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Welcome Back! 
It was wonderful to see everyone arriving back at school last 

week  ready for the term ahead. The classes have been calm 

and all have made a positive start  to term. 

 

We would also like to take this opportunity to welcome 

families who are new to the new school. Fourteen new 

admissions is the largest number we have had, as the school 

expands. We look forward to getting to know you all over 

the coming weeks as we settle into the academic year. 

 

After a long period away from school, we appreciate that 

things are a little different and you may have 

questions about new procedures or routines.  

Please note these may well change as government advice 

changes. 

 

You may also have feedback that you would like to 

share with us. A lot has changed in the past few months so 

please do not hesitate to speak with a member of 

school staff if you have thoughts, questions or queries. 

 

See the last page for pictures of our new mini bus and car 

park improvements... 

Secondary expansion 

Lots is happening behind the scenes to prepare for the work 

to start in May 2021 for completion December 2021 

 

Google Classroom 

Please do call the school office and Amy will talk you 

through how to access google classroom if you need 

support. 

 

Start of term communications 

You will have received a number of communications from us 

this week regarding our return to school. If, having read any 

of the documents or letters, you have questions or queries; 

please do not hesitate to get in touch with us. 

★ You will also find our updated Safeguarding Policy 

on our school website. Please visit the following link 

to view our school policies 

This week’s round up from the classes… 
 
Nursery and Little Windmills 
We have been having fun exploring the 
garden. The characters from The 

Gruffalo were hiding all 
around the garden and 
the children enjoyed 
finding them all and 
ticking them off their 
sheets.  
 

 
Reception/KS1: Adele Class 

Everyone has settled into school life 
really well. There are six new pupils in 
reception who are all excited and 
eager to learn as 
they start their 
time at John 
Watson school. We 
have had lots of 
opportunities for 

exploratory play. We have played with 
water, using jugs and funnels, set up 

home in the new home corner and 
taken on lots of new roles with our 
dressing up. Most days we go to the 
nursery garden and use their 
outdoor area which we also really 
enjoy.  
Everyone seems very happy and 
pleased to be at school. 

 
KS1: Sinatra Class 
We’ve settled back into school really well 
in Sinatra Class.  We have been getting to 

know everyone in our 
class, singing and 
signing everyone’s 
name.  We have also 
been exploring our 
water tray with a 
particular focus on 
underwater creatures. 

Hand strengthening activities with 
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https://www.johnwatsonschool.org/key-information/policie

s/ 

 
Dates for the Diary:   
 
★ Thursday 22nd October - Last day of term. 

 
★ Monday 2nd November - Pupils return to school  

 
  
KS3/4: Celine Class 
We have had a fantastic first week 
back at school. It has been lovely 
seeing everyone again.  
We have been working on what 
we left before the lockdown to 
remember.  
For English some of us are 
learning to write our name, others 
we are starting to read simple 
books or more complex reading 
material like fiction books or food 
recipes always following our 
Sound and Reading System 
approach (SRS). 
For Maths, we keep working ordering numbers and 
matching numbers with Numicon shapes to understand the 
value of each number. 
We are working on our independence, by wiping out tables 
before eating, washing our hands thoroughly with water 
and soap, getting our lunch and tidying up.  
 
KS3/4 Corrs Class 
We have had a lovely first week back to 
school. All pupils have settled in well 
into their new class groups and have 
transitioned well with new members of 
staff.  

We have hit the 
ground running with individual targets 
including English, Maths and Physical and 
Sensory lessons and activities, and we 
have completed activities to address any 
anxieties surrounding Covid 19 by making 
fun, colourful and creative masks.  

 
Corrs Class has also started on the class 

build in Venison house, making eco shelters to address the 
current issue on climate change and reusing items to save 
from landfill sites. 

 

playdough disco has been a 
favourite this week too.  
Sinatra Class also had their first PE 
session.  We loved exploring the 
climbing frame, balancing beams 
and ball games. 

 
KS1/KS2: Stevie Class 

We have been getting accustomed to 

our new classroom, routines and 

timetable. Children have been engaged 

in sensory play and fun activities, 

including drawing and painting, bucket 

time, singing and signing their names, 

outside play and sensory physical 

activities. Children accessed Maths 

and English through play, e.g. solving 

number and alphabet puzzles, 

counting, tracing and mark making. 

We are all looking forward to an 

exciting learning experience this year! 
  

 

KS2: Ludovico Class 

We welcomed two new children to the class this week so 
we have had lots of fun activities to make sure that 
everyone enjoyed their first week in 
the classroom.  We have been 
practising singing and signing our 
names as well as reading and writing 
them.  To help with our letter 
formation we have been writing in 
shaving foam, gloop and flour.  It has 
been messy but a lot of fun and all 
the children were engaged in mark 

making in the classroom.  
 

