
 

 

   

John Watson School Newsletter                                                                                                                6th March 2020 

 

Contact Details: 01865 452725 (Primary and Nursery) 01865 876716 (Secondary) www.johnwatsonschool.org 
primary@johnwatsonschool.org , secondary@johnwatsonschool.org , wheatleynurseryschool@johnwatsonschool.org 

 

Dates for the Diary:   
 

★ Wednesday 11th March - Parents’ Evening- 
primary and secondary parents evening will take 
place at the secondary site- Last few slots 
available - please call the school office to book a 
slot -  
 

★ Friday 13th March - Sport Relief Day 
 

★ Tuesday 17th March - Primary Science Open 
Afternoon, 1.15-2.30pm - Please come and join us 
with our hands on Science Sessions 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Coronavirus- please follow the below 
links for useful information  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus
-action-plan   
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to
-educational-settings-about-covid-19 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/public-information
-campaign-focuses-on-handwashing 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 On Thursday 5th March we 

celebrated World Book Day. 
On the primary site this was  marked 
in the traditional manner of children 
(and adults!) 
dressing up as 

their favourite book character. We 
spent part of the day sharing our 
books and joining in with book 

themed 
activities. 
We also 
had a 
parade 
around the 
hall to 

show off our outfits. Children will 

The Primary Fabulous Flyers Challenge 
On Tuesday 3rd March we were visited 
by Dr Sarah Bearchell who brought with 
her some paper planes and her paper 
plane launchers.  Our challenge was to 
create some Fabulous Flyers, and to try 
to send a paper plane the whole length 

of our dining hall!  The 
children had to use the launchers at 
different heights and angles to see if they 
could do this.   Some children succeeded at 
this challenge!  The rest of us had a great 
time trying, and we all learnt a lot.  See Dr 
Bearchell’s website to see a video of the 
launcher in action: 

https://www.childrens-science.co.uk/fabulous-flyers 
 
  
  
  
 
  
 

 
 
This week’s round up from the classes… 
 
Nursery and Little Windmills 
We made pancakes on Shrove Tuesday 
and had lots of fun having pancake races 
in the garden.  

 
The children have noticed lots of daffodils 
growing in the garden. We have looked at 
them carefully and had a go at painting 
daffodil pictures.  
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be coming home with their book tokens and advice on how 
to use these will be sent separately.  
 
The Secondary site 
celebrated World 
Book Day with an 
assembly and groups 
with stories for 
different levels. Some 
of us acted out the 
story of 4 little 
Corners and all 
together we thought of a solution to help the poor square! 
Well done! 
 
KS3/4: Horspath Class  
We have had a busy but fun week 
trying new activities and ways of 
learning. We continued our maths 
work using Numicon to work out 
number lines multiplication, 
divisions. 
For English, we are focused on 

writing 
words and 
sentences 
through 
the SRS 
approach.  
We had 

Bella, the therapy dog, and we 
taught her new tricks and read for 
her, she loved it!!! 
 
 
KS3/4 Shotover  
We have been very busy this 
fortnight. We have been looking at 
road safety and identifying safe and 
unsafe places to cross the road. We 
have also been thinking about how 
to keep ourselves safe in the 
kitchen. This included sorting safe 
and unsafe widgit symbols, with 

some pupils 
discussing what to do if they cut or 
burnt themselves. 

 
We have been working hard on our 
number and money targets using 
practical resources and movement 
activities, 
alongside 

Numicon resources. We have been 
looking at the value of numbers and 
money and making given amounts 
using different combinations of 
Numicon pieces and coins. 
 

KS1: Forest Hill Class 
We welcomed the start to a new term 
with Shrove Tuesday and Mardi Gras 
celebrations. The children especially 
enjoyed making masks and dancing to 
carnival themed music.  

 
This week we worked as a group to 
make a ‘Very Hungry Caterpillar’ and 
its chrysalis which are now hanging 
from the Forest Hill classroom. We 
have had lots of messy fun butterfly 

printing and exploring with paint.  
 
 
 
 
 

KS1: Otmoor Class 
We have been enjoying our theme of 

minibeasts. We have been exploring the 

story of The Hungry 

Caterpillar. We have 

been mark making 

and drawing 

cobwebs. We have 

also painted our own 

big hungry 

caterpillar. We had fun playing with 

spaghetti, it was like wriggly 

worms! We practised our fine 

motor skills by 

using tweezers 

and scissors to 

pick up and cut 

the spaghetti.  

