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Contact Details: 01865 452725 (Primary and Nursery) 01865 876716 (Secondary) www.johnwatsonschool.org 
primary@johnwatsonschool.org , secondary@johnwatsonschool.org , wheatleynurseryschool@johnwatsonschool.org 

 

Dates for the Diary: 
   

★ Friday 25th October- normal finish time 
★ 28th October - 1st November - Half Term  
★ Monday 4th November -1st day of term  
★ Tuesday 17th December, 2pm - Primary Christmas 

songs 
★ Wednesday 18th December, 2pm - Primary 

Christmas songs 
★ Thursday 19th December- Last day of term. Pupils 

Early finish at 1.15pm  
 
Please remember we are a nut free 
school and there should be no nuts 
in school, or food which may 
contain nuts  
  
 

 

SLICE captures JWS’ Core Principles 
We are proud of the fantastic learning culture at John 
Watson. The decisions we make are guided by SLICE. These 
5 areas drive the work of the school. Our aim is to 
empower each child to ensure they can live as full and as 
independent lives as possible... 

                   SLICE 

Safety 

Learning 

Independence  

Communication 

Engagement 

 

 

 

 

This week’s round up from the classes… 
Nursery and Little Windmills 
 
We have been learning about Diwali 
and the children have had fun 
drawing Rangoli patterns outside on 

the ground 
with chalks.  

 
We have enjoyed playing in our bakers 
shop in the garden. The children have 
explored bread dough, learning how to 

knead it and squash it into different shapes.  
 
KS1: Forest Hill Class 
Last week we focused on our story Dear 
Zoo with a link to all things big and 
small. We spent our time sorting 
animals by size, making big and small 
towers, working on small hand skill 
activities and big gross motor physical movement activities.  

We have spent this 
week looking at the 
celebration of Diwali 
and have made our 
own Diva lamps out of 
salt dough to 
celebrate.Im sure you 
will agree they look 
lovely. 

 
We have also been using our senses and physical skills to 
explore pumpkins and mice in gloop. Lots of usual messy and 
sensory fun as you would expect. Have a lovely half term 
break :-) 
 
KS1: Otmoor Class 
We have been continuing with our 

weekly baking. 
This week we 
made biscuits and 
worked on our 
fine motor skills 
by cutting them out in halloween shaped 
animals such as a cat, owl and spider. They 
looked spooky and tasted delicious. 
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Apple Picking/Produce Sustainability 
On Thursday some of Key Stage 3 and 4 
went out into the community, to members 
of the public's  gardens, to pick apples 
from their trees. This trip encapsulated 
the principles of SLICE.  
Safety- the pupils learnt to use large poles 
with special nets on, to reach and pick 
high up apples, in a safe manner. They also learnt to take 
informed risks as to which branches to reach for and how 
to maneuver themselves around a garden. 
Learning- This was a fantastic opportunity to see how fruit 
grows in its natural environment and where their food 
comes from. It also lent itself to practice Numeracy skills 
such as comparing sizes, counting apples and weighing the 
picked produce. 
Independence-  The pupils picked apples independently or 
with minimal support. It also gave them opportunities to 
organise themselves and others and to problem solve 
without over reliance on adults. They collected and 
packaged up the apples themselves.  
Communication- Communication was key on this trip. The 
pupils worked together in pairs or teams to collect as many 
apples as possible. The interaction and conversations 
between them was fantastic to see. 
There were pupils, who may not 
normally converse with each other, 
having conversations about how to 
get the highest apples, alongside 
deciding which were ok to pack and 
which were not, to ensure we did not 
package bad apples.  
Engagement- This was evident 
throughout this trip. All pupils got stuck into picking the 
most apples they could, finding the best quality ones. 
Some pupils who find learning inside classrooms difficult, 
came out of themselves, with lots of 
communication, laughter, smiles, 
giggles and plenty of eye contact 
given, both with staff and peers alike. 
Even when the odd slug or bug was 
discovered, the pupils were 
determined to keep going. 
 
KS3/4: Beckley Class  
We made potato and leek soup for our Harvest Festival at 
the Venison House. We linked this to 
their EHCP targets for writing 
(writing the recipe), reading (reading 
the recipes) and daily life Maths.  
Meet Bella, the therapy dog, below. 

She has visited 
for the past two 
weeks and the 
students have 
had a lovely time. Students worked on 
their communication targets when 
interacting with Bella, requesting for a 
turn to stroke or walk her (using their 

We also painted some spiders using our hands, we then cut 
them out and hung them in our classroom.  

 
We have been exploring lots of sensory 
play. This week we have been cutting 
open pumpkins and playing with the 
slimy insides! We smelt the pumpkin, 
tasted roasted pumpkin and then 
decided what shapes to cut into them.  

KS2: Chinnor Class  
We have been busy exploring our 
senses, we have been on listening 
walks and sound hunts, we have 
tasted different food and chosen 
our favourite smells to make smelly 
dough and slime.  We have also 
been enjoying cooking this week 
and have written out our plans for our biscuits, followed and 
recipe and cut out gingerbread in to different shapes.  We 
enjoyed sharing our biscuits with the children in Wheatley 
class.  
 We have been focusing on our fine motor skills this week, 
we have been cutting, tracing, drawing and sticking.  Today 
we made halloween pumpkin pictures, we spread glue and 
sprinkled lentils to create patterns and shapes.  
This week we followed a recipe to make a new type of slime. 
It was very sticky and  we all had a wonderful time making it 
and playing with it. 
 
