
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

John Watson School Newsletter                                                                                                                          12th February 2021 

Contact Details: 01865 452725  www.johnwatsonschool.org 
office@johnwatsonschool.org , secondary@johnwatsonschool.org , wheatleynurseryschool@johnwatsonschool.org 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We really do appreciate your continuing support through the 
most challenging of times. I think everyone is ready for the 
half term break and it looks like it is going to be dry at least, if 
not cold. There are a few early signs of Spring and the days 
are lighter and a little longer.  
 
We will continue to do all we can to keep children and adults 
safe and to that end we will be continuing our Wednesday 
closure into next term, and we will keep this under review. 
 
Thank you  
 
Stephen  
 
Please do refer to our website for further information about 
the school 
link to our website 
 
Dates for the Diary:   
 
★ Friday 12th February 2021 - Last day of term 
★ Monday 22nd February 2021 - Pupils return to school 
★ Friday 5th March 2021 - World Book Day 
★ Wednesday 31st March 2021 - Last day of term, early 

finish @ 1:15pm 
 
 
KS3/4 Corrs Class 

 
Corrs class had an amazing week last week. They enjoyed 
developing their independence skill in the garden and began 
clearing all the overgrown bushes that had grown over the 
winter time. Pupils enjoyed looking after their environment 
including litter picking in the area.  
  
 

                 This week’s round up from the classes… 

 
Reception/KS1: Adele Class 

We have had a busy few weeks. 
Last week we enjoyed finishing 
our Space topic with handprint 
aliens, rockets and visits to the 
moon. For our counting we 
launched rockets and had great 
fun with space themed bucket 
times.  

This week we took an imaginary trip 
to China and took part in pre 
Chinese New Year Celebrations. We 
have danced as Dragons, drummed 
and made lanterns galore. For 
Maths we counted chopsticks and 
filled pots of rice. We have enjoyed 
a wonderful sensory story in China 
where we smelt different foods, 

touched 
brightly 
coloured 
materials and 
listened to 
drumming and 
dancing 
dragons. 
Happy New 

Year- Kung Hei Fat Choi! 
 
 
KS1: Sinatra Class 

We have had a fun few weeks, exploring 
the weather outside and focusing on 
our gross motor skills. 
We have also been 

having fun with 

bucket time, 

learning to wait and 

take turns with 

our friends . 
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Please can you continue to support us with our eco build by 
sending in empty 2 litre bottles of water, lemonade or coke 

for our eco house. Thank you in advance. 
Pupils continued the theme of 
independence and developed their 
abilities to make their own snack 
using a microwave. Pupils really 
enjoyed making and eating Cheese 
on toast, 

  
KS3/4: Coldplay & Celine Class 

 

In class we have had a great couple of weeks. We have been 
practising the signs for What a wonderful world. We have also 
been working with the students to recognise and differentiate 
public & private behaviour and settings. Pupils looked at 
various pictures and described and discussed what they could 
see and sorted them into public & private scenes.  

 
We have been supporting our 
students’ independence and life 
skills by making sandwiches. They 
followed a simple recipe with 
symbols and chose the fillings 
they wanted to use. During this 
session, we also talked about 
healthy eating. 

 
 Students continued with their Sound Reading System work 
and engaged in word puzzle activities, reading, spelling and 
writing sessions that were consistent with their phonic level.  
 
Linking to a healthy lifestyle, pupils 
engaged with a PE and a yoga session 
following instructions from the 
whiteboard and with adults modelling to 
carry out a cardio session. 
 
 
Sixth Form: Ezra Class 
Students have been very busy completing daily housework 
tasks, these include doing the laundry, washing up and 
hoovering. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This week we have also been learning about Chinese New 

Year and had a go at making sushi, making our own dragons 

and listening to relaxing Chinese music. Happy Chinese New 

Year -  Kung Hei Fat Choi! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KS1/KS2: Swift Class 
We finished off our space 
theme by making handprint 
aliens.  As we’ve moved 
into February, the cold 
weather hasn’t stopped us 
enjoying some fresh air and 
having fun in the occasional 
snow too.  Indoors we’ve 
also been looking at the 
effects of winter by helping 
out frozen animals and 
making snowflake prints. 

We’ve been exploring lot’s of different sensory foods over 
the last few weeks, which we’ve continued this week as we 
celebrate Chinese New 
Year.  
The children have made 
some fabulous Chinese 
dragons and role playing in 
traditional Chinese festive 
costumes.  In Maths we’ve 
been counting with Chinese 
Lanterns and sorting 
building blocks by colour. 
 
