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Contact Details: 01865 452725 (Primary and Nursery) 01865 876716 (Secondary) www.johnwatsonschool.org 
primary@johnwatsonschool.org , secondary@johnwatsonschool.org , wheatleynurseryschool@johnwatsonschool.org 

 

Dates for the Diary:   
★ Tuesday 17th December, 2pm  

Primary Christmas sing-a-long 
★ Wednesday 18th December, 2pm  

Primary Christmas sing-a-long 
★ Thursday 19th December 10am 

Secondary Christmas Performance 
★ Thursday 19th December- Last day of term. Pupils 

Early finish at 1.15pm  
★ We return on Monday 6th January normal time 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We have had a very successful term, that has inevitably got 
increasingly busy in the build up to Christmas.  As I look 
back on the autumn we have been involved in a range of 
successful sporting events, including a national Panathlon 
and a primary multi- sport event with Wheatley Primary 
School. Highlights in the closing stages have been the 
wonderful community events, including the lively Nursery 
Nativity and the ambitious film of Shakespeare’s Tempest 
by the secondary department. The trip to the New Theatre 
went very well for Yr6 and Yr 7. It included taking public 
transport from Wheatley in order to maximise the learning 
opportunities (see pending article in the Times Educational 
Supplement.) 
 
Thank you for all your support. The New Year will bring 
exciting developments as we prepare to receive our 4 new 
Primary classrooms and improved parking facilities by 
Easter, and discussions are underway about the final 
details and completion date for the substantial extension of 
4 classrooms to to the Steve Drywood Building at Wheatley 
Park.  
Have a restful break and Happy New Year! 
 
Stephen 
 

 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to the whole of 
wheatley Nursery school and John Watson School 
community , Have a wonderful peaceful fun filled christmas 

This week’s round up from the classes… 
 
Nursery and Little Windmills 
We have had a busy time performing our 
nativity play. The children have worked 
so hard to learn all the songs and sang 
and danced beautifully in both 
performances.  
 
 
KS1: Forest Hill Class 

 
We have had a jolly few weeks 
decorating the classroom and 
making cards and decorations 
galore. 
 We have 
worked on our 
number skills 

by counting and sorting Christmas 
baubles and presents. Then used our 
communication skills to sing along to 

Christmas songs. 
Hopefully you may have heard some 
of these from your children repeated 
at home? Jingle Bells is a Forest Hill 
favourite! We continued to work on 
our hand 
skills 
with 

scissors, dressing, and activities 
with christmas playdough. We’ve 
even had a visit from the 
Therapy dog. Such a busy but 
festive time! 
 
KS1: Otmoor Class 
 

We have been enjoying making lots of 

Christmas crafts and exploring lots of 

different Christmas 

themed activities. We have 

made cards, baubles and 

calendars.  We used glue, 
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and new year myself and all governors. See you all in new 
year 2020 
 
Sarah Simmonds, Chair of Governors 
 

 
 
KS3/4: Horspath Class  
 
Horspath have been busy 
preparing for the Christmas 
Enterprise. We have had great fun 
making table mats and cutlery 

holders and 
cards. We 
sold EVERY 
one! We 
worked on 
our fine 
motor skills, 
including 
cutting and 

using a glue gun while making 
them and during the Enterprise 
worked on managing money, communication and 
interaction. 
We continued working hard on our individual targets using 
clocks, money, The Sound Reading System and using 
Sensory Circuits. All students have worked 

really hard and 
stayed focused even 
though we’re nearly 
the end of term. We 
also enjoyed 
exploring our new 
musical instruments - 
a set of beautiful Djembe drums and 
authentic 

Balafons from West Africa! 
KS3/4 Shotover  
We have been using the new 
curriculum and Numicon to support 
our number and money value 
targets, continuing our work on time 
and measuring objects both on 

digital 
and 
weighing 
scales. 
 
We have 
been 
continuing 
our work 
on road 

safety and how          and where is a 
safe place to cross, both in role play 

sequins, paint and stickers, they look fantastic. 

we have been reading Here comes Santa. 
We have have been exploring the story 

with lots of different props such as bells, 

puppets and flour to shake which looked 

like snow! 

 

We baked Christmas 

biscuits in the shape of reindeer, snowmen 

and christmas trees, we decorated them 

with icing and sprinkles. 

We are looking forward to performing our 

songs next week, we have been practicing 

every day. 

 
KS2: Chinnor Class  
We have had a very busy few weeks 
getting ready for Christmas.  We started 
thinking about how the weather has 
changed and looking for signs of winter. 
We have been working on independence 

and thinking 
about how to 
dress for winter 
practicing 
putting on our 
coats, gloves 
and welly 
boots.  We read our sensory story 
We’re Going on a Bear Hunt and 

experienced the story using our senses.  We felt water, mud 
and long grass 
using our feet 
and made a 
snow storm 
using bubbles 
and paint.   It 
was really fun 
and very messy.  
 

