
 

 

   

John Watson School Newsletter                                                                                                                   27th September 2019 

 

Contact Details: 01865 452725 (Primary and Nursery) 01865 876716 (Secondary) www.johnwatsonschool.org 
primary@johnwatsonschool.org , secondary@johnwatsonschool.org , wheatleynurseryschool@johnwatsonschool.org 

 

Dates for the Diary: 
Wednesday 9th October - Meet the Teacher - letters sent 
via Parentmail. Please contact the office if you need 
further information. 
 
Thursday 10th October - wear yellow for World Mental 
Health Day - more details to follow #helloyellow  
 
Monday 14th October  INSET DAY (closed for pupils)  
 
Tuesday 15th October - Secondary Students Harvest 
Festival 
 
Thursday 24th October-individual pupil photos   
 
Friday 25th October- normal finish time 
 
28th October - 1st November - Half Term  
 
Monday 4th November -1st day of term  
 
Friday 20th December- Last day of term. Pupils finish at 
1.15pm  
 
 
Please remember we are a nut 
free school and there should be 
no  nuts in school, or food which 
may contain nuts  
  
 

 

 

Please see below links to some sites which parents may          

find useful- 

 

KIDS after school club, contact -  

Tel: 0758429023 

Email: Wendy.parker@kids.org.uk 

 

Yellow Submarine -  
http://www.yellowsubmarine.org.uk/ 

 

 

This week’s round up from the classes… 
Nursery and Little Windmills 

 
We have an African land snail visiting 
nursery. The children really enjoyed 
looking carefully at it and stroking its 
shell. Some 
children 
were even 

keen to hold it! We learnt that snails 
move by gliding along on their 
muscular foot. We also found out 

that snails hibernate through 
the winter.  
We are also been having fun in 
our outdoor house that has 
turned into a hairdressers shop.  
 
 

KS1: Forest Hill Class 
In line with our topic “Fur and 
Feathers” we have been discussing 
our pets and investigating different 
materials. We have been using 

feathers in our 
play and continue 
to enjoy our sensory story from Dear 
Zoo.  There have been lots of 
mathematical activities around animals 
and sorting which the class have been 
really engaged with during their play.  
 
 

Finally, this week we began our 
first PE session on balancing and 
large scale movements in the 
hall. It was great fun for all.  
 
 
KS1: Otmoor Class 
We have been continuing to explore 
our theme of Fur and Feathers, we 
have been enjoying a lot of activities 
around the book ‘We’re going on a 
bear hunt’. These have included a 
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KEENOxford- 

https://www.keenoxford.org/what-we-do/#who-is-keen-f

or 

Thomley Hall - 

 https://thomley.org.uk/ 
 
Remember you can find short breaks newsletters and        

details about the after school club run by KIDS on our           

website-follow link below 

http://www.johnwatsonschool.org/parents/afterschool-pr

ovision/ 

 
Circus Star tickets 
We have kindly been nominated to receive a donation of 
Circus Tickets from Circus Starr. 
These tickets have been paid for by a local business and 
have been nominated to John Watson School for families 
to use.  
Date of Circus - Saturday 12th October 
2019  
 Location -   South Park, Cheney Lane, 
Oxford, OX3 7QJ 
Time of shows: 1.30pm and 4.00pm 
If you would like tickets to attend the 
circus, then please contact the primary site office. We only 
have a limited number, so it’s on a  first come, first served 
basis to families. Under 3s do not need a ticket. 
 
Tea towels wanted! 
KS2 is planning lots of cooking as a practical and delicious 
way of meeting some of our EHCP targets.  However we 
seem to have lost most of our tea towels that we need to 
clean up afterwards.  If you have any unwanted ones at 
home we would be very grateful for them.  Thank you. 
Linda Grace, KS2 lead 
 
KS3 and 4 Shotover 
We have had a busy but 
fun week trying new 
activities and ways of 
learning. Linking with our 
topic ‘In, Out and Beyond, 
We have been using Google 
Earth to find our streets 
and seeing what is 
around/near them. Some 

pupils were even able to direct us to 
the school! The Communication and 
Interaction coming from this was 
fantastic to see. We have also been 
locating different objects and areas 
within the secondary school site. 
In Science this week, we had 
fantastic fun making cornflour slime! 
We were using words to describe the 
stages, what it felt and looked like 
with some pupils making scientific 

sensory story, making bear masks to 
getting messy with water, grass and 
pretend mud!  
We have also been making lots of animal 
crafts for our animal display in Otmoor 

class. After thinking 
about what animals 
we may find living in 
the sea, we made 
some turtles by 
printing with bubble wrap. They look 
‘turtley’ fantastic! 

 
KS2: Chinnor Class 
We have had a very busy week this 
week, we are enjoying our “All 
about me” topic.  We have been 
learning parts of the body and 
exploring our senses through messy 
play.  
 
We have been thinking about what we like to do at school 
and have written a letter home explaining our favourite 
things.  Yesterday we walked in to Wheatley to post our 

letters.  All the children made really good 
choices on our walk and we will be going 
on more walking trips over the next few 
weeks.  
 We have been thinking about foods we 
like, and today we made bread rolls and 
butter.  The children enjoyed shaking the 
cream to make butter and shaping the 
bread rolls. 

