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Contact Details: 01865 452725 (Primary and Nursery) 01865 876716 (Secondary) www.johnwatsonschool.org 
primary@johnwatsonschool.org , secondary@johnwatsonschool.org , wheatleynurseryschool@johnwatsonschool.org 

 

Dates for the Diary: 
   

★ Tuesday 17th December, 2pm - Primary Christmas 
songs 

★ Wednesday 18th December, 2pm - Primary 
Christmas songs 

★ Thursday 19th December 10am- Secondary 
Christmas Performance 

★ Thursday 19th December- Last day of term. Pupils 
Early finish at 1.15pm  

 
Please remember we are a nut free 
school and there should be no nuts 
in school, or food which may 
contain nuts  
  
 

 

SLICE captures JWS’ Core Principles 
We are proud of the fantastic learning culture at John 
Watson. The decisions we make are guided by SLICE. These 
5 areas drive the work of the school. Our aim is to 
empower each child to ensure they can live as full and as 
independent lives as possible… 
 

                   SLICE 

Safety 

Learning 

Independence  

Communication 

Engagement 

 

 
 
 
 

This week’s round up from the classes… 
 
Nursery and Little Windmills 

 
We are very busy in the 
garden, tidying up all the 
leaves. The children have 
enjoyed using rakes to sweep 

up the leaves and 
wheelbarrows to transport 
them into big piles. We have 
had fun jumping in the piles 
too! 
 
 
KS1: Forest Hill Class 
 

We were very excited to return to 
school and hit the ground running with 
our new topic. Our first week focused on 
the topic of fireworks and Bonfire night. 
The children had great fun splatter 
painting and using different coloured 
materials to wave and explore. We also 
used rockets and flashing objects during 
bucket time.  

This week we have focused on Remembrance and poppies. 
We have listened to calming 
music to promote mindfulness 
and had fun counting poppies 
in the sand and sensory trays. 
We have also sponge printed 
poppies and watched 
remembrance videos online.  
 
See the Cbeebies video here 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pv_ub7Be7oA 
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On Thursday  a group of Key Stage 2 pupils represented 
John Watson school in the ‘ National Grand  final’. John 
Watson School had previously won the south east area and 
was invited back to compete to be the best school in 
England for Panathlon  

 
Pupils did extremely well and had lots of fun taking part in 
all the different events. 
John Watson came 6th out of 9 special schools. 

 
Well Done Guys!!! 

 
KS3/4: Horspath Class  
 

Students had a great first few weeks 
back about after Half 
Term. Lots of great 
learning and we have 
all been engaged 
with out activities 
and work.  

We’ve done lots 
of hard work in 
and out the 
classroom. We have been down at 
the Venison House planting plants 
and vegetables and then using these 
to see how fast they grow, what 
changes we can see and naming the 
different parts of a plants. 

We have been going over to the Park Sports Centre to the 
Dance Studio to do Yoga and have continued doing Sensory 
Circuits in the classroom. 

 
KS1: Otmoor Class 
 
We have been enjoying exploring our topics of fireworks and 
remembrance day. Last week we had fun making lots of 

fireworks crafts with paint, glitter and 
tissue paper. We enjoyed watching 
fireworks on the interactive 
whiteboard and listening to what 
sounds they make. We discussed 
whether they are loud or quiet, we 
also learnt 
how to sign 
‘firework’.  
 
 

This week we have been thinking 
about Remembrance day. We made 
a wreath of poppies using cake cases 
that we painted. We also made 
poppy biscuits. We mixed the 
ingredients together and squashed 

the 
dough between our fingers, we 
then practise our fine motor 
skills by cutting out flower 
shapes. Here is a picture of us 
learning to sign ‘egg’.  
 
 
 

KS2: Chinnor Class  
 
We have had a very busy start term, 
we have been focusing on all about 
me but also been looking at 
fireworks.  We have enjoyed lots of 

sensory themed 
firework 
activities and 
enjoyed getting 
very messy. We 
made bubbly 
paint and had lots of fun blowing in to it 
with straws, we also enjoyed mark 
making in shaving foam creating firework 
patterns and shapes. 

 
 
We have also enjoyed making smiley 
face wraps this week. We tried lots of 
different ingredients and wrote down 
our favourite ones.  We all liked cream 
cheese in our wraps but did not enjoy 
the hummus.  We then used our 
favourite ingredients to make our wraps 
and really enjoyed eating them.  
  
  



 

We have also continued going over to the Wheatley Park 
School ICT suite to use computers and use websites like 
TopMarks to support our Maths targets. 
 
KS3/4 Shotover  
The pupils have settled back after the half 
term, engaging in a variety of activities 

relating to their Individual 
Learning Plans, alongside 
looking at the Gunpowder 
Plot and Remembrance. 
In our Physical and 
Sensory sessions, we 
have been learning to 
sew squares and 
different shapes onto 

hessian material, following visual and 
written instructions. This is good 
practice for us, before we start to sew 
our products for the Christmas 
Enterprise. We have been learning all 

aspects of sewing 
including tying off our 
threads when we 
finish.  

