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Dear Parents
It was joyous to see the school full on Monday. It was clear
that children were generally very pleased to be back and
enjoying the company of others, helped by the lovely spring
sunshine which I know classes took advantage of to get
outside. It is striking how tall some of our teenagers have
grown over the last few months, I feel like I’ve shrunk!
Please do refer to our website for further information about
the school
link to our website

This week’s round up from the classes…

Reception/KS1: Adele Class
We started the term with a focus on
growth and have designed our own
shop and role play florists. I'm pleased
to say our fictional business is going
well and the shop is very busy most
days :-)
We have also had lots of fun
celebrating world books day and enjoyed the parade and
activities on the day.

Dates for the Diary:
★ Wednesday 31st March 2021 - Last day of term, early
finish @ 1:15pm
★ Monday 19th April 2021 - Pupils return to school
★ Monday 3rd May 2021 - Bank Holiday
★ Monday 31st May 2021 - Bank Holiday

As we have had extensive weekly contact with Parents during
the National lockdown, and as we will see you all for Annual
Reviews which begin immediately after Easter. Parents Evening
has been cancelled this term.
If you do wish to have an additional Parent Consultation
please do contact the office to arrange an appointment.
We will continue our termly Parent Consultations via phone
call on the following dates, 26th May & 21st July these are
always the last Wednesday of the term.
Annual Reviews - All parents should now have received the
invite to their child's annual review, please can you send the
slip back to school to confirm your attendance.

This week we have focused on human growth and
celebrating how we have grown. We have drawn around
ourselves in the playground and made lots of craft activities
for those people in our lives who are special.
KS1: Sinatra Class:
This term we are focusing on spring and
growth in Sinatra Class. We have set up a
role play florist and have been buying
and selling flowers.
We also had a great time last week
celebrating World Book Day, dressed as
our favourite characters and reading our
favourite books.

Red Nose Day for Comic Relief
is on Friday 19th March
We are hoping to change laughs
into money, for families who
need support.

Sinatra cont... We have also focused on the
story of the Hungry Caterpillar and have
made some grass caterpillars to watch them
grow.

It would be fantastic to start a
wave of smiles from John
Watson School by doing
something funny for money, or wearing red.
With a small voluntary donation of £1.

KS1/KS2: Swift Class
It has been lovely to welcome everyone back to Swift Class.
We’ve been exploring this term's theme of Growth over the
last few weeks. The children have planted seeds which
have already started to grow.

KS3/4 Corrs Class
We have had a lovely couple of weeks developing their
independence and coordination skills. We have worked about
bike maintenance - learning how to pump up bike tyres and
cleaning them ready to ride.

In Maths we’ve
candles into
cakes. We’ve
different
the rain and sun
can make
haven’t seen
we’ve recreated
and Science.

been counting
playdough birthday
also been looking at
weather and how all
we’ve been having
rainbows. We
any real ones yet but
rainbows in both Art

We then went out riding on the
playground following a course laid out by cones.
KS1/KS2: Stevie Class
We have been very busy with our Growth
topic. We enjoyed planting seeds,
decorating flower templates using sensory
materials and we made our grass
caterpillars as part of the Bucket Time.

We also enjoyed completing Maths
Number targets in practical situations.
Indoor Curling provided a fun way to
rehearse number recognition,
composition of numbers and adding
numbers together using a number square
for support. (It developed balance,
coordination, accuracy and
proprioception, at the same time.)
With the weather improving a little, we
have also been outside and have been
preparing the planters for growing
vegetables and plants. We would like to say
a massive Thank you to Homebase, Cowley
for donating
vegetables, compost
and plant seeds to
support our efforts at Venison House.

We also took part in the “Puddle Hunt”
sensory story and worked hard in English
and Maths on mark making, writing,
counting and colour recognition
We had a great time last week celebrating World Book Day.
We listened to a story about Mexico and joined in a
costume parade with all the other KS1 classes in the
playground.

KS3/4: Coldplay & Celine Class
Coldplay and Celine Class have had a very
busy fortnight.

