
 

 

   

John Watson School Newsletter                                                                                                                    28th June 2019 

 

Contact Details: 01865 452725 (Primary and Nursery) 01865 876716 (Secondary) www.johnwatsonschool.org 
primary@johnwatsonschool.org , secondary@johnwatsonschool.org , wheatleynurseryschool@johnwatsonschool.org 

 

Dates for the Diary: 
 

Primary - 
Sponsored Walk    Date to be re-arranged 
Ark Farm Visit        Monday 8th July, 9:00am-12:00pm 
Sports Day              Wednesday 17th July, 1:15pm-2:45pm   
Celebration  Assembly  Monday 22nd July, 2-2.45pm 
 

Secondary - 

Sports Day                        Thursday 4th July, 9.30-10.30am 
Achievement assembly  Weds 24th July 10:00am-11:00am 
 
                                 Last day of term 
       Wednesday 24th July    (early finish at 1.15pm)  

  
                             First day of next term 
                   Thursday 5th September, 2019 

   
NO NUT ZONE: We are a no nut zone, 
so please could you ensure that you do 
not put any items of food that contain 
nuts or nut oils in your child’s packed 
lunch. Please check the ingredients. 
Thank you for your support. 
 

 

Congratulations to Karen Fourie who was promoted to        

Deputy Head Teacher on 3rd June following the interview         

process, Karen has settled in well to this new role. 

 

Please see below links to some sites which parents may          

find useful- 

 

KIDS after school club, contact -  

Tel: 0758429023 

Email: Wendy.parker@kids.org.uk 

Yellow Submarine -  
http://www.yellowsubmarine.org.uk/ 

KEENOxford- 

https://www.keenoxford.org/what-we-do/#who-is-keen-f

or 

Thomley Hall - 

 https://thomley.org.uk/ 

This week’s round up from the classes… 
 
Nursery and Little Windmills 
We are very excited to have got 
new climbing equipment in the 
garden. The children have really 

enjoyed 
exploring it- 
climbing, 
balancing 
and sliding as 

they learn to take safe risks and to 
have a go at new things.  
  
 
KS1: Forest Hill Class 
We have studied Shark in the 
Park last week, we practised the 
repetition of words in the book 
together and we did excellent 
work practising our 

handwriting.  
 
We then made telescopes from 
paper and looked at how far we 
could see. 

 
 
We practised our numbers that 
we are getting very good at and 
practised our speech and 
language targets.  We practised 
our dough gym technique to 
music which is really improving 
our fine motor skills. 

 
Due to the fantastic weather we 
went outside with Otmoor and 
made a giant paddling pool and 
poured the water into different 
container, sometimes over each 
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Remember you can find short breaks newsletters and        

details about the after school club run by KIDS on our           

website-follow link below 

http://www.johnwatsonschool.org/parents/afterschool-pr

ovision/ 

 
Please remember- It is important 
your child comes to school with a 
named sun hat and sun cream that 
they can apply themselves, as we will 
be outside during the day when the 
weather is nice. 
Please also remember to add your 

child’s name to all of their clothing.  With this 
temperamental weather clothing is often removed by the 
children and it can be hard to retrieve if not named. Can 
you also check the names in your child’s clothing and any 
school spares be returned to school. Many thanks. 
 
Year 6 Transition visits: 
Today our Year 6 pupils enjoyed their first  transition visit 
to the secondary site,  while there they made pizza and got 
to know the pupils and staff. 
 
KS3: Horspath Class 
We have done a big push on real-life 
skills. We have been at our Venison 
House doing some gardening, 
watering the plants and bug hunting. 
We are learning how to make different 
types of panini-pizzas during our 
cooking sessions, and everyone is 
working very hard on their cutting, 
peeling and spreading skills.  

During our English lessons, we have 
been focused on how to support 
students with their communication 
skills. We are learning how to 
formulate questions appropriately as 
well as answering them. Students are 
also learning to take turns and use 
connectors within their speaking and 
writing.  

 
 
KS4 Shotover Class:  
On Wednesday we were 
very busy cooking. We 
made some delicious 
shortbread biscuits. We also 
listened to Summer from 
Vivaldi’s Four Seasons and 
then made a summer 
picture. On Monday we did 
some current affairs writing 
and we were thinking about 
dogs in the news. 

other! Please stay safe in the hot weather thank you. 
KS1: Otmoor Class 
Over the past two weeks we have 
been looking at out and about, we 
looked at the different places 
people go on holiday, we made 
sandcastles with patterns on 
focussing on repeating patterns of 
colours independently. We then 
went to America for foods from different cultures where we 
made a rainbow muffin. We looked at the recipe and 
researched how to make it properly the recipe involved us 

counting carefully and stirring 
the different colours in, we 
were very happy with the 
results. 
 This week we looked at the 
Circus and we learnt new 

words about the Circus. We 
practised our letter writing 
using clown and we had a 
trial at throwing squirty 
cream at clown numbers 
outside. We looked at two 
skills in the Circus- juggling 

and tightrope walking. We 
then practised these skills in 
the hall. This week from our 
food from different cultures 
we visited Vietnam and 
made a banh mi ( a type of 
sandwich.) 

