Our Purpose..

…is to develop a love of learning for life
through providing high quality education
that respects and celebrates
our pupils' unique strengths and
abilities…

Our Values:
Safety Learning Independence Communication Engagement
SLICE overarches all aspects of life and learning for the pupils in the John Watson School community.
We believe that SLICE provides the building blocks for children and young people to live a happy and independent life in
our school community and beyond…

Safety: We believe that all of our pupils should have a safe and positive experience within school and beyond where they
learn key skills to keep themselves and others safe

Learning: We believe that our pupils are entitled to the best educational experience offering challenge and high quality
teaching

Independence: We believe that independence should be fostered in all pupils respecting their unique strengths and
abilities

Communication: We believe our pupils have the right to have their voices heard using their preferred method of
communication

Engagement: We believe that our pupils are entitled to a stimulating learning environment that inspires them to engage
with their learning and interact with those around them
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Self awareness
Protective behaviours
Online safety
Positive risk taking
Road safety
Healthy lifestyle
Food preparation
Hygiene
Resilience

Independent outcomes
Rehearsal
Repetition
Generalising
Mastery
Attainment
Progress
High expectations
Aspirational
Inventive

Life skills
Self-led learning
Planning
Travel
Life beyond school
Dressing
Feeding
Working/employment
Walking
Movement
Playing
Creativity

Objects of reference
AAC - PECs / Symbols
SCERTs
Signing
Vocalising
Socialising
Body language
Collaborative play
Functional speech
Eye gaze
Reading
Writing
Singing
Emotional Literacy

Pupil-centred
Interest led
Collaborative
Focus
Motivation
Thinking
Problem solving
Challenge
Resilience
Curiosity

Our Aims:
Safety Learning Independence Communication Engagement
Safety
We aim to…
ensure all pupils access a safe and caring environment for them to thrive, through rigorous safeguarding and by
providing a low arousal environment
empower pupils to have a voice that is listened to and valued by those within their school community and beyond
provide staff with training to maintain a highly skilled and experienced workforce to support pupils’ physical,
mental health and wellbeing
identify and offer pupils the opportunity to develop skills to keep themselves safe, learning to manage risk
through age-appropriate positive risk taking and engagement with the local community and beyond
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Learning
We aim to…
ensure a curriculum that offers challenge, is inspirational and meaningful for all pupils that links directly to
individual learning outcomes using curriculum pathways developed through our expertise in SEND and autism
provide our staff with a range of professional development, workshop and in-house training opportunities to
maintain the highest quality teaching and learning
follow a Plan Do Review cycle that ensures progress and continuity of learning throughout the school, allowing for
the development of our curriculum, outcomes and monitoring systems
develop opportunities to provide outreach and training opportunities for parents / carers, schools and settings in
the local learning community
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Independence
We aim to…
respect and support our pupils aspirations in a positive way, optimising their unique strengths and abilities to
maximise their potential
develop pupils understanding of the community they live in and how they can make a valuable contribution to
society
model and teach the skills required to be independent in all areas of life, developing a range of skills that can be
generalised an utilised at home, in the local community and adult life
ensure all pupils and staff within the school community are treated equally and provided with the opportunity of
making independent choices and participating in decision making
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Communication
We aim to…
work with multi-professional teams to ensure a bespoke approach to supporting and implementing
communication strategies
ensure all pupils are equipped with the tools and resources necessary to communicate effectively using their
preferred methods of communication
provide staff with the skills to use key communication approaches effectively when working with and supporting
pupils
respect all modes of communication recognising that speech is one mode of communication and that non-spoken
communication should not limit the outcomes and potential of individuals
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Engagement
We aim to…
ensure that pupils unique strengths and abilities are recognised and celebrated through meaningful praise,
positive reinforcement, displays and fortnightly newsletters
create a stimulating environment that recognises individuals strengths and interests to support pupils
developmental needs and learning styles
use effective evidence based approaches that inspire and engage pupils with SEND, including Attention Autism
engage and liaise with a range of external educational settings and local organisations that enable reverse
integration and high quality opportunities, including Wheatley Primary School and Wheatley Park School,
Magdalen College school (MCS), Music for Autism, Pets at Therapy and Lord’s Taverners Cricket
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