KS2 enjoyed World Book Day. We had a parade outside
so that we could see everyone’s lovely outfits.
Don’t we look great!

We have given a big push to
Communication & Interaction. Students
engaged with “What is in the box?”
activity and used their prefered method of
communication to express what they could
see and make predictions. Everyone had a
lot of fun exploring a variety of cause and effect objects.
Students have also worked on their
independence skills throughout our Cooking
lessons. They followed a simple recipe with
symbols to make a very yummy fruit salad!
Everyone had a go putting into practice their
fine motor skills cutting, chopping and
peeling different types of fruit.

Taking advantage of the lovely weather that
we had, we went to the Venison House to do
some gardening. Students had a great time
exploring a variety of seeds and equipment.

KS2: Ludovico Class
We are continuing with our topic of Opposites and we
started by looking at Information books and story books.
We made our own information books, All About Me. I was
really impressed with how hard the children worked on
their books to make them informative and beautiful.

KS3: Idina Class
Over the past few weeks, we have worked
hard on developing our independence and
communication skills, following written and
verbal instructions.
We made healthy
wholemeal pizzas
kneading the dough and
choosing our toppings.

Then we shared the book, The Selfish Crocodile. This book
inspired our own writing, and as a group we wrote the
story The Selfish Zebra.

Fruit salad has also been on
our menu, allowed us to
practise our fine motor skills to
cut fruit carefully. We learnt
how lemon juice can stop
bananas and apples going
brown!
World Book Day celebrations were very
exciting. Idina class had an immersive
experience inspired by George’s Marvellous
Medicine. We followed instructions to take
turns, creating our own magical medicine,
before acting out what happened to
Grandma.
In preparation for planting seeds, we
enjoyed visiting Venison House, tended the planters, removing
weeds and relocating plants.

We ended the week by celebrating all
sorts of books for World Book Day.
Children and adults dressed up as their
favourite book character and we
shared the books the children brought
in. We also went on a ‘Crocodile Hunt’
and found lots of them had been
hiding around the school.

Idina cont... This week we learnt to make savoury cheese
scones as a snack. They were delicious!

Ludovico cont...This week we have been learning about the
opposites of babies and grown ups. We have also been
working hard on making things to say thank you to a special
grown up in our lives. I hope you like your treats!

KS2: Louis Class
We had a great time celebrating
World Book Day last week, it was
great to see the children in their
costumes and discuss their
favourite books. In Louis class we
Sixth Form: Ezra Class
had a fantastic gingerbread man
During the last couple of weeks we have been finishing off our and princess!
life skill challenge linked to learning about different cultures.
The students helped to cook sweet and sour noodles which
In class, we did a lot of activities
they enjoyed trying to eat with chopsticks.
relating to The Selfish Crocodile, the
children loved the story and we
learnt all about
being brave.
We have also been writing our own
fact books about ourselves. We have
enjoyed writing about our families
and friends. This week we have
enjoyed creating Mother’s Day crafts
out of clay, we are looking forward to
painting them soon.

The students also made a chinese flag by
using red and yellow tissue paper.
KS2: Lennon Class
On World Book Day all of Ezra mixed with
the other students from the other classes
to listen to an exciting story told with the
use of visual objects. In Ezra a small group
of students enjoyed taking part in a
sensory story about
going on a hot balloon journey. During the
story we visited the circus and a land of
snow and ice.
Other life skill
challenges we have
been completing
include
‘Making a pizza’ and ‘Developing
Functional skills: TV
and music’.
The students have
been following their own symbol prompt
mats to make their individual pizzas.
Linked to learning about using a television
magazine and remote control we have
been looking at the numbers on a
television remote as well as looking for the
days of the week and the channels on the pages of the
magazine.

We have had a lovely few weeks and
really enjoyed celebrating World Book
Day. We enjoyed sharing our books
with our friends and acting out The
Selfish Crocodile.
We have also been reading Dear Zoo,
we worked hard writing our own
version of the story thinking about
other animals and words we can use to describe them.
We have been focusing on balance and movement in PE
this week. We all enjoyed experimenting with different
ways of moving and had fun practicing our forward rolls.