 
 
 
KS2: Waterperry Class 
We have been enjoying different 
books written by one of our 
favourite authors, Julia 
Donaldson.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After reading Zog, a story about a 
young dragon, we made little dragons 
and taught them how to fly with the 
help of an empty milk carton. 
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We wrote some sentences about 
real or imaginary dogs.  
We all enjoyed sensory exploration 
yesterday. Today our sensory story 
in speaking and listening was about 
gardening. We also did a yoga 
session which we really enjoyed. In 
maths we have continued to look at 
number, money and shape.  

 
 
 
 
 
Sixth Form: Oxford Class 
We have had 
another busy week 
completing life skill 
challenges.  A 
Challenge we have 
been  completing 
this week was 
‘Choosing and 
watching  a film as 
a group’.  
 
The students practised their ICT skills when researching 
suitable movies and each student had a vote to choose 
one of the films the group had short listed. 
 

The students 
watched their 
selected film 
yesterday, 
Mamma Mia 2. 
Other 
Challenges 
included 
learning about 
different 
textures and 

choosing three different textures to use to produce a 
collage.  
Students also experienced symmetry through practical 
activities and a small group of students had fun learning 
about capacity. 
Students were very creative when this week they made a 
selection of sounds using two metal spoons and a plate. 
They also have started to learn a small group dance with 
their chosen prop for example straw hat or a pom pom. 
Lunch this week was Pesto pasta made with Oxford Class’s 
own pesto and salad. Dessert was jelly and angel delight. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
We used rulers to measure how high 
they flew - the record was 80cm! 
 
 
 
 

This week we have been 
reading about the 
Smartest Giant in Town. 
We practised our 
cutting skills to make a 
new outfit for a Giant of 
our own.  
 
We have also been rehearsing our story telling skills, leading 

on from our learning 
earlier in the term 
when we drew story 
maps.  We start by 
retelling the story we 
are learning about, 
and then we add a 
line, or change one 
part of the story to 
make it our own. 
We have also been 

writing for a real 
purpose. 
Recently KS2 
were given some 
old tyres for our 
playground and 
children have 
been 
constructing walls, go karts and supermarkets, all from the 
tyres.  We will be writing to Wheatley Tyre Centre to thank 
them. 
 
KS2: Wheatley Class 
We have studied  Room on the 
Broom  by Julia Donaldsond. 
Children have enjoyed various 

sensory 
activities 
related 
to this 
book, 
e.g. 
making a 
bubbling 
cauldron and painting with bubbles.  

 
Children have also learnt new 
vocabulary and they have looked at 
rhyming words.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Secondary have been 
using their new playtime 
outside trolley. It has 
hoops, balls, chalks, bean 
bags among other things. 
Children have been using 
the chalks to create their 
own floor drawings.  
 
 

Children are also learning how to make sentences using 
colourful semantics and the shape coded approach.  
KS2: Thame Class 
We have enjoyed exploring different 
Julia Donalson books and exploring 
rhyming words. Some books we have 
read this week included The Highway 
Rat who made bad choices stealing 

food from 
the other 
animals. We identified some of 
the food different types and 
divided them into good foods and 
bad foods. Pupil enjoyed making a 
virtual healthy lunch box and then 
enjoyed making healthy snacks. 
 

KS3: Beckley Class 
We have been working on our 
money skills. We focused on 
money recognition, value and 
receiving change.  
 
Our students have been working 
very hard on adding and taking 
away using Numicon, Unifix Cubes 

and different resources to 
support their understanding. 

 
 
 
 
As part of our school provision, 
we are giving a big push in how 
we support communication at all 
times during the day across the 
school. We are making sure that 
all students have a voice and a 
way of communicating. We use symbols, pictures and written 
words to guarantee that every pupil can make choices and 
express their wants and needs.  
 

 
We also started our 
integration program with 
students from Wheatley 
Park School this week. Some 
students from different 
classes have been selected 
to be part of “The Green 
Teens”. A Team of eco 
warriors who look after the 
environment. We spent the 
first session designing a logo 
that represents us. In future 

sessions we are planning to finish it and start making badges.  



 

 

 