 
We have been doing a lot of Christmas 
art, we have made  
decorations.  We have made our 
classroom more festive by drawing 
christmas pictures on the windows.  
 
 

KS2: Waterperry Class  
Waterperry class finished their work on All About Me and 
looking at our families by sharing the book Owl Babies.  We 
played with owl puppets and feathers to help us learn the 
story, and we practised saying the repeated phrase of Bill, 
the smallest owl:  ‘I want my mummy!’.  Then we tried 
writing this sentence, or a part of it.  
 



 

situations as well as learning all about the Green Cross 
Code. 
The pupils enjoyed selling their finished merchandise at 
the Christmas Enterprise. They worked hard on their 
Communication and Interaction targets, as well as 
practicing the receiving of money and the exchanging of 
change.  
 
KS3/4: Beckley Class  
We have been very engaged in 
preparing everything for our 
Christmas Enterprise selling. 
Everyone loved making the 
Christmas tree decorations 
and Christmas cards. We work 

very hard, and we ran out of 
items! We practised our fine 
motor skills as well as our 
Maths by handling money. 
Students did a fantastic job in 
terms of their communication 
and interaction skills as well. 

They greeted parents and visitors appropriately, engaged 
with them in different conversations and promoted the 
products they made.  
We carried on focussing on our individual EHCP targets 
using real coins, Numicon, 
digital and analogue clocks 
and SRS (Sound Reading 
System). 
We also had a fantastic 
music session with Stephen 
and Karen. We explored 
and played different West 
African instruments to 
follow different rhythm 
patterns.  
 
Sixth Form: Oxford Class 
This week a group of students in Oxford class have been 
experiencing the festival of Christmas in a sensory way by 
exploring a variety of decorations and helping to decorate 
a small Christmas tree. They have also  been enjoying 
completing an Asdan Life skill Challenge about making 
music by playing Kitchen equipment. 
Another group of students have been busy completing a 
life skill Challenge about Healthy Eating which included 
adapting a fairy cake recipe by changing the flour to 
wholemeal to add more fibre into the dish. 
On the menu this week  for lunch a group of students 
prepared pizza, feta cheese salad and jacket potatoes. 
Followed by Chocolate orange trifle. 

This week we completed our lessons on dance, which used 
The Nutcracker Suite, a popular Christmas story, as its 
inspiration.  The children have enjoyed marching like the 
Nutcracker Soldier and twirling like the fairy. 
 
We have also got into the Christmas 
spirit and started to make decorations 
for the classroom and home, cards to 
take home and edible treats to enjoy. 
And of course we have continued to 
rehearse for our Christmas concert - 
Waterperry class makes an amazing 
line up of Snowflakes!  
 
 
KS2: Wheatley Class   
Our christmas celebrations 

have  continued.  We have 

been reading our sensory 

story The Gingerbread Man. 

We have  practised lots for 

our christmas production 

songs and we are beginning 

to 

create christmas items to bring home on 

the last day of term.. Our Maths focus 

has been numbers 1 - 20, joining in with 

number songs and shape recognition. 

We have explored sensory based 

activities ie painting to create a fireplace 

scene,  lots of lights, tinsel and baubles, 

christmas cards and cooking.  

 

KS2: Thame Class  
We have been very busy this 
week. We have enjoyed a 
sensory experience walking 
around the Christmas Market. 
We have addressed the school 
initiative of SLICE- Safety in the 
community walking around 
Oxford city center, Learning- 
where our Christmas food 

comes from, Independence riding 
the carousel in the market, 
Communication- talking to the 
attendant manning the ride and 
Engagement, all pupils looking 
out for signs of Christmas all 
around and enjoying the 
experience. 
 
 

 

 



 

 
Interschools’ Panathlon 
Last week 15 pupils from John Watson school went to Wheatley Primary school to take part in a 
Partnership Panathlon competition. The teams were mixed with Wheatley Primary and John 
Watson School pupils, giving an opportunity for both sets of pupils to work as a team. They took 
part in 6 events: Boccia blast- a game similar to bowls, Kurling, Basketball, Flight path- target 
throwing  and Bean Bag throw. All pupils really enjoyed the activities and mixing with pupils they 
would not normally. Twelve pupils from Wheatley primary school worked as active leaders and 
helped run all the individual activities, building skills with John Watson Pupils.  
Tony Waymouth, chairman for National Panathlon, donated some medals for the event which all 
the pupils enjoyed! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


