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Dear Parents and Carers,

This week’s round up from the classes…

I hope you share our relief at coming to the end of what the pandemic
has made an extraordinarily challenging school year for us all.

Reception/KS1: Adele Class
Another great week in class as the weather took a turn for
the better. We enjoyed lengthy outdoor learning sessions
exploring water. We paddled, we played with a hose and
we played with toys in a water tray. We also continued to
enjoy and use all the recent purchases for our outdoor area
including our new pagoda and musical instruments. In the
classroom we have been busy practising our cutting skills
and playing with our model wildlife park as we still have
fond memories of our trip.

The staff and children remain indebted to you for working so well
with us to ensure the safety of everyone by remaining ever cautious
and following Public Health advice.
I hope you will agree that despite tremendous challenges, our children
and young people have reached new heights this year. For that I
thank you for working so closely and effectively with teachers and the
wider teams that support your child.
We wish you a safe and restful summer holiday, and look forward to
seeing everyone refreshed and raring to go in September as we face a
new school year. It will be exciting to see how far the secondary
department’s extension has progressed by then, it should have moved
on a pace during August, assuming building supplies are available!
Best Wishes
Stephen
Dates for the Diary:

★
★
★
★

Thursday 22nd July 2021 - Last day of term (early
finish time of 1.15pm)
Wednesday 1st September 2021 - Inset day
Thursday 2nd September 2021 - Inset day
Friday 3rd September 2021 - pupils return to school

We have continued to use our white board for counting,
recreation and mark making. We have also been having
picnics outside and learning when and where it is
appropriate not to sit at a table.

A Message from school nurses Kim & Andrea
“Dear parents and carers, We are writing to inform you that we are
both leaving our nursing roles at John Watson School due to a
significant restructure of our service. As a result we will both be
continuing our roles in the west of Oxfordshire from now.
It has been an immense privilege to work with you, your children and
young people. We will miss them very much.

We have made some sea shells out of playdough to go with
our beach theme and learning.
We have had a very engaging week both inside and out.

Our new colleague Natalie Barker (Special School Nurse) will be
known to some of you already and has been working alongside us for
a handover period since early May. She will be joined in September by
Gemma George.

KS1: Sinatra Class:
Last week in class, we had Sport’s Day. We engaged in
various activities during the week such as badminton, sack
races and football. It then ended in races on Friday morning
such as hurdles, egg and spoon and an obstacle course.

We wish you and your children all the very best for the future. Kind
regards,Kim Willoughby (Special School
Nurse) and Andrea Farres (Children’s Community Staff Nurse)”
Message from Sarah Simmonds- Co-Chair of Governors
To All parents and carers of John Watson and Wheatley
Nursery School pupils
Dear Parents and Carers
I am writing to give my good wishes to you all for the forthcoming
summer break and hope you will find it refreshing, if not peaceful! It
has been a very strange year for us all and I want to thank Stephen
and his staff team who have kept things moving forward under very
difficult circumstances.
I am also writing to say that I will be stepping down from the
governing body and role of Chair of Governors at the end of August.
My own daughter came to John Watson school and I have been a
governor in Oxfordshire for over 28 years, 25 of them with Wheatley
Nursery School/John Watson School. In recent years I have been
chair, then co-chair and I now feel that this would be an appropriate
time to do so.

We have also been taking advantage of the lovely weather
over the last few days and doing lots of outdoor learning.
We have been using the hose and paddling pool to keep
cool and practice our communication skills with our friends.

I have seen many exciting developments in recent years under our
federation, significant improvement and expansion of classrooms for
John Watson School and much improved outdoor learning areas for
both schools. It has been wonderful to be part of this and to know
there is more to come, with the grand new extension of the secondary
department as we expand to cope with the demand for places.
It has been a privilege to have been part of the federated Governing
body over the last five years working for the good of both schools and
I am proud of the leading role I have played in successfully recruiting
governors, who are now part of the present strong governing body. I
therefore think this is a good time to hand over to someone new who
will be able to bring fresh eyes to the schools and help secure a
positive vision for each of their futures.
My very best wishes to you all and your children and good luck to all
pupils who are leaving Wheatley Nursery School and moving to big
school and John Watson pupils who are moving on to college etc .
This is not a goodbye, but farewell as will be back to see how everyone
is getting on.
Have a wonderful Summer
Sarah
Co Chair and Chair of Governors of Wheatley Nursery and John
Watson Schools

We have been working on our independence skills in food
preparation, making pizzas. We discovered some new
textures and practiced using a knife appropriately to spread
on the tomato sauce.

A morning of Celebration!
At Secondary, we had a
wonderful morning
celebrating our amazing
achievements of the past year.
We were also lucky to be
visited by Teenage Tim (played by Stephen), who taught us
different strategies to support our mental health. When we
get angry and frustrated we know it will help to keep
healthy, go for a walk, listen to and play music, or engage in
our interests and
hobbies. Tim
demonstrated how
he even likes to
juggle!

KS1/KS2: Swift Class
We kicked off Sports Week with an Olympic Torch relay last
week, before making our own torches. The children
enjoyed taking part in a variety of sports activities
throughout the week, culminating in a fantastic Sports Day.
The favourite events for Swift Class were the hurdles and
the duck race.