KS2: Waterperry Class  
We  had a delicious time in Waterperry class 
as we explored our sense of taste.  We ate 

different fruits and 
vegetables and then used 
them to print a picture.  
We also learnt about the 4 
basic tastes by trying sour lemon, salty 
crisps, sweet jam and 
bitter, dark 
chocolate.  All of the 

children tried everything although 
not everyone liked the lemon! 
Everyone liked the bitter chocolate 
though.  
This week we have been learning about our sense of touch, 
and we sorted different materials into hard and soft, rough 
and smooth.  We also went into our playground to take 
rubbings of rough and hard surfaces. 
 
We have also continued with our usual maths and English 
lessons too.  We have been using Stern Maths equipment to 
give a visual interpretation of numbers. 
 
KS2: Wheatley Class   
We have been busy learning about the sense of touch and 
taste.  The children used their sense of touch to explore the 
different textures of different types of dough - scented 
playdough, moon dough, bubble dough and gingerbread 



 

voice, communication boards or e-tran frames to 
eyepoint). They have also used Bella, 
to help with their English targets by 
reading books to 
her. Some 
students even 
taught Bella how 
to read a clock 
using  o'clock and 
half-past. 

 
KS3/4 Shotover  
We have continued to focus on SLICE. 
We made Cream of Tomato Soup for 
our Harvest Festival. We made it with 
Real tomatoes, no tins here! The 
pupils experienced peeling the skins 

off warm tomatoes, 
chopping different 
vegetables, 
measuring 
ingredients and reading and following 
recipes. These linked to their individual 
EHCP targets.  
Some pupils have been using Autumn 
themed natural 

resources such as leaves and conkers, 
to support their number recognition, 
counting, counting in 10s, 5;s and 2’s 
and with addition and subtraction 
problems.  

 
We have continued 
to carry out 
investigations in science looking at 
chemical reactions this week, using 
vinegar, bicarbonate of soda and food 
colouring. The pupils answered scientific 
questions, made predictions and made 

statements to describe what they saw, smelt, touched.  
 
Reverse Integration has got into full 
flow with students from Wheatley Park 
Sixth Form, coming in on Wednesdays 
to support pupils with interaction, 
communication and social skills. For 
some this provides the perfect 
opportunity to practice protective 
behaviour strategies, while others have been learning to 
play games with them, following rules and interacting 
appropriately.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

dough.  The children made it in the 
classroom and then got to play with it.  

 
They enjoyed 
this a lot! 
 
This week we 
focused on 
the sense of 
taste and the children make cakes 

to try.  We also tried lots of different foods to encourage 
them to eat a wide variety of foods.  They tried  
apple , pepper and celery, as well as sweet, sour, salty and 
bitter foods. We were brave food explorers! 
 
We also found time to share puzzle making with Chinnor 
class.  Making puzzles improves fine motor skills and spatial 
awareness, which helps a lot with skills for independence. 
 
 
KS2: Thame Class  
We have enjoyed 
exploring potatoes this 
week. Reading the story of 
‘Super Tato’ Pupils 
enjoyed making their own 
superhero’s from 
potatoes. 
 

We continued 
this theme into 
science and 
conducted some 
experiments 
that involve 
pupils predicting 
the outcome.  

 
We did an experiment of push a plastic straw through a 

potato. 
 

We also 
conducted 
an 
experiment 
predicting 

whether a potato would float or 
sink in a bowl of water when salt 
in added. 

 
Unfortunately this experiment didn’t work as well but pupils 
could  see why we conduct experiments to test hypothesis 
and to get results. 
KS3/4: Horspath Class  
Last week was our Harvest Festival. 
Horspath did lots of work on Harvest and 
we also made soup for our Harvest Supper 
at the Venison House. We made carrot 



 

Sixth Form: Oxford Class 
This is the last week students will be completing their 
allocated ‘job ‘before they are given a new housework task 
when we return back to school in November. 
Housework tasks completed include hanging washing on 
the ‘clothes horse’, using the vacuum hoover,sweeping and 
using the litter pickers to remove unwanted food wrappers 
and drink containers from the Wheatley park campus. 
 
A group of students from Oxford class have been enjoying 
deciding which book to select when they either visit 
Wheatley Park school library or Wheatley village library. 
Favourites include ‘dog’ books and story books about 
animals. 
Oxford class students have had fun completing the Asdan 
Life skill Challenge linked to exploring the Seasons in a 
sensory way. This week students experienced Winter- 
artificial snow balls have been thrown, sensory white 
fabrics touched, ice and artificial snow explored. 
 
Harvest Festival 
Thank you to everyone who 
attended the Harvest Festival on 
15 October at Venison House. It 
was fantastic to see families 
enjoying this great resource. The 
students worked hard and made 
a range of soups:  tomato, leek & 
potato, carrot and parsnip, and roasted vegetables. We 
ended the celebration with a variety of puddings that 
families brought to share. Thank you to everyone for 
making it such a joyful celebration!  

 

parsnip and coriander 
soup and it was 
delicious! 

 
We’ve been doing lots 
of hard work in all our 
subjects and this term 
we have had a visit 
from our Therapy Dog called Bella. All 
the students are very good when she 
comes in and 
have been playing 
with her and have 
been learning to 
use their gentle 

hands when they stroke her. 
 

In preparation for 
Halloween, 
Horspath 
students 
been carving 
pumpkins. 
We have 

scooped out all the flesh and used 
our fine motor skills to carve faces 
into them.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