We enjoyed celebrating World Book 

Day. We loved seeing everyone’s 

costumes and looking at our favourite 

books. 

 
KS2: Waterperry Class  
Last week we celebrated Pancake 
Day by cooking pancakes and 
eating lots!  We tried different 
toppings, including golden syrup, 

chocolate 
spread, 
banana and 
the traditional 
lemon and sugar.  Chocolate Spread was 
very popular!  We also made some 
Mardi Gras masks and dancing to a 
carnival band playing music. 
 



 

On World Book Day today, we formed mixed groups for a 
story session. We  joined in with stories, used musical 
instruments and props and even tried some matching and 
writing activities, 
 
We have continued to enjoy our 
yoga sessions and are beginning to 
understand the benefits of each 
pose and which body parts they 
stretch. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KS3/4: Beckley Class  
 
We have had an excellent couple of 
weeks. We have been focusing on life 
skills such as cooking. We are learning 
how to follow instructions and simple 
recipes with symbols to make healthy 

dishes with rice. We 
have also been 
thinking about how 
to keep ourselves safe in the kitchen. 
This included sorting safe and unsafe 
Widgit symbols, with some pupils 
discussing what to do if they cut or burnt 
themselves. 
 

We have also been working 
on our practical Maths. 
Students have been 
measuring and weighing 
ingredients and have 
practiced their money skills 
as well. They also role-played 
buying and selling different items, explored real money 
and consolidated their understanding for transaction.  
 

Pupils have worked hard on 
taking responsibility for the 
resources they use and their 
personal belongings. They have 
been tying up and washing up 
all the equipment they have 
used after each session. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We also made mountains using Mod Roc, which is fabric that 
has been impregnated with Plaster of Paris.  The  children 
had to dampen the fabric and then make 
a mountain shape by pushing their 
hands together. 
 We were surprised 

by the snow, and 
had fun exploring it 
in our playground 
before it all 
disappeared.  

 
This week we have 
been learning about 

volcanoes and we mixed vinegar and 
bicarbonate of soda together to make a 
volcanic eruption!  
We also took part in the Paper Plane 

Challenge. 
 

And we played a 
target practise game and parachute 
games. 

 
All this plus World Book Day!  What 

a busy two weeks it has been. 
 
KS2: Wheatley Class   
Last week we celebrated Pancake Day 
through a range of sensory  activities, e.g. 
tossing a play dough pancake  and using 
play dough to design/model different 
pancake toppings.  

 
Children also 
participated in a 
cooking activity, 
choosing 
toppings for 
their pancakes 

and enjoying 
tasting/eating 
them. 
We continued 
with our topic 
Awesome Earth 

and we experienced sensory activities 
related to this topic, e.g. walking on a 
pretend beach with trays filled with sea 

items (water, sand, sea 
shells), we studied the 
world map (continents 
and oceans) and we 
designed our own 
world globe.  
We also enjoyed playing 
outside in the snow last 

week, 
throwing 



 

Sixth Form: Oxford Class 
Another busy week completing 
Asdan coursework. Some students 
had fun practising making 
sandwiches as part of a Life Skill 
Challenge. 
 
As part of the Asdan module using 

transport a 
group of 
students caught 
the No.280 to 
Thame where 
they walked to 
Waitrose and 
enjoyed having 
a drink in the 
cafe. 

 
On Tuesday a group of 
students walked to the 
Co-op linked to their 
Focus qualifications, 
practised road safety and 
developed their 
communication 
skills.Their numeracy 

focus was to find numerals in the store as well as buying 
the items on their shopping lists. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

snowballs or riding on a snowy wheel scooter.  
 
KS2: Thame Class  
 
We had a fun science morning flying 
paper airplanes using a launcher.  

We enjoyed 
changing the 
settings and seeing 
how far they 
travelled. We also 
tried to fly them 
through hoops. 

 
We have also 
enjoyed taking part 
in world book day, 
listening to stories 
and dressing up as our favourite 
character 

 
 
KS2: Chinnor class 
We have had a really busy few weeks. 
We had a lovely walk around Wheatly, 
we walked through the village, crossing 
the road safely, visited the shop and 
finished our walk with a visit to the 
park.  Even though it started raining 
and we did get very wet we had a 
brilliant time. 
 

We have also been 
very busy cooking this week.  We 
tasted different fillings for our healthy 
sandwich, wrote down our ideas and 
worked hard making our sandwich, 
independently.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


