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Contact Details: 01865 452725 (Primary and Nursery) 01865 876716 (Secondary) www.johnwatsonschool.org 
primary@johnwatsonschool.org , secondary@johnwatsonschool.org , wheatleynurseryschool@johnwatsonschool.org 

 

Dates for the Diary: 
 
Wednesday, 9th October Meet the Teacher  details to 
follow 
Monday, 14th October  INSET DAY (closed for pupils)  
 
Thursday, 24th October-individual pupil photos   
 
Friday 25th October- normal finish time 
 
Half Term - 28th October - 1st November 
 
Dear all 
Term has started pretty smoothly.  All the children seem 
very happy to be back and we have a number of new 
starters who I am pleased to stay are settling well already.  
 
Expansion and improvement of John Watson School’s 
accommodation: 
We are very lucky to have been 
given the use of a newly 
refurbished classroom on the 
Primary site, courtesy of 
Wheatley Primary. Ongoing 
building works resume shortly 
with the necessary contractors, 

builders, vehicles and compounds. 
Any disruption will be minimal to 
the school as it entails 
refurbishment of the Wheatley 
Primary School’s front lower 
corridor, which is to become ours in 
the Spring.  In addition plans are 
being finalised for substantial 
expansion at of the Steve Drywood 
Building due to start 2021. More 
details to follow. 

 
 
 
Please remember we are a nut 
free school and there should 
be no  nuts in school, or food 
which may contain nuts  
  
 

This week’s round up from the classes… 
 
Nursery and Little Windmills 
The children have enjoyed 
exploring the nursery garden 
and have been especially busy 
in the mud kitchen. We found 
lots of sycamore seeds on the 
floor which have made great 
ingredients for soup. 
 
KS1: Forest Hill Class 
We have had a lovely start to the term and have had great 
fun settling into the new routine and topic “fur and feathers”. 
This week we have been investigating the classroom and 
taking part in all of the activities set up in Forest Hill. We have 
worked on our hand strength in dough disco, singing and 
number with rhymes on the whiteboard, and letter matching 
and building with wooden blocks. We have also used the 
outdoors and played together with Otmoor class on the bikes 
and scooters.Thank you to those parents who responded to 
the home learning we have enjoyed discussing your pets with 
the children.  
Please note as a large amount of our learning is via sensory 
exploration your child may come home dirty. Please can you 
send in some spare clothes as water play is also very popular 
and aprons only cover so much. 
 
KS1: Otmoor Class 
We have had a great start to the term and have settled really 
well. We have been creating lots of art around our topic for 
this term which is Fur and Feathers. The picture below is of 
some giraffes we painted and stuck together, we are looking 
forward to creating many 
more fun animal crafts!  
We are also enjoying lots 
of Bucket Time activities 
both in the classroom 
and in the sensory room, 
all the children are 
captivated and it is 
something we all look 
forward to at the end of 
the day. 
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Please see below links to some sites which parents may          

find useful- 

KIDS after school club, contact -  

Tel: 0758429023 

Email: Wendy.parker@kids.org.uk 

Yellow Submarine -  
http://www.yellowsubmarine.org.uk/ 

KEENOxford- 

https://www.keenoxford.org/what-we-do/#who-is-keen-f

or 

Thomley Hall - 

 https://thomley.org.uk/ 
Remember you can find short breaks newsletters and        

details about the after school club run by KIDS on our           

website-follow link below 

http://www.johnwatsonschool.org/parents/afterschool-pr

ovision/ 

 
Circus Star tickets 
We have kindly been nominated to receive a donation of 
Circus Tickets from Circus Starr. 
These tickets have been paid for by a local business and 
have been nominated to John Watson School for families 
to use.  
Date of Circus - Saturday 12th October 
2019  
 Location -   South Park, Cheney Lane, 
Oxford, OX3 7QJ 
Time of shows: 1.30pm and 4.00pm 
If you would like tickets to attend the 
circus, then please contact the primary site office. We only 
have a limited number, so it’s on a  first come, first served 
basis to families. Under 3s do not need a ticket. 
 
Tea towels wanted! 
KS2 is planning lots of cooking as a practical and delicious 
way of meeting some of our EHCP targets.  However we 
seem to have lost most of our tea towels that we need to 
clean up afterwards.  If you have any unwanted ones at 
home we would be very grateful for them.  Thank you. 
Linda Grace, KS2 lead 
 
KS3 and 4 Shotover. 
We have had a really good start to the term. In cooking 
this week we made sandwiches. We chose which bread we 
wanted to use and then chose our fillings and made our 
own sandwiches to eat. We chose from cheese, ham, 
salad, chicken and soft cheese, the sandwiches we made 
were delicious.  
We had a good yoga session and we all joined and learnt 
some good yoga positions.  
Some of us have enjoyed our daily physio sessions and our 
sensory circuit work.  
In maths we have been looking at time, we have ordered 
our day and some of use are really good at recognising “o 
clock and half past”. In music we have begun thinking 

KS2: Chinnor Class 
We have had a lovely start to 
the year with children 
returning to school 
enthusiastic and ready to 
learn.  We have been talking 
about things we like to eat 
and what we like to do.  The children have chosen to bake 

cakes.  We  have written a list of 
ingredients, chosen different 
flavours for our cakes and will be 
picking some apples for apple 
cake.  We will be baking our 
cakes this afternoon, hopefully 
they will be delicious.  