 
KS1/KS2: Stevie Class 
We continued with our Space topic. We ordered the planets          
in the solar system and we made alien spaceships using          
paper plates.  

We also took part in activities about 
Chinese New Year, exploring sensory 
play with rice and going on a pretend 
trip to China, 
after locating 
China on the 
map. Children 
learned about the 

Chinese culture and traditions through 
music,  drumming, art (decorating fans), 
food (making sushi)and a dragon dance. 
Happy Chinese New Year -  Kung Hei Fat 
Choi! 
 



 

 
 
Students have had fun making hot and cold drinks including 
milkshakes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Linked to a Cooking module a student made a packet sponge 
mix and then she decorated it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
While learning about convenience products, students made a 
yummy pudding by using 4 cupboard staples, instant whip, 
long life milk, jelly and mandarin oranges. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Linked to a Life Skill Challenge students learned how to boil 
an egg and peel the shell off an egg. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Student completing home learning has enjoyed looking at 
books and having fun walking in the countryside. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KS2: Lennon Class 
We've had a busy few weeks in class.  Last week we 
continued our theme on opposites and focused fast and 
slow.  We enjoyed reading Man on the Moon and had a go 
making our own rockets out of paper cones and launched 
them using a milk bottle.  We designed and made our own 
alien biscuits, they looked amazing and tasted delicious.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We carried on thinking about aliens and made amazing 
handprint aliens by painting our hands amazing colours, we 
wrote about our Aliens and described what they looked 

like, how they moved 
and imagined where 
they might live.  
This week we have learnt 
alot about Chinese New 
Year.  We have used 
maps to find out where 
China is, tried Chinese 
food and had a go 
making stir fry and 
spring rolls and we have 
been following 
instructions to make 
dragon and lanterns.  
KS2: Louis Class   

In class we have continued our 
exploration of the topic ‘Opposites’. 
We have been learning about fast 
and slow by building cars out of Lego 

to race down 
ramps, we 
discussed what 
would make 
them faster or 
slower. 
 
We have also been learning about 
Chinese New Year, we learnt about the 
dragon who came to the village and the 

brave old man who scared it off. We 
made our own dragon puppets which 
look fantastic. We have been trying a 
range of Chinese food such as prawn 
crackers and noodles, we also made 
our own spring rolls.  
 
As it is Valentine’s day on the 
weekend, we spoke about who we 
love and why. We then wrote about 
why we love them and made cards. 
 



 

 

 
 
Other activities completed in the last two weeks include 
learning facts about China and watching videos about Chinese 
new year linked to a life skill challenge about experiencing 
different cultures. 
Students have also used fabric and dog stickers to make 
greetings cards linked to a card crafting life skill challenge. 
They have practised using their fine motor skills when they 
used ribbon to weave into a valentines  heart placemat. 
Number activities completed include sorting and counting out 
cutlery.  
During home learning, live sessions or in the classroom 
students have been practising saying the names of the four 
seasons, thinking about events and objects they relate to the 
seasons as well as sharing which season their birthday is in. 
Students are given opportunities daily to share or read their 
reading books to a member of staff.The focus of our online 
session on Wednesday was favourite books. 
 
KS3: Idina Class 
We have been working hard at school and home, to become 

increasingly independent in our learning and life skills. This 

has been an opportunity to think of our preferences, what we 

like/don’t like. We tried different fruit: melon, water melon, 

orange and mango. Carefully making fruit kebabs with 

marshmallows on top. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last week, we also made sandwiches, carefully following 

instructions, and deciding on choices of fillings. We are 

increasingly independent with our spreading and cutting 

skills.  

 

At home, class members have kept active and busy, looking 

for places where moss grows, exploring what it looks and 

feels like. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the class has even visited the Moon, wearing their 

amazing space helmet! 

KS2: Ludovico Class 
Last week we continued to learn about 
opposites by looking at Fast and Slow. 
we shared the story Giraffes Can’t 
Dance, and practised our own fast and 
slow dances.  In PE we continued with 
some slow balances along some beams, 
and then a fast jump off the horse.  
 
 

We also practised our 
independence skill by making a 
sandwich.  Children could choose 
between strawberry jam, apricot 
jam or cheese.  Some children put 
jam and cheese together and that 
turned into a popular option! 

 
This week we moved on to exploring 
LOUD and quiet while learning about 
Chinese New Year.   We watched a 
video of a Chinese Drumming Group 
and then tried drumming too.  We 
learnt a lot about being loud that day.  
We had some quiet reading time after 
that.  
 

We also made dragon masks, and 
watched a Chinese Dragon Dance 
group.  That was quite loud too, so 
we had fun doing our own dragon 
dance too.  
 
 
 
 


