
 

 
 

   

 

 

 

John Watson School Newsletter                                                                                                                          6th November 2020 

Contact Details: 01865 452725 (Primary and Nursery) 01865 876716 (Secondary) www.johnwatsonschool.org 
primary@johnwatsonschool.org , secondary@johnwatsonschool.org , wheatleynurseryschool@johnwatsonschool.org 

Changes to the management of COVID19 

We are continuously reviewing our response to the 

pandemic. Please read today’s Parentmail letter. 

 

Pick Up and Drop Off at the Primary site 

This week, we introduced early pickups for children being 

collected by parents as a further measure to enhance social 

distancing, and it is working well now. Thank you all for 

supporting us with this. 

 

Google Classroom-** Important reminder!** 

The school now communicates regularly through 

Parentmail and Google Classroom. 

Please do call the school office (Primary) and Amy will talk 

you through how to access google classroom, if you need 

support. 

MEDICATION IN SCHOOL- If your child is 
coming in from a different setting, or 
going to stay at a different setting, please 
ensure that medication coming in is 
labelled, and the class teacher and  

                                office are aware  
 
Dates for the Diary:   
 
★ Friday 13th November- Children in Need Day  

 
★ Friday 11th December - Christmas Jumper Day - 

further information to follow 
 

★ Friday 18th December - Last day of term, early  
finish 1.15pm  
 

★ Wednesday 6th January 2021 - Pupils return to 
school 

 
We are supporting Children in need on 
Friday 13th November with a non uniform 
day. We are asking for donations from £1 
which can be sent in via a sealed envelope 
or, alternatively, you can donate online via 
this link -  https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/ 

This week’s round up from the classes… 
 
Reception/KS1: Adele Class 
 
It was lovely to see everyone come into 
school happily after half term. We have a 
new admission to the class who has 
settled in amazingly well within the group 
already. This week, we have been looking 
at Bonfire Night and fireworks. We have 
had lots of fun with the sensory story 
exploration and have taken part in lots of glittery art 
activities.  
 
We have made rockets that zing and whoosh and used 
tough spot activities to crackle and pop. Outdoors, we have 
been making choices and using our communication by 
requesting items from sensory bags and zooming around on 
the bikes and transport. We even made 
our own bonfire via bucket time with 
spaghetti. 

 
What a fun filled 
and busy week 
back! 
 
 
 

 
KS1: Sinatra Class 
We have had a lovely week back. 
We have been looking at bonfire 

night and 
have been 
doing lots of 
activities around this theme.  We did 
firework 
painting and 
a firework 
sensory 
story. 
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KS3/4: Celine Class 
 
It has been lovely to welcome students back to Celine class 
after a short break. 

 
For English, we continue to work on writing 
our name, while some of us are starting to 
read simple books or more complex reading 
material, such as fiction, or food recipes, 
such as milkshakes, showing excellent 
concentration during this process linked to 
our independence.  
 
For Maths, we are 
ordering numbers, 
and matching 
numbers with 
Numicon shapes in 
order to understand 
the value of each 

number. We are putting our number skills into practice 
while cooking too. 

 
Some of us have continued to 
understand the concept of dividing. 
 
We have started to do some 
gardening and we are going to be 
responsible for the plants in the blue 
area, where we need to remove 

weeds, cut back some plants that have overgrown, and 
plant some more. We will soon have some pictures to show 
our fantastic work. 
 
KS3/4 Corrs Class 
We have had a lot of fun and 
engagement in the themed 
activities. Before half term, we 
completed a lot of work around 
Black History month. Pupils 
enjoyed playing games linked to 
the history. For example, Garret Morgan who invented the 
traffic lights. We enjoyed learning about different inventors 

and icons and playing games linked to 
the topic to enhance communication, 
speaking and listening skills, such as the 
traffic light game. 
 
We were very lucky 
to have Karen Fourie 
join us for a morning 

to learn about South Africa. Pupils 
enjoyed finding Africa on a map, playing 
African drums, and also enjoyed taking 
part in Gum Boot dances. Thank you 
Karen! 

 
 

We also did maths shape activities and 
playdough disco based around fireworks. 
 
We have also 
been enjoying our 
PE sessions, 
focusing on our 
hand-eye 

coordination and gross motor 
skills.  We have enjoyed cricket 
and tennis, and exploring the 
climbing frame. 
 
KS1/KS2: Stevie Class 
It was lovely to see everyone back 

this week. Before half term, we had 

an autumn celebration with lights 

and sensory massage.  

 

This week, we have been learning 

about Bonfire Night through various 

sensory activities, including 

exploring lights, sensory stories, and 

looking at and listening to firework 

displays on the big screen in the classroom. We also tried to 

make our own firework and bonfire sounds using musical 

instruments. 

 

We had great fun in the bucket time creating firework 

sound and visual effects using balloons filled with soapy 

foam, party poppers, coloured pasta, and cornflour with 

glitter.  