KS3/4: Corrs Class
Corrs Class have enjoyed the weather over the last week and
have enjoyed outside learning.

Following on from our trip to Cotswold Wildlife Park, the
children have made fabulous animal print collages. We’ve
also been using the themes of summer and getting messy in
our sensory Maths sessions.
Playing darts to improve their
addition and subtraction skills.
Using numbers squares to
support number recognition
and counting on skills.

Pupils enjoyed playing games to support identification of
numbers larger than 20. Then applying this to physical
games. We have also enjoyed Art, completing paintings
linked to Caring, using calming colours and patterns to
express how they feel. We used this theme to complete
mindset activities to support pupils during the holiday such
as Meditation, Yoga and keeping active.

KS3/4: Coldplay
We have had a very busy couple of weeks. Students had a
fantastic time during our Forest School day. They engaged in
leaf painting, making models using clay, making flower
jewellery and hats, plant printing, making a controlled fire,
mud cooking, potion-making using herbs, pestle and mortar
and much more.
Students also engaged with our Art sessions in which they
used a variety of arty materials to make their own creations
to express their emotions.
We continued promoting healthy living through our cooking
sessions and physical and sensory activities. Pupils engaged
with sensory circuits, yoga and cricket to support their
physical health as well as their mental health.

KS1/KS2: Stevie Class
In Stevie Class we have enjoyed lots of
fun learning activities for the past two
weeks. Last week it was Sports week
and our children engaged in PE
activities such as basketball skills,
football skills, running races and water
balloon
challenge.
On Friday last week our children
participated in the Sports day
activities in the KS2 playground,
e.g. hurdles, duck race, cross
country, sponge race and dress up
race.

As part of our
theme this
term “The
World Around
Us” we went on trips to the Little
Milton playground, where children
explored new playground equipment
and had a snack before returning to
school.

KS3/4 Celine Class
Celine Class was in charge of covering the news for the

Secondary Building Update - Report by Adam
Khan and Joao Pedro.

Based on the same topic, our class learned about rivers and
oceans as well. They created sealife sceneries and took part
in sensory activities related to this topic, including The
Magic Train Ride sensory story. They also used their writing
skills to label their artwork.
Children also engaged in mark making
and water play outside in the
playground.

Enjoy your summer holiday!

KS2: Ludovico Class
We have been busy using our physical skills as well as our
mental skills in the last few weeks. Sports Week was a great
chance to try lots of different activities. We managed to try
a new sport or activity every day, from indoor Kurling to Tag
Rugby.

The week ended with a whole primary morning of races.
We had a great time!

As an end of term treat we went to Little Milton Park. Some
of us had to learn new skills, like how to use a zip wire.

We also had a wonderful day joining the Forest School. We
engaged in leaf painting, making models using clay, making
flower jewellery and hats, plant printing, making a
controlled fire, mud cooking, potion-making using herbs,
pestle and mortar. Some of us even practiced how to make
fire and how to put out a fire safely.

As it is so hot we have tried to take our learning as much as
possible. We have continued with our counting and writing
and marking too.

KS3: Idina Class
What an exciting time we had at Forest School! In true Idina
Class style, we embraced all of the learning opportunities.
There was so much to do! Some of us made beautiful
garlands from plants, whilst others made pots and objects
out of clay. One of us found lots of baby frogs and another
was excellent at hide and seek. We painted with mud and
rubbed leaves with rocks to make leaf pictures. Some of us
even had time to relax in a hammock!

KS2: Louis Class
We have had a busy few weeks in class. Highlights have
included visiting Little Milton Park, football sessions with
Courtenay and our sports morning.

We had our weekly cooking sessions, making cupcakes this
week and following the recipe with increased
independence. They were delicious!

We enjoyed all of the sports morning activities but the
children's favourites seemed to be the assault course and
fancy dress egg and spoon race! We were very lucky to have
such lovely weather.

As always, we have engaged in activities that motivate and
engage us in our learning, with daily reading opportunities
and learning through practical activities.

On our trip to Little Milton park we were very sensible, we
practised life skills such as crossing the road safely as well
practising our protective behaviours such as not talking to
strangers. We were very good at taking turns and sharing
the equipment.

Sixth Form: Ezra Class
It is again time to say Goodbye to Sixth formers who are
both moving on to college. This year one student is going
to Henley and the other is going to Witney/Abingdon
college. We wish them all the best as they start a new
adventure.

KS2: Lennon Class
We have had a lovely few weeks, enjoying the beautiful
weather and trying to spend as much time outside as
possible. This term we have been working hard learning
about healthy foods and making healthy recipes. We loved
making “football pasta”, we cut up lots of vegetables and
ade a delicious pasta sauce, it was really yummy.

Activities completed this week included making a
gooseberry cobbler, students in the photograph below were
top and tailing the fruit.
One of the space mobiles the students worked together to
complete is now finished.

Ezra class really enjoyed exploring their outside
environment during forest school day.

Last week we enjoyed a lovely sports week, we tried
different sports activities, enjoyed taking part in football
skills and took part in some fun races on Friday.

We have been taking
advantage of the beautiful
weather and enjoyed a lovely
trip to Little Milton park.
We all behaved brilliantly
and showed persistence and
determination when climbing
some of the equipment.