 
We have also been making self portraits, we looked at 
ourselves carefully and used different materials to make our 
faces.  
 
KS2: Waterperry Class 
The children have returned 
looking relaxed and 
enthusiastic to learn.  We have 
introduced our new topic, All 
About Me, and have started 
work on it already.  We 
started by talking about things 
we like to eat and do, and 
then cutting out pictures of 
them for our Peg labels.  We 
discovered that we all like Mr 
Tumble, and nearly everyone in the class likes pizza, so we 
shall add that to our recipe list for later in the term.  
Then the children made self portraits.  We used mirrors to 
look carefully at our faces.  Then we used a mixture of collage 
and drawing to make our faces on a paper plate.  We look 
like a great group of hardworking students! 
 
KS2: Wheatley Class 
 
We have had a successful start to the 
school year. The children have 
worked hard on communication and 
reading and have started the topic All 
About Me. In this new topic, the 
children have enjoyed creating 
beautiful collages of things they like 
using words and pictures. 
 
Additionally, the children have been 
captivated by Bucket Time. The 
introduction of soap and paint to create large colourful 
bubbles in Bucket Time has been a treat for the children. 
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about the different sounds made with musical 
instruments. In P.S.M.E.I we have been thinking about the 
things that make us happy and sad. We have had a very 
busy week.  
 
Sixth Form: Oxford Class 
It has been lovely to welcome 
five students from Key Stage 
Four to swell our numbers to 12 
students. 
We have had a very busy week 
starting our Asdan qualifications. 

The year 14s are going to 
follow a new Asdan 
programme of study called 
Focus. Focus presents a 
framework of activities 
through which independent 
living, personal,social and 
work related skills can be 

developed and accredited. 
The year 12s and year 13s will be 
completing Asdan Personal Progress 
qualifications. 
A group of students in the Sixth Form 
working towards their Personal 
Progress qualification have been 

focusing hard and 
showing 
anticipation when using a switch to 
operate a fan by using a switch.  
They have also been working on 
Engaging with the World Around You: 
Events unit by handling and interacting 
with  a selection 
of objects during 

a sensory activity linked to 
travelling to the circus by a Hot Air 
Balloon. 
The students demonstrated 
excellent concentration exploring 
objects and showing anticipation 
linked to the story about a band 
(Engaging with the World Around 
You: Events unit.) 

 

KS2: Thame Class 
We have settled  in well to our 
new classroom based in Wheatley 
Primary School. We have enjoyed 
beginning our topic  ‘All About 
me’ and have explored different 
things about ourselves. We have 
enjoyed this week’s science lesson 
identifying our heart and how 

important it is to look after it. We 
completed different exercises 
identifying the difference in our 
pulse rate through gentle 
activities such as reading and 
more strenuous activities such as 
jumping and running. 

 
We have also enjoyed our first 
swimming lesson of the school 

year and already i can see progress from the previous year. 
Keep it up Thame class!! 
 
KS3/4: Horspath Class 
We were so excited to come back. 
We did some sensory cooking to 
cook moon sand and kinetic sand. 
We are learning our address and 
who to say to a safer stranger. We 
found our house on google map. 
We are working on adding and 
taking away using different sensory 
maths like Numicon, counters and playdough. 
Some of us are learning 2s, 5s and 10s time tables. 
We are still working on our money skills, and we started to 
work at o’clock and half past times.  
Our PE days now are Tuesdays and Thursdays. As we are still 
working on our independence, will be fantastic if all of us 
could have our PE kits on Mondays ready for the week. 
  
KS3/4: Beckley Class 
We have been working on our new 
topic “Out and about”. We also have 
carried on working on our student’s 
individual EHCP targets. We have been 
preparing students for adulthood by 
exploring recipes, shopping lists, 
learning about telling the time, how to 
handle money/money recognition and 
last but not least, by doing carriers 
sessions. We have done a 4 week ROTA with different jobs to 
do in small groups every week. Some students learned how 
to wash plates and kitchen equipment, others dried them, 
some were in charge of tidying up the classroom and others, 
did the sweeping by using a broom and dustpan. We have 
also been focussing on independence by learning how to do 
our shoes laces, velcro shoes, shirt buttons and socks 

 