We have also been working on Maths and English activities.  

Well done everyone! 

 

KS2: Ludovico Class 

We had a great party at the end of 
the last term. The children had all 
worked so hard in the term that 
they had earned a reward day of 
fun.  They had to design and make 
their own pizzas for the party, and 

decorate 
a spooky 
biscuit.  
 
 
 

Thank you for letting your child 
dress up. As you can see, we all 
had a lot of fun, especially in the 
Mummy Wrapping game!  
 



 

 

We also enjoyed  sensory activities based around 
Halloween. Pupils enjoyed making and carving pumpkins 
and making bird feeders with the excess pumpkin pulp and 
seeds.  

 
We also finished our first shelter in 
the Venison House. We are now 
trying to landscape the area to make 
it look better. 

 
In the 

coming weeks, we will be looking 
at different festivals such as 
Fireworks, Diwali and 
Remembrance day. 
Please continue to support the 
Secondary build by sending in any 
2 litre bottles of lemonade, coke, water, etc. Thank you in 
advance.  
 
KS3/4: Coldplay Class 
 
We have had a great first week back at 
school.  
Students have worked very hard on 
their independence by following 
instructions to make cold and hot 
drinks for themselves and others. 

 
Students engaged in 
our cooking sessions and, for the past 
two weeks, we have been making 
sandwiches with different fillings. We 
focused on their fine motor skills when 
cutting and spreading using adequate 
cutlery.  
 

Regarding our topic, Celebrations, we 
talked about Bonfire night and linked 
this to English and Maths. We learnt 
the song "Remember" and its signs.  
 
 
Sixth Form: Ezra Class 
 
The two year 14 students have 
had fun taking photographs of 
their choice inside and 
outside, as part of their Focus 
Leisure module.  
 
Other activities completed 
include a small group of 
students using a switch to 
operate a blender to make 
chocolate milkshake, which 
they really enjoyed drinking, 
commenting that it was really creamy. 

This week, we have been learning about Bonfire Night 
and fireworks. We enjoyed a sensory story about 
fireworks and a bonfire party and watched videos of 
fireworks. We used that to inspire our creation of 

firework pictures with splatters of paint 
and glitter. 
 
And, of 
course, we 
have 
continued 
with our 
writing and 
number work too.  

 
 
KS2: Lennon Class 
We celebrated last term by having a 
wonderful party, where we carved 
pumpkins, decorated oranges, dressed 
up, and enjoyed decorating and eating 
biscuits.  

This week, we 
have loved taking 
part in “toasty Thursdays”. We turned 
our classroom into a toast cafe, we all 
had 10p to spend, 
and had to use our 
maths skills to add 
up the different 
costs of our 
toppings.  

 
 
 
KS2: Louis Class   
Before half term, we had a lot of fun 

doing spooky activities. We carved 

different shapes into pumpkins in Maths, 

made potions in witches' cauldrons for 

science, and decorated some yummy 

pizzas ready for our party, which was on 

Thursday. 

 

It was great to see the children all 

dressed up and having a great 

time. They loved our spooky 

parade and our class trick or treat. 

 

The children settled back into our 

routine well after the half term break. This week, we have 

been doing lots of firework themed activities such as 

writing our own bonfire night poems, and the children had 

lots of lovely ideas. 

 



 

 

 

We practised putting in and taking out the 
plug and re-revised electricity safety. 
 
Art completed this week has been seasonal, 
including leaf printing, leaf sticker pictures, 
chalk firework pictures. This was followed by 
making poppy collages on Friday. 
 
The year 12 students have been completing 
their Asdan unit, Developing independent 
living skills:looking after your own 
environment. Activities completed this week 

include practising sweeping and using a vacuum cleaner. 
 
 
 
 
Photographs taken by students. 

 
 

KS3: Idina Class 
 
Before half term, Idina Class had a 
lot of fun creating our own 
pumpkin faces. We scooped out 
the inside, strengthening our 
hand muscles and developing our 
independence skills. We also 
explored the tactile sensory experience, feeling the pith and 
seeds, which were slimy and smooth.  
 

Halloween also inspired us, 
supporting our engagement and 
learning, in reading, writing and 
number activities. 
Sensory Circuits is a regular weekly 
feature in our class. It really benefits 
our coordination, core strength, and 

gross and fine motor skills. It also supports us to develop 
self-regulation strategies, and is a lot of fun too! 
 
In this week's theme of fireworks 
and bonfire night, we made cheese 
straws, following instructions, 
kneading the pastry, rolling and 
cutting. We are becoming more 
independent, and bringing in a lot 
of our own ideas.  
 
We watched a fabulous online 
fireworks display, as well as having a 
firework inspired Attention Autism 
session, where we used our senses 
and created firework art. 

 

  
 
 
 


