
 

 

   

John Watson School Newsletter                                                                                                                   11th 
October 2019 

 

Contact Details: 01865 452725 (Primary and Nursery) 01865 876716 (Secondary) www.johnwatsonschool.org 
primary@johnwatsonschool.org , secondary@johnwatsonschool.org , 
wheatleynurseryschool@johnwatsonschool.org 

 

Dates for the Diary: 
 

★ Monday 14th October  INSET DAY (closed 
for pupils)  

 
★ Tuesday 15th October - Harvest Festival 

3:30pm - 5pm- Primary and Secondary 
students welcome ( pupils must be collected 
at 2:50pm as normal) 

 
★ Thursday 24th October-individual pupil 

photos   
★ Friday 25th October- normal finish time 
★ 28th October - 1st November - Half Term  
★ Monday 4th November -1st day of term  
★ Friday 20th December- Last day of term. 

Pupils finish at 1.15pm  
 
Please remember we are a nut 
free school and there should 
be no  nuts in school, or food 
which may contain nuts  
  
 
 

SLICE captures JWS’ Core Principles 
We are proud of the fantastic learning culture at John 
Watson. The decisions we make are guided by 
SLICE. These 5 areas drive the work of the school. 
Our aim is to empower each child to ensure they can 
live as full and as independent lives as possible... 
 

                   SLICE 

Safety 

Learning 

Independence  

This week’s round up from the classes… 
Nursery and Little Windmills 
 
We are finding out about 
seasonal changes and the 
children have been busy 
collecting lots of conkers. We 
are now using them for lots of 
maths activities including 

counting, weighing and filling 
containers. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
KS1: Forest Hill Class 
We embraced the change in 
weather and went out exploring. 

We looked for 
leaves and 
conkers and 
listened to 
the wind and 
rain whilst 
wearing our weather suits. Later we 
used these leaves to make wonderful 
lions manes linking in with our Zoo 
planning.  

We have continued with early 
mark making activities and 
produced some great art work 
with the use of bubble wrap to 
print, and cds to make glittery 
and reflective fish.  
We have also worked on our 
communication via speech 

groups, animal songs 
and music sessions; 
which are always great 
fun. 
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Communication 

Engagement 
Please see below links to some sites which parents         
may find useful- 
 
KIDS after school club, contact -  
Tel: 0758429023 
Email: Wendy.parker@kids.org.uk 
 
Yellow Submarine -  
http://www.yellowsubmarine.org.uk/ 
 
KEENOxford- 
https://www.keenoxford.org/what-we-do/#who-is-keen-
for 
Thomley Hall - 
 https://thomley.org.uk/ 
Remember you can find short breaks newsletters and        
details about the after school club run by KIDS on our           
website-follow link below 
http://www.johnwatsonschool.org/parents/afterschool-
provision/ 
 
Grace Hopkins, Otmoor class teacher is climbing 
Mount Snowden in May 2020...in the night! She would 
be most grateful for any sponsors for this event, 
please follow the link below… 
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/GraceHopkins1 
 

 
On October 10th John Watson School joined 
thousands of people in wearing yellow and saying 
#HelloYellow to support children and young people’s 
mental health on World Mental Health Day. Thank you 
everyone for your donations. I’m sure you’ll agree we 
brightened up a lot of people’s day.  
 
On Tuesday 15th October we say goodbye to 
Martin Scully, Martin has been the John Watson 
Caretaker for many years and will be missed, we 
wish him luck in his new career. (Thankfully he 
will be helping at the end of the day on gate duty 
for the foreseeable future though!) 
 
KS3/4: Beckley Class 
We have been working very hard on the SLICE 
principles at John Watson School. During our PSHE 
lessons, we have been focussing on the "S" from 
Safety. We have talked about safety out and about, 
safety in the kitchen, who to ask for help when we 
need it in different situations and protective 
behaviours. During our science and assemblies, we 

 
 
 
 
 
 
KS1: Otmoor Class 
We have really enjoyed our 
attention autism (bucket) 
sessions. The children are 
now able to engage with 
stage 2 of attention autism, 
stage 2 aims to sustain 
attention for a longer period. 
Here is a picture of one of our exciting sessions. 

 
We have also been doing 
weekly cooking activities. 
Last week we made 
flapjacks and this week 
we made animal biscuits 
in line with our theme of 
this term which is 
animals. We  had fun 
mixing the ingredients 

and making shapes with the 
dough. Cooking and baking 
are great ways to learn 
maths concepts such as full 
and empty, more and less. 
Cooking is also a great way 
to improve focus, attention 
and fine motor skills. We 
look forward to making 
cupcakes next week. 
 
KS2: Chinnor Class  
We have been continuing to 
think about all about me. 
We have been drawing 
round ourselves and labeling 
parts of the body.  We have 
enjoyed exploring our 
senses and have been 
thinking about taste and 
smell.  We have explored smelly playdough and found 
that our favorite smells were mint and apple.  We have 
also been exploring making slime and once we had 
perfected the recipe our “slime experts” went in to 
Wheatly class to teach them how to make the perfect 
slime.  
We have also been tasting different food and have 
tasted olives, pineapple, pepper, tomatoes and cheese 
and used this to decided what topping we wanted for 
our smiley face pizzas.  We will be making our pizzas 
this afternoon.  
 