  
In life skills sessions, 
we have been 
focussing on cold 
meals and snacks they 
could make 
themselves at home. 
This week we used 
communication 
boards to choose 
ingredients, and made 
cheese boards. We chose between 
crackers and crispbreads, tried different 
cheeses including  

Edam and tried some sides such as pickled onions, celery, 
pickle and chutney. 
 
KS3/4: Beckley Class  
 
We have had a fantastic first two weeks 
back after Half Term. Students have 
engaged with their learning throughout 

different lovely 
activities.  
 
We gave a big push 
to our independence 
for our daily life. 
Students worked 
very hard on their 
money skills, telling 
the time, cooking 

different simple recipes with pasta and 

 
KS2: Waterperry Class  
 
Waterperry started the term with a bang - as we painted 
fireworks with splayed tubes and splatters.  
 

 
  
 
 
We also danced like fireworks, 
spinning ribbons like Catherine 
Wheels and zooming like 
rockets.  
 

  
 
This week we have been using the book ‘I Like Myself’ by 
Karen Beaumont to think about what we like about ourselves 
and writing sentences about it as well as boosting our self 
awareness. 
 
We  also have been 
continuing with our 
weekly sensory circuits. 
The circuits include an 
area to wake your body 
up and get it ready for 
learning.  an area to 
encourage children to 
focus on an activity and 
to learn how to control 
their movements, and 
an area to help children 
to learn how to calm themselves down when they feel 
overstimulated.  Children work 1:1 with an adult in sensory 
circuits to ensure that they concentrate on the tasks to get 
the full benefit from them.  
 
 
KS2: Wheatley Class   
We have been exploring what 

we like about ourselves, how we 

feel and how we use various 

parts of our bodies. We 

scrunched, crunched and threw 

leaves and we kneaded and 

used our senses to make lemony 

playdough. We have enjoyed 

our sensory story ‘Whatever next’ which ties in to Children in 

need Day ( teddy bears and picnics ). 



 

overcoming clothing problems with 
buttons, zips, shoelaces and socks.  
We have also worked on our personal 
care and personal hygiene. Girls learnt 
about period management, and 
everyone worked on their protective 

behaviours, including 
public and private 
behaviour.  
We had a lovely time with Bella, the 
therapy dog in the classroom again. 
Some students read storybooks well 
matched to their phonic knowledge and 
everyone had a go stroking, brushing, 
and walking her.  We linked these 

sessions to their communication and interaction targets as 
well as to their social-emotional, mental health and 
independence. 
 
Sixth Form: Oxford Class 
 
The students have been  working hard to 
complete their Asdan coursework.  
Group 1 have been printing with broccoli 
and Celery in paint linked to the Personal 
progress units Engaging with Events and 
Objects. We have been also exploring the objects featured 
in a sensory story and practising their ball skills. Both these 
activities are linked to Asdan Life Skill Challenges. 
 
During group 1’s sensory cookery on Monday they made 
cheese and marmite twists, they practised hand washing, 
rolling the pastry and  spreading the marmite. They 
demonstrated preferences when exploring dried herbs 
which were added the the twists and during  smelling the 
marmite. 
 
Group 2 & 3 have been looking at Photographs of 
themselves completing activities in Oxford. Students then 
took it in turns to describe who and what they could see in 
the photographs plus also writing linked sentences. 

 
Students have been busy practising their 
weighing of measuring of ingredients. Next 
week they are going to put on afternoon tea 
for a group of parents linked to their Asdan 
focus and personal progress. 

 
So this week we had a trial run of making cheese scones, 
cookies and cup cakes. 
One of the students decided to adapt a recipe he had 
found online to become double chocolate chip cookies 
instead of just chocolate chip cookies. His adapted recipe 
worked really well and the result was yummy. 
On the lunch menu this week when the students cooked 
their own lunch  was Tomato pasta with sweetcorn, 
Homemade garlic bread and salad. 
Followed by cherry turn overs and ice- cream. 

We used our fine motor skills to 
work on Threading and we have 
been practising writing our own 
names. During Wake up Shake up 
we have used our gross motor skills to 
stretch, dance and then relax. 
 
KS2: Thame Class  
 
We have been working really 
hard in the final week of 
swimming, developing water 
confidence and individual 
swimming targets. 
Pupils have also been linking 
English writing and phonics to 

Fireworks and bonfire night, 
spelling words linked to the 
theme. 

 
Thame class have also been 
completing different 
activities related to 
emotional resilience, playing 

different games such as musical chairs to developing 
understanding of not 
always winning. 
After the activities we 
completed a feeling circle, 
giving all pupils a chance to 
say how they feel during 
and after the activity. 

 
 

We also completed a walk 
to Wheatley memorial on 
remembrance day, reading 
some dedications on the 
poppy wreaths and 
observed 1 minute silence 
to remember those who 
gave our lives.  
 

 

 


