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Dear Parents
There has been a small outbreak of Covid in Primary. On top
of this, we have had some staffing shortages caused by staff
illness that tends to occur more frequently in the winter
months .
From a learning perspective, we are pleased with the way
the second half of the term is progressing. Children across
the school are working hard and I am noticing increasing
social confidence and improvising communication in many
cases.
Please do remember to send in warm clothes as we are still
trying to ensure we are outside as much as possible, as a
covid control measure.
Stephen

Dates for the Diary:

★ Friday 19th November - wear spots or crazy hair for
£1 donation for Children in Need
★ Friday 10th December - Christmas jumper day
★ Friday 17th December 2021- last day of term
(early finish time of 1.15pm)
★ Tuesday 4th & 5th January 2022 - INSET Day
(closed to pupils)
★ Thursday 6th January 2022 - Pupils return to school

JWS Mental Health Reflections:
It can be challenging to support our
children and ourselves to maintain
good mental health and wellbeing
in these challenging times,
particularly when we have a
child/children and young people
with SEND.
We hope you find our fortnightly
ideas and tips helpful:
1. Visit YoungMinds to explore ideas and resources
2. Screen addiction in young people - log on and access
through the NOS website - link here
3. Think of Just One Thing you might change to help
your mental health and wellbeing

This week’s round up from the classes…
Reception / KS1: Sunflower Class:
We have had a very busy week. At the beginning of the week
our class was partially closed because of covid so the
children who were able to come to school did some baking
and made some delicious biscuits. When everyone returned
we made some mosaic poppies as part of our seasonal work
and used the water tray.
We have continued to spend time outside enjoying the
autumn weather.

KS3/4 Iris Class:
We’ve had a very busy couple of weeks in class.
We continue using the
Sound and Reading
System for writing and
reading for English, and
we are making enormous
progress. We also
continue practicing our
communication and
interaction skills playing
board games.

KS1: Sweet Pea Class:
We have had a lovely start to the term. Last week our theme
was bonfire night and fireworks. We started the week with a
firework sensory story and had various arts, crafts and maths
activities focused on fireworks.

We also had a lot of fun during our Therapy Dog session with
Bella and Katie. Students took turns to walk, pet and read to
the dog.

We also made some fantastic firework biscuits which we
liked to eat too!

Students continued working on their Maths for life skills
learning about time and measuring. Our more sensory
learners engaged in various sensory mark-making activities
using different materials in a sensory tray.

This week we have focused on poppy themed activities in
line with Remembrance week. We enjoyed an attention
autism session on poppy making and used them in rice and
oats to count and add with during our Maths activity.

KS3/4 Cosmos Class
Cosmos have settled back quickly into the learning routines.
We have been learning about Bonfire night,why we celebrate
it and particularly how to stay safe around firework displays.
This week we have researched and looked at Remembrance
Day, why we wear Poppies, how
this is celebrated and when. The
pupils have had discussions,
answered and asked questions in
their preferred communication
method.

KS1/KS2: Snapdragon Class:
It’s been a busy start to the term in Snapdragon class, we
have been embracing seasonal festivities to enhance our
learning activities.

In our Sensory English session the
pupils read and followed Widgit
instructions to make their own
‘Fireworks in a pot’, which they
found very exciting!

They made choices on which colour food colouring they
wanted to use, measured ingredients and worked in pairs or
independently.

Fireworks have featured in sensory mark-making which the
children engaged well with. We’ve also enjoyed developing
our fine-motor skills by decorating biscuits in bright firework
patterns. These also supported our Maths learning as
identified and matching different colours. The children
made their own fireworks in Science and enjoyed watching
them fizz and sparkle.

Pupils continue to work on their Individual maths targets on
time, addition, subtraction, multiplication, division and
number, in practical and real life contexts.
Pupils are engaging well in our Art
sessions linked to wellbeing and
creating pictures,shapes or
sculptures from twigs, leaves and
stones in the school grounds.
Some pupils linked this to their
maths targets, counting leaves or
adding 2 amounts of leaves or
twigs together.

Snapdragon Class have done some fantastic work developing
their turn-taking skills in a variety of activities, including
safely extinguishing the flames of our foam ‘bonfire’. We
have also been learning the importance of Remembrance
Day and making our own poppies to mark the occasion.