KS2: Waterperry Class  
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have been learning ("L") about the environment and 
the plastic in the ocean. To promote student's 
independence ("I"), we have given a big push to life 
skills such as sweeping, washing up, drying the 
dishes, using the hover and cooking carbonara pasta. 
We used simple recipes with symbols and visuals to 
support the student's learning.  During these two 
weeks and linking to the "C" from communication, we 
have been working hard on our descriptive language 
when describing pictures or requesting for things we 
need or want. We have supported this ensuring that 
every pupil has a voice (iPad, symbols, 
communication boards, etc.). 
Last but not least and linking to "E" from engagement, 
students prepared this week for the "meet the teacher" 
evening. They helped to set up the classroom to show 
parents what we do at Beckley class. Every child 
chose a resource they enjoy and engage working with 
and put it out for families to see and take pride.  
 
 
KS3 and 4 Shotover 
We have been looking at 
developing Independence for 
Life and started weekly 
Domestic Skills sessions. The 
pupils have been learning how 
to wash, dry and put away 
plates, bowls and cutlery. We 
have also been busy tidying 
away their resources and 
wiping down tables after 
messy activities. 
This week we took part in Child Mental Health Day, 
thinking about and making posters of what they can 
do to calm down, self regulate and make them feel 
happy again when they are anxious, upset or worried. 
We looked at the impact of saying something nice to 

someone and 
how getting a 
compliment 
feels. We had 
a go at saying 
and writing 
our own 
compliments 
to give to our 
peers.  

 
Sixth Form: Oxford 
Class 
A group of students in 
Oxford class have 
engaged and interacted 
well during lessons 
related to their Asdan 
course called’ Engaging 
with Technology.’ 

We have started learning about our senses as part of All 
About Me topic.  We started learning about our sense of 
smell.  We explored lots of interesting smells and 
decided that we all like the smell of lemon and mint, but 
some of us did not like the smell of garlic!  We also had 
lots of fun making smelly things to play with, like mint 
scented playdough, and  strawberry scented slime, or 
flubber.  We then had to check that the slime was the 
right consistency so we played with it a lot too!  It is 
great for developing muscles in hands and arms which 
in turn supports handwriting skills.  It turns out that it is 
also great for developing a sense of humour, as children 
made huge strings of slime, moustaches and even a 
new ear.  They showed great engagement in this task. 
 
 
This week we are investigating 
sounds, using the book ‘Polar Bear, 
Polar Bear, What can you Hear?’ 
as our starting point.  We used the 
BBC Sound Effects archive to listen to 
the sounds made by the different 
animals in the book.  Then we went 
for a sound walk in the School’s 
meadow to listen for birds and any other sounds.  The 

next day we went into 
Wheatley and listened to 
different sounds, and 
compared them to ones 
we heard in the meadow. 
This also let us explore 
our local community too 
as we went to the local 
shop to buy noisy, 

crunchy biscuits. 
 
 
   The children also used 
chime bars in music to follow 
sound patterns, which fitted in 
really well with our topic this 
week.  They were all so 
engaged in their learning! 
 

 
 
 
KS2: Wheatley Class   
We are continuing to learn more about themselves 
through our All About Me unit. The students enjoyed 
investigating how their hair and eye colour compared 
and contrasted with that of their classmates. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 



 

Students have used switches 
to operate blenders to make 
milk shakes and smoothies. 
As well as selecting favourite 
plasma 

programmes and enjoying the 
breeze as they operate a fan. 
 

They have also really enjoyed 
going on a sensory journey in 
a hot air Balloon which landed 
in a  circus. The highlight was 
sitting in a tent made from a 
parachute and having a go at 
a 

coconut shy.  
 
 
 
The students were learning 
about the feel of the different 
textured objects and were 
given a chance to learn new words as adults modelled 
naming objects and using mathematical terms for 
example ‘up’ and ‘down’. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Asdan Focus activities completed linked to the 
Numeracy and Communication units include starting 
to write a short story, writing poetry,looking at 
magazines and selecting favourite pictures. The 
students then spent time writing about why they liked 
the picture they had chosen. 
Linked to Position, pattern and sorting the students 
ordered their shoes in size order and colour. 
Students completing Asdan Personal Progress have 
had fun taste testing cakes linked to unit Planning and 
preparing food for an event. 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
We value multi-sensory learning for 
all students, not only to engage them 
but also to promote memory. For 
example, students have enjoyed 
using Montessori sandpaper letters to 
practice correct letter formation before 
handwriting.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We also enjoyed a visit from some 
slime experts in the Chinnor class who taught us how to 
make the perfect slime.  
 
KS2: Thame Class  
We have had a good week 
making choices and making 
pizzas. Pupils thoroughly 
enjoyed choosing their toppings 
and placing them on the pizza.  
Pupils have also enjoyed 
making ‘big heads’ using a 
balloon covered in papier mache, then painting it to look 
like them. 

 
Thame class have also been lucky to go to the Church 
last week alongside Wheatley Primary school to 
celebrate Harvest Festival, singing some of the songs 
they had learnt in singing assembly.  
 
KS3/4: Horspath Class  
We continued learning about our 
addresses each day with less 
support. We are learning how to 
answer questions like where do 
you live? We kept going on google 
maps to search where we live. 
Some of us we focused on writing 
sentences independently with 
specifics sounds. 
In math, we have been working on 
our additions and subtractions skills. 
Some of us we were working on the 2s, 3s, 5s and 10s 

time tables and we are 
starting to understand the 
concept of divisions using 
cubes. 
This term for cooking, we 
are learning how to cook 



 

 
 
 
 
 
This term we have started doing sensory circuits 
sessions twice a week. It has been very successful 
and staff have noticed a change in the students when 
they come back from the sessions. 
 
  
 

pasta with different sauces with the aid of visuals and 
recipe symbols.  
In PSHE, we are giving a big push to careers. Students 
are learning how to hoover, wash and dry the dishes, 
clean tables and keep the classroom tidy. 
We keep working on our fine motor skills practising our 
cutting with a fork and knife playdough.  
 

 