 
KS2: Waterperry Class 
We have continued with our 
learning about ourselves.  We 
went for a walk to Wheatley 
playground to investigate the 
equipment there and to learn new 

skills. 
The 
children initially played on the 
equipment they were familiar with, 
like the swings, before they tried 
new challenges, like the climbing 
frame and slide, and the see-saw. 
All the children were really sensible 
on the walk and we will be doing 
more of these trips. 
We also started planting our 
sensory garden.  We have used an 

old water tray so that the children can reach the plants to 
touch and smell them.  The children enjoyed this very much 
and planted some plants lots of times! 
 
This week we have learnt the names of parts of our bodies, 
and labelled them too.  We used our hands, feet and arms to 
print with too, which was a bit messy but a lot of fun.  
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predictions and answering 
questions. Others linked their 
maths targets with the measuring 
of the ingredients needed. We 
then had lots of fun exploring it!  
We have enjoyed joining classes 
in PE. Shotover, Horspath and 
Beckley have integrated together 
to take part in learning to play 
Rounders, with some with some 
pupils doing parachute games and 
other exciting activities. These are 

creatively linked to their Communication and Interaction 
targets. 
 
Sixth Form: Oxford Class 
We have had another busy week in 
Sixth form. 
A group of year 14 students have 
started visiting Waitrose on a 
Monday morning to use the cafe 

and to 
buy an 
item of shopping each as part 
of their Asdan Focus 
qualification. 
The students have been doing 
really well practising their 

communication skills at the cafe 
counter and at the checkouts. 
 
A group of year 12 and year 13 
students have been enjoying 
completing a cookery lesson 
with a sensory focus. 
This week they worked together 
to make cheesy bread and roasted vegetables. 

  
Students made a range of 
sandwiches linked to their 
Numeracy Focus qualification. 
The learning outcome was to 
see if the students could 
incorporate shapes into their 
sandwiches. 

 
Students have been learning 
about pointillism  in art and 
looking at the different colour 
pictures Matisse painted. 
Here are the paintings the 
students painted in both 
styles. 
 
 
 

 
We have ended our Body Parts 
week by making face pizzas.  The 
children had to make sure that 
they had the right number of 
eyes, noses and ears before they 
could cook them! 
 
KS2: Wheatley Class 
The students have been 
enjoying our thematic unit 
“All About Me”. We used the 
story “The Gingerbread Man” 
to lead us into our inquiry on 
the names for different facial 
features and body parts. We 

furthered our inquiry through 
the use of stories, songs, and 
hands on activities. The 
children liked creating 
gingerbread men out of 
play-dough and are looking 
forward to baking their own 
gingerbread men soon. The 

children additionally enjoyed making self-portraits of 
themselves using mirrors and paper plates. 
We have started to explore the use 
of the PECS app as a way to enhance 
communication within our 
classroom and the Handwriting 
Without Tears program for 
handwriting.  
We have also focused on 
incorporating concrete objects that 
are motivating to each child during 
our math lesson.  
 
KS2: Thame Class 
We have continued with their learning All About Me.  This 
week we have been learning about things we like and don’t 
like.  We have been writing sentences explaining the reasons 
for our choices.  We used this information to design  
We have also been learning about public and private and 
singing the NSPCC’s song Pantasaurus and reading Animal 
Pants. 
Last week we joined with Wheatley Primary School to 
celebrate World Peace Day.  We joined them at the front of 
the School to sing the World Peace song together. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Last Friday a group of students attended ‘Wheels for All’ at 

Horspath running track. They really 
enjoyed cycling around the track in 
the sunshine. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
We have started our daily physio 
sessions and all the students are 
participating in their stretches, 
physio programmes, standing 
frames and focusing on some of 
their curriculum targets during 
the session. 
 
 

 
KS3/4: Horspath Class 
In English, we have been learning 
about our addresses.  Students 
have been focusing on writing and 
telling them to others. We 
searched in google maps for the 
school and its surroundings, 
identifying possible dangers and 
how to act on them. 
In maths, we continue working on 
our additions and subtractions skills and some of us we were 

working on the 2s and 5s time 
tables. 
This term for cooking, we are 
learning how to cook pasta with 
different sauces with the aid of 
visuals and recipe symbols.  
In PSHE, we are giving a big push 
to careers. Students are learning 
how to hoover, wash and dry the 
dishes, clean tables and keep the 
classroom tidy. 

 
KS3/4: Beckley Class 
We have been working very hard on our term topic "In, Out 
and Beyond". We have been focussing on the "S" for Safety 
from our SLICE at John Watson School. We have talked about 
safety out and about, e-safety and phone safety. Everyone 
has been working very hard on their individual EHCP targets. 
We are giving a big push to learn to tell the time, money skills 
and life skills to support independence.  
 
In cooking, over the next few weeks, we will be focusing on 
different pasta recipes. We made tomato pasta last week, 
and we'll do carbonara and pesto pasta over the next two 
weeks.  
 

                    SLICE 

Safety 

Learning 

Independence  

Communication 

Engagement 

 
 
 

 