KS3: Ivy Class:
We were all very excited to return from our week-long break.
Using this as inspiration, we shared what we did as part of
our speaking and listening activities. Then we composed
phrases and sentences using our ideas. Ivy Class are always
keen to read, so we have read following the SRS scheme,
alongside sharing favourite books. These also link to our
theme of In out and beyond - looking at information books
on places and the different jobs people do.
Ivy Class have worked on our Maths
outcomes in
many creative
ways,
particularly
through our
interests and
cooking
activities. We have enjoyed working on
memory and logic activities,
constructing and creating patterns.
We have enjoyed our visit by Bella the
therapy dog. She
is very gentle and
kind, supporting
our more
nervous students
to engage
positively with
her.
Cooking is
something we are
passionate about in
Ivy Class, and it is a
fantastic way to
develop our
independence skills
in following
instructions, listening, communicating
and working on our Maths
measurement and time outcomes. We
have made healthy pizzas and apple
crumble bars.
With cooking comes
washing up and
cleaning. Ivy Class
worked hard on
washing up the dishes and drying them.
Not forgetting fireworks, bonfire night
and Diwali, we had a fantastic Box Time,
creating a fabulous firework display of our own. It was
wonderful how well we worked as a team!

KS2: Lotus Class:
We started this term with Diwali and Bonfire Night
celebrations. Children engaged in different sensory based
activities, including Diwali cooking, story, attention sessions,
Science, Maths, English writing, reading and Art.
In cooking our children made mango lassi, which involved
reading the recipe, measuring the
quantities for each ingredient and
operating the food processor.
In Science our children tried
different tastes and made
predictions.

In English one of the activities
involved mark making in glitter.

In our attention session we had
great fun with the flying drone
and with the bonfire spaghetti
activity.

As part of Physical activities children
explored the playground and the
indoor equipment.

On Friday we
enjoyed an
afternoon
walk to the
meadow to
look at the
signs of
autumn.

KS4/Sixth Form: Clover Class:
Clover Class have had a lovely
couple of weeks after being back
from the holidays. We have been
continuing to use SRS and colourful
semantics to work on our English
targets and create new ways to
build words e.g using pegs.

We have been taking on a real life
approach to Maths. Using kitchen equipment to make hot
chocolate and practise weighing and double ingredients
during our cooking sessions. Some students have also been
using manipulatives and numerals to work towards their
targets.

KS2: Lupin Class:
We returned to School after the half term very excited to
learn about bonfire night and fireworks. We had an
Attention Autism session with party poppers and glitter to
inspire us when we painted our own firework pictures.
We also used breadsticks dipped
in melted chocolate, then covered
in sprinkles, to make our own
edible sparklers! They looked
delicious.
We also explored in the dark tent
again, making our own fireworks
show with the lights.

We had a sensory story based on the book, Sparks in the Sky,
about going to a fireworks show. We finished the story with
a warming hot chocolate.
The students have also
really enjoyed having
Magdalen College School
students joining us. We
have been participating in
various activities to
support social and
communication skills.

This week we have been learning about Remembrance day.
We made poppies using apples to print the flower and a cork
to paint the centre of the flower. They made a lovely

poppy field on our window!
We have also been busy working on our maths skills
using Numicon. We have used the pieces to make
pictures as well as to help us with addition to 100!

We ended the week with a sensory story about an
autumn walk in the leaves and a cup of warm soup and
a bread roll that we had made earlier in the week.

Sixth Form: Elderflower Class:
We have been busy developing our independence skills.
For example making toast, Putting food safely into the oven,
drying up and following instructions on packets to make
gluten free biscuits..

Students have been busy sowing a variety of seeds including
grass and herbs.

KS2: Lavender Class:
We have had a lovely few weeks in class. We have been
learning about bonfire night and took part in a lovely
Attention Autism session, and had a go at making our own
firework pictures out of salt and colouring. We then ended
the week with making “edible sparklers” by dipping
breadsticks into chocolate and sprinkles.

This week we took part in a lovely Autumn Sensory story.
We felt cold ice on our feet, sat under a dark parachute, felt
rain on an umbrella, watched autumn leaves fall, warmed
our feet in warm bubbly water and enjoyed a delicious cup
of warm tomato soup.

We have also been working hard developing our fine and
gross motor skills. We started by dancing with scarves
focusing on lifting them up and down and side to side, we
then moved on to mark making on large paper with paint
before working on our handwriting and letter formation.

Other activities included helping to look after the outside
environment including litter picking.

KS2: Lilac Class
We have had a lovely couple of weeks since returning from
half term. We started by learning all about Bonfire night and
fireworks. We watched lots of different firework videos and
listened to the sounds they made. We also had a go at
designing and painting our own fireworks- they look
fantastic!

We have also completed laundry activities including using
the washing machine and organising cutlery.
As well as learning the names of three spoons and what they
are each used for.

This week we have been learning about Remembrance and
who we are remembering and why. We printed our own
poppies using apples, and we also made some lovely clay
poppies. A highlight of our trip was our walk to the memorial
in Wheatley, we saw lots of poppies and a silhouette of a
soldier.

Art activities included printing with leaves in acrylic paint
onto fabric.

