyed talking about what we did over the Christmas 
break and what gifts we have received and given.  
 
We have been exploring our theme of ‘opposites’. We have 
started by looking at the difference between hot and cold. 
We have read the story ‘Winnie in Winter’ as well as learnt 
what animals live in the Arctic.  
 
A highlight of our week was doing our science experiment 
with skittles and warm water, we watched as the warm 
water dissolved the colours of the skittles to make pretty 
patterns, the children were very engaged.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KS2: Ludovico Class 
It was lovely to see how happy the 
children were to come back into school. 
We caught up on our holiday news and 
wrote about it in our books.  

 
Our topic this term is 
Opposites, and this week we have been 
learning about hot and cold.  The weather 
has made learning about cold very easy! 
Because snow had been forecast, we had a 
snow themed bucket time 
and made snowmen pictures.  

  
We were rewarded with real snow on Friday 
and we all had fun, even though there was not 
enough snow to make a snowman!  There was 
enough to make a snowball though … 
 



 

 

The photograph below shows a year 14 enjoying a leisure 
activity of relaxing in the sensory room and interacting with 
his environment while listening to music. 
 

 
 
This week students have started working for a new life skill 
challenge’ Participating in chair dance aerobics’.  
 

 
 
At the end of the lesson students had fun keeping fit with 
pom poms. 
 
Linked to the season - Winter, Students had fun making and 
exploring cloud snow. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The students used cornflour and vegetable oil but plain flour 
and baby oil can be used. For a whiter appearance use baby 
oil and for a crisp like snow texture use cornflour. 
 

 

To learn about feeling hot, we had some hot chocolate after 
being outside.  We also warmed up by using the indoor PE 
equipment. 

We used the book ‘Winnie in Winter’ to 
think about the different clothes we 
need for hot weather and cold weather. 
We also froze water and then melted it 
again to learn about how materials 
change their state when they get warm. 
To check on our learning we also melted 
chocolate and then let it go solid in a new 
shape.  Then we ate it. 
 

KS3: Idina Class 
We have been working hard either at school, or completing 
home learning activities. Continuing work on our individual 
English and Maths targets, we have engaged in a range of 
learning activities, including SRS, signing our class song, 
writing shopping lists, creating our own games, to help with 
addition, and also looking at what we do at different times 
of the day.  

 
Our main focus on returning to school in the first week was 
on handwashing. We have been engaging in a range of 
activities relating to this, such as having a box time using 
bubbles and soap, or creating art and using paint to show 
the ‘germs’ on our hands, and then making sure we wash 
our hands thoroughly to get rid of the ‘germs’. 

 
We have also been making individual 
sensory bags to help with our fine motor 
skills and supporting our self-regulation. 
 
As the topic of this term is ‘Our lifetimes’, 
we have also been considering what makes 
us the same and different, where we have cared for 
different gendered baby dolls.  

 
We have also worked on our 
independence skills, linking to maths, 
English and science, we followed 
instructions, chopping and cutting 
different vegetables to 
make a casserole. 

We cut vegetables into half and quarter.  
 
Once we cut the vegetables, we 
considered whether we liked, or disliked 
them. Some of us really enjoyed eating the warm vegetable 
casserole.  