We also shared Cave Baby by Julia 
Donaldson and Emily Gravell.  The 
children loved it when the Cave Baby 
in our classroom squirted paint in 
stripes across the paper and a picture 
of a tiger.  We have also enjoyed 
exploring the KS2 playground  and 

the meadow.  We went into the meadow and found some 
beautiful red apples so we made an apple crumble!  It was a 
lovely treat in the afternoon. 
 
KS2: Lennon Class 
We have had a wonderful first 
week back at school and it has 
been lovely seeing everyone 
again.  We have been very 
busy learning new routines and 
settling back in.  
This week we have been 
reading Cave Baby.  We have listened to a sensory story, 
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We will be developing this throughout the term and 
expanding on this throughout the school year. 
 
 
KS3/4: Coldplay Class 
We have had a fantastic return to school. Students have 
been learning the routines of the classroom and getting 
used to their new classmates, adults and classroom 
environment.  
We have started our reading journals, as part of our school 
principles, to promote reading for pleasure. Every pupil has 
a reading journal with the book 
they are currently reading or 
sharing with and adult, with 
notes from the adult that reads 
with the child to track progress.  
We have been learning about 
music band that our class is 
named after, (Coldplay) and learning our classroom song 

"Fix you". Students are currently 
learning the lyrics and the signs 
for the song.  
As part of SLICE,  S (Safety) we 
have been working on our hand 
washing and personal hygiene 
across the day and through our 
PSHE lessons. We sprayed some 

paint on everyone's hands and pretended that the colour 
was the germs on our hands. Then everyone had a go 
washing their hands with soap and warm water for adults 
and other classmates to check that there was no paint left 
on anybody's hands. We all had great fun. 
 
Sixth Form: Ezra Class 
It has been lovely to welcome three new students to the 
Sixth form. The students have all settled quickly back into 
school and have shown great engagement in the activities 
we have been completing. 
They have been introduced to their new Personal Progress 
units or Focus Modules if they are in year 14 that they will 
be completing during the Autumn and Spring terms. 
Personal progress units include ‘ Understanding what 
money is used for’, Engaging in New creative activities ‘, 
Developing self awareness- all about me’ and ‘Engaging with 
people.’ 

Focus modules students are going to 
complete include, ‘‘Using Leisure 
Time’, ‘Independent living’ and ‘Meal 
preparation and cooking’. 
 Since returning back to school 
students have also had fun learning 

about how to hold a baby by using a real life doll, making 
music by using kitchen equipment and thinking about which 
animals live on a farm. These 
activities are all linked to Asdan 
life skill challenges. 
Independence skills students have 
been completing include washing 

acted out the story using paint and even pretended to be in 
a cave by lying under tables and did our own cave painting. 
We have also done lots of sensory play playing with paint, 
cornflour and foam and enjoyed getting very messy.  We 

have celebrated autumn by 
picking apple from the wild 
meadow area and made some 
delicious apple crumble. 
 
 
KS2: Louis Class   
We have had a lovely start to 

the new school year. We have been 

enjoying getting to know each other 

through games and discussions such 

as talking about what we like and 

dislike. We have immersed ourself 

in our book of the week, Cave Baby. 
We have listened and watched a 

sensory story, written about the 

story and even done our own cave 

paintings! It was lots of fun and 

everybody was very engaged. 

We are making the most of the lovely weather before 

Autumn sets in, we have been doing some outside learning 

which has been very enjoyable. We have a lovely big apple 

tree on our school grounds and we have been able to go 

out and pick the big red apples. We will soon be making our 

own crumbles which should taste delicious.  

 

KS3: Idina Class 
We have had a very exciting time since starting in Idina 
Class. Our focus has been on our wellbeing as we transition 
into a new environment, learning our new routine using 
songs and fun activities. We particularly enjoy GoNoodle, 
which families can access https://app.gonoodle.com/.  

 
This week we have been 
celebrating who we are. We did 
this with a themed Box Time 
using mirrors and taking turns to 
create our portraits.  
 
 
 

We have also started learning activities, using our English 
and Maths skills to explore the different equipment we use 
for counting, making patterns and shapes.  
 
As part of SLICE our activities focused on safety and 
independence, washing our hands  and we particularly 
enjoyed the as a Box time activity, making hand prints. 
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up, using the washing machine, making toast and a cold 
drink. 
 
 
 
 
MEDICATION IN SCHOOL- 

If your child is coming in from a different 
setting, or going to stay at a different 
setting, please ensure that medication 
coming in is labelled and the class 
teacher and the office are aware  

 

 

 

Our new classrooms… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Our new minibus… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Car Park improvements… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 